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PREFACE. 

T HE following concilc hiltory of a 
People, ipJ)o, for fonae time, made ho iii- 
confiderable figure in Hindoftan, after a 
delay of many years, is at length pre- 
feiited to the world, at a period when the 
palfions and interefls of men being no lon- 
ger concerned in any of the events of 
which it treats, it may poffibly meet with 
a more impartial and indulgent reception, 
than it might othcrwife have been fuppofed 
entitled to. ^ 

But, as fome particulars contained in it 
have been the fubjedh of much acrimoni- 
A B mi<j 
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ous dlfcuffion, both in England and In 
India, it may not be improper that the 
writer ftiould previoufly ftate the circum- 
ffcances which, by pollcfling him of the ma- 
terials, firft led him at all to think of fnch 
a compofitiQU, as this may ferve to con- 
vince the candid reader, that, in venturing 
to obtrude this littlp produdion upon his 
attention, he is not aduated by any finifL.er 
views, nor by that fpirit of party, which, 
unhappily, but too much prevails, even 
m matters where it ought lead to be met 
with, and where it is mofl prejudicial tq 
the advancement of truth and knowledge 5 
and, in doing tl^is, he vvill endeavour 
to fhun, as much as poflible, pnneceflary 
egotifm, although it muft unavoidaly com- 
pel him to touch upon fubjeds which 
would otherwife be altogether foreign 
and improper. 

Soon 
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Soon after the author’s firft appointment 
into the India Company’s fervice (about 
fifteen years ago) he applied himfelf, 
with fome afliduity, to the ftudy of the 
oriental languages, particularly of that 
grand medium of all correfpondence and 
negotiation in India, the Perfiatr, about 
three years after, he had the honour to be 
called upon by the officer then command- 
ing that portion of the Bengal army 
which was on the field ftation, (who is 
now in England) for his affiftance in that 
particular department, for which he had 
by this time qualified himfelf, to wit, 
iranjiation and country correfpondence : Here, 
as a new field of inveftigation and inquiry 
was opened to him, in the probability that 
he might, in the courfe of his duty, have 
the management of political bufinefs fre- 
quently com^nitted to his charge, he was 
anxious to acquire fuch a degree of know- 
A 3 ledge 
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ledge of the hlftory and connexions of the 
neighbouring ftates, as might enable him 
to execute matters of that kind in a man- 
ner worthy of lb important a truft. — It 
was, at the fame time, his fortune to 
meet with a perfon of fome confequence, 
who was an Afgan, then aXing on the 
part of the Rohilla Chief Fyzoola Khan, 
in a confidential capacity ; and from this 
perfon he procured, (among a number of 
other valuable papers,) a Perfian manu- 
feript, containing a complcat relation of 
the whole Rohilla ftory, from the firft 
foundation of their power, to the battle of 
Cutterah, fought between the Rohillas 
and the Allied army of the Company’s 
and Vifier’s troops, on the 23d of April, 
1774, which, by the defeat of the former, 
^put an end at once to their government and 
independance. 


Pregnant 
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Pregnant as this appeared to be with 
many fingularly ftriking and Interefting 
events, the then recent tranfadions had, 
moreover, rendered it an objedt of parti* 
cular curiofity, and thefe confiderations 
alone were fufficient to induce the writer 
to employ his firft leifure hours in arrang- 
ing and turning it into Englilh : this de- 
termination he forthwith proceeded to ex- 
ecute, and, about ten years ago tranflated 
the following narrative, in a form and fub- 
ftance little different from that in which, 
with becoming diffidence, he now fubmits 
it to the public eye. 

With refpeft to the motives which in- 
duced the writer fo long to withhold this 
compilation, before he would hazard to 
comnnit it to the judgement of the world^ 
he will not offer to encroach upon the pa- 
tience of his readers, by mentioning the 
A 4 
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common-place topics fo often ufed by 
many befote him, fuch as, that “ th<? 
“ work was originally written with no 
“ other view than merely the amufement 
“ of a few friends,” and fo forth ; decla- 
rations, which are commonly as infufii- 
cient to cover the vanity of an author, as 
to impofc upon the penetration of others : 
—In truth, he always regarded the mat- 
ter contained in this little tra£t as by no 
means unworthy of being made known ; 
but yet, in a point of fuch moment, he 
wlflied not to act with a ralhncfs of which 
he might afterwards have fulEcient occa- 
lion to repent : nor was he, indeed, lefs 
deterred by an apprehenfion that, were it 
to come forth at a period when the conteft 
of oppofite faftlons, refpedling the affairs 
pf India, had agitated men’s minds to an 
uncommon degree of animofity, or w’hilft 
the decifion of the Legiflature upon the 

moft 
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moll intereftlng p^irt of its fubjecl was 
yet pending, it might have been regarded 
as a frivolous Farrago, vamped up mere- 
ly to ferve the purpofe of the hour ; and, 
as fuch, have drawn upon its author fuf- 
picions, which, he trufts, cannot, with any 
fupport of probability, be imputed to him 
at prefent. 

The particular reafons which were, for 
fo coufiderable a period, obftruftive to his 
wifliesand intentions have at length ceafed 
to exift ; — ^Thofe events of the following 
ftory in which the Engli/h were any way 
concerned have been fully canvaffed before 
the highell human tribunal ; and a judge- 
ment from which there lies no appeal 
feems to have been already palled upon it. 
— Neither are the different parties who 
were principally interefted in its difcuflioii 
now any longer in a fituation to excite the 

hopes 
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hopes of partisans, or the apprehenfions 
of opponents ; fo that the writer of this 
little tradt prefumes he may Hand fairly ac- 
quitted of any undue bias in the produiStion 
of it. 

But, whilft folemnly difivovving any 
intereft whatfoever in the views either of 
parties or of Individuals in this publication, 
yet will he ventuie to confefs that he is 
not altogether indillereut in the motives 
which have led him to it ! Concerned for 
the honour of his country, and anxious for 
the icpulation of a fervice in which he 
has fpent the flower of his life, he would 
willingly, if poffible, remove even in a 
fingle inftance, fome part of that honid 
odium which has of late years, for what- 
ever purpofe, been fo feduloufly excited 
•*« 

againft thofe devoted men who, at the ex- 
pellee of ail the moft comfoi table erajoy* 
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ments of exiftence, are rendering the pub- 
lic no unimportant nor unmciitorious 
(though certainly very tba7ildefs) fervices 
in India, 

Here, perhaps, the writer might be 
tempted to enlarge fomewhat beyond the 
bounds vvhich the confined nature of his 
fubjeft preferibes to him, were it not 
that, in fuch a difeuflion it would be 
fcarcely poflible to avoid auimadverfions 
which, ‘in the eyes of fame, would bear the 
conftrudlion of fiuifter defign or of per- 
fonal invedtive, rather than of the fober 
inveftigation of truth. — Much abjlra^ed 
reafoning, indeed, might be advanced on 
the abfurd improhahilky of the very grofs 
and univerfal depravity, which has been 
declared to contaminate the minds of opr 
countrymen in that department of the 
empire, where they have been depidled, 

not 
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not in the charaders of men, but of /u- 
vages more fell than the tygers of the le- 
gion In which they refide. But, in a cafe 
of general prepofleffions, derived, in many 
inflances, fiom fourcesvvhich ought always 
to d.'ferve to be regarded as of the higheft 
authority, it is necelTary that time (hould 
Ih allowed for the force of immediate in'- 
tai'efirs to be weakened, and the virulence 
of contending parties to fubfide, ere it can 
be fuppofed that the admonitions of 
fober, unimpaflioned reafon fhould have 
any operation in their cure. — He will, 
therefore, only touch upon this matter 
at a diftance, and merely fo far as re- 
fpeds thole operations of the Englllh 
which form a part of the fubjed of this 
narrative. 

Of all the events which have been made 

r 

ufe of for the purpofes of elimination 

againfl: 
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againft the fervants of the Eaft-Indla Com- 
pany, none have made a greater figure, 
either in the national proceedings, or in 
the perifliable publications of the day, than 
the Rohilla War, and various efforts have 
been made to paint both the conduft and 
the confequences of it in the raoft horrible 
colours, 

When, in the perufal of hiftory, we read 
of whole mtlons being extirpated by the 
Goths, or rooted out by the Vandals, we 
piflure to ourfelves a country invaded by a 
band of fierce and favage conquerors, who 
purfue the haplefs inhabitants with indif- 
criminate maffacre, carry off the few they 
fpare from the fword into perpetual captivi- 
ty, and proceed in their dellrudive career, 
pntil the whole territory exhibits nothing 
jjut a drear^, filent wafte ! 


Sirnilar 
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Siroilar to this is the opinion which, 
(from the foice anti extent of the cxpief- 
fious that have been applied to it) have 
been, by many, conceived of the conquell: 
of Rohilcund. 

God forbid that Brhijh troops ihould ever 
be employed in aifts of fuch detc/lable 
atrocity ! — With refpcfl: to thofe in par- 
ticular who efTeded that revolution, it may 
with confidence be affirmed, that, however 
high their fenfe of fubordinaiion, however 
ready at all times to obey the mod perilous 
' orders of their fuperiors, had fuch a fervice 
been allotted to them, they would have 
turned from it with abhorrence ! 

To confute afperfions fo cruelly injurious 
to thefe gallant men is, it mufi: be owned* 
one, and that not the leaf!:, of the author’s 
aims; an aim which, when guided by 

truth. 
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truth, he conceives to be neither blamealle 
»or diflionourable. — He means not, how- 
ever, to call in the aid of argument for 
this pnrpofe r the faSts follow, and will 
fpeak for themfelves : neither is it his 
bufinefs or his intention to enter into any 
difeuffion of the principles upon which 
this celebrated expedition was undertaken, 
]as this point mufl: be referred to a judge- 
ment to be fotmed upon the fame grounds: 
if they were wrongs nothing he could here 
advance would fuffice to juUlfy them ; if 
r’tghti it is not in his power to arraign 
them. 

Slaving premifed thus much with refpeft 
to the circumftances which originally led 
to this compilation, and the motives for 

m 

the prefent produftion of it, it may not 
be impropeP to fubjoin a few obfervations 
upon the work itfelf, 

Tli« 
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The dlfilcully of collei^ing material 
capable of forming a regular, conneded, 
and authentic detail, of events in tlic 
northern parts of Hindoftan within the 
lall century, muft be well known to all 
who have ever made fuch an inquiry the 
objed of their purfult : the univerfal de- 
cline of learning in the empire within that 
period, afFeded hi/lory in particular; 
in the few crude produdions of this kind 
which are to be found, the dates of the 
mofl: important events are generally mif- 
placed, aiid often entirely omitted ; and it 
frequently happens that no two authors, 
in the relation of the moft momentous and 
interefting fads, exadly coincide in the 
points of place and circumftance : — the 
writer is therefore fenfible that his work 
inuft contain fome anachronifms, and per- 
haps, in a few places, deviations from 
the relations of others ; the former of 

fhefe 
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thefe he has as much as poffible ftudied to 
avoid or redlify ; and with refpe£t to the 
latter, none that he has been able to difco- 
ver appear of any 'manner of moment ; 
indeed, he has been the lefs felicitous upon 
this head, as he depends much upon the 
authority of the perfon under whofe in- 
fpeflion (as he has before intimated) the 
Per/ian manufeript, which forms the chief 
ground of the work, was drawn up ; whofe 
knowledge of the fubjed muft be natu- 
rally fuppofed to be accurate and extenfive, 
as he was a RoMla, a confidential fervant 
of one of their chiefs, and had himfelf 
been perfonally engaged in many of the 
events related in it. 

The narrative is preceded by a fhort 
view of the aftual ftate of the dlftrlfts 
Hindoftaiv fubjefl: to the Mufliilman go- 
vernments, as they ftood at the period of the 
B important 
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important revolutions which have been 
eiTlH'T‘'’cl by the uupi'.'lhlled luccefs of the 
Euglifli : ihii! '•f'h will, probably, be 
regarded as very flight and imperfedl:, con- 
fidering the magnitude of the fubjedl ; 
the writer, however, is encouraged to offer 
it, not only as it may tend in general to 
the illuftration of what follows, but aifo 
as it may ferve to obviate certain mifeon- 
ceptions which have been, with vafl: la- 
bour and ingenuity, raifed in the minds of 
the public, and to evince with what pecu- 
liar eafe political revolutions maybebrought 
about in thofe countries, without inducing 
any of the dreadful confequcnces which 
have been folemnly pronounced (in a place 
and from an authority too high to be here 
mentioned) as the conftantand iieceflary 
rSfult of them. 

An appendix is aifo given, containing 

copies 
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copies of fuch original papers as may 
ferve the more fully to exhibit the leading 
circumftances of the firfl: rupture between 
our Ally the Vizier Suja-al Dowlah, and 
the Rohillas, as well as of the treaties of 
peace which put a period to the calamities 
thofe countries, both from their natural 
and political fituation, had for many years 
been fubjed to. 

In the original draft of the work, it 
was termed a Tranjlation ; both as it was, 
in fadt, in a great meafure literally fo; 
(from the manufcript, as already mention- 
ed) and alfo, becaufe the writer thought 
he could thus bell cover its blemilhes and 
imperfedlions ; but, as in fome parts of it 
(thofe, in particular, which treat of fuch 
proceedings of the Englifli government 
as were any way connedted with it) he has 
neceifarily had recourfe to other fources of 
B 0, infor- 
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information, fo he has thought it mofl: 
fuitable to drop that appellation, and to 
find it forth under the title of what it 
really is, a Hijlory or Hifloricd Relation^ 
where all the incidents are combined in 
their natural cohnedlion with and depen- 
dance upon each other. 

After having faid fo much, it would be 
unpardonable to trefpafs farther upon the 
patience of the reader ; yet m’ay the writer 
be permitted to add that, if in this little 
publication he fliould appear to have at- 
tempted beyond his ftrength, — if in ad- 
dition to the feveral defers he is confeious 
it contains, the fuperior penetration of 
others ftiould chance to difeover ftill more, 
he iieverthelefs hopes that every reafonable 
allowance will be made for him ; the mag- 
nitude and importance, of a laborious un- 
dertaking, in which he is at prefent enga- 
ged 



PREFACE. Xxi 

ged, has afforded him but little leifure for 
revifd and correSiton, and none for the Hudy 
of harmony of language, or elegance of 
flyle, were he even difpofed to imagine 
that his efforts in t^iis refpe£t could be at- 
tended with fuccefs ; — to excel, therefore, 
has not been fo much his aim as to inform ; 
and it is to be prefumed that, in the eye 
of the candid and the judicious, fome 
little credit will be given to the intention, 
even though he fhould be fo unfortunate as 
in any manner to fail in the execution of 
it. 


Some paflages in the following narrative 
muft be interefling to every Englifli reader, 
and, however fhort its period or confined 
the fcene of its tranfaftions, yet it may 
perhaps be found, by fuch as are defir-©«s 
of drawing, their conclufions , from plain 
faSf, rather than from vague njfertion, not 
B 3 , to 
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to be altogether deftitute of ufeful and en- 
tertaining matter ; neither can the hiftory 
of a government which underwent the 
whole progreffive feries of rife, indefendcmce, 
zndi dijfolution, within the little fpace of 
'fhirty-five years, be held unworthy the at- 
tention of thofe who, abftrafted from any 
narrow interefts or partialities, may be de- 
lirous of deriving amufement and inllruc- 
tion, from a review of the unprofitable 
toils and tranfitory viciffitudes of Human 
Life. 


A SHORT 
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SHORT VIEW 

OF the state of the 

Provinces- of HINDOSTAN, 

SUBJECT TO THE 

MUSSULMAN GOVERNMENTS; 

WITH EESPECT TO THE 

Relative Situation of their Inhabitants. 


In order to give a more clear and diftindt 
conception of this fubjedt, it may be ne- 
ceflary to premife, by taking a curfory 
retrofped to the circumftances, which, 
through a variety of revolutions efFeaed 
in the courfe of many centuries, have led 
to the modern and very Angular fl:ate*of 
thofe diftrias which are termed the Muf- 
Julmm Provinces in India, 

B 4 
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III a country of fuch vaft extent as Uin- 
dojlan^ famous fiom the eatlieft ages for 
the richncfs of its produftions, the falu- 
bilty of its climate, and the fertility of its 
foil, it is to be fuppofed that there arc re- 
lidents of all compltdions, and of every re- 
ligious perfuafioii : There aie, however, 
only two defcriptions to be coufidered as 
forming the grand chaiadlerlflic diftinc- 
tions under which the inhabitants, in ge- 
neral, may be airanged j the Hindoos and 
the MuJfulnianSi ot Mahommedans : Of thefc, 
the former are the Aborigines f and the lat- 
ter the defcendants of the profelytes fioni 
the Hindoo leligion, or of thofc Arabs, 
Perfians, and Tartars, who, in the couife 
of the laft eight hundred years, have fpread 
themfelves over the face of this extenfive 
region. 

Thehlftoiles of the Hindoos trace back 
ther-annals of an independant fyftematic 
form of government and legiflation over 
the greateil: part of this immenfe fpace to 
a period far beyond the date of European 

chronology, 
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chronology, and pourtray a people fiourifli- 
ing in all the fuperiority of civilized life, 
at a time when v^e fuppofe the left of man- 
kind to have been funk (with very few ex- 
ceptions) into the moft abjeft barbarifm. 
Brave, aftive, polifhed, and Induftrious, 
the Hindoos, in their original ftate, appear 
to have been no wife defHcient in the qua- 
lities neceflary to the defence of their wide- 
ly-extended territories, againft the incur- 
(ions of the various wild and favage na- 
tions by whom they were furrounded; 
and, If we are to credit their accounts, and 
the more unqueftionablc teftimony of the 
remains of antiquity which are every were 
to be found, they enjoyed, for many ages, 
under a mild and Ample form of govern- 
ment, founded on a religion whofe very 
eflence feems to be benevolence and an ab- 
horrence of blood, a degree of happinefs, 
the extent and duration of which is not to 
be equalled in the hiftory of any other por- 
tion of the-,human race. 

1 

Had no events taken place calculated 

to 
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to effeO: important revolutions as well In 
the manners of a great part of mankind 
as in the fate of many empires ; had the 
barbarous hords around this happy region 
never been a£luated by any moie foicibic 
impulfe tlian fuch as the hopes of plunder 
might infpirc ; it is piobable that leveral 
centuries might have been added to the 
felicity and Independence of the Hindoos ; 
time, however, and the concurrence of 
ciicumllances, have wroughta great change 
both in the political fiiuation and perfonal 
charadcr of this people, in many 6f the 
rlcheft and moll extenfive piovinccs of their 
aucitut dominion. 

The impoftor of Mecca had eftabliflicd, 
as one of the primary principles of his 
doftiine, the merit of extending it, either 
by perfuafion or the fword, to all parts of 
the earth. This iujunftion his followers 
Itt-jfteadily adhered to, and fo eaineftly 
purfued, that in lefs than thre^e centuries 
after its firll propagation, a large part of 
Em ope, Afia, and Africa, wasfeen to em- 
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brace or fubmit to the law of the pro- 
“ phet and, among the reft, the nor- 
thern provinces of Hindoftan, which had 
fo long flouriftied in tranquil fecurity, were 
at length overwhelmed by armies of fierce 
and hardy adventurers, whofe only im- 
provements had been in the fcience of de- 
ftruflion, who added the fury of fanaticifm 
to the ravages of war, and whom a firm 
belief in the rewards which, they were 
taught to expeft, awaited all who fliould 
be fo fortunate as to die In the promulga- 
tion of the faiths infpired with an energy 
which nothing could refift. Here, however, 
the great end of all their conquefts met 
with obftacles fuch as were no where elfe 
oppofed to it ; and in India alone, the 
MulTulman fword, although it could over- 
throw governments and fubjugate king- 
doms, was incapable of gaining or of 
forcing profelytes in any proportion to the 
numbers who were fubdued ; Multifesdes 
were facri^ced by the favage hand of reli- 
gious perfecution, and whole countries 
were deluged in blood, in the vain hope 

that. 
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that, by the deftrudtiou of a part, the re- 
mainder might be perfuaded or terrified into 
the profeffion of Mahommedanifm : the 
nature of the Hindoo religion held forth 
invincible obj[l:acles.to their views : original 
in its nature, and abfolutc in its decrees, 
its precepts induce a total feclufiqn from 
the reft of mankind ; and this feclufive 
principle extends not only to the whole 
of the Hindoos, with refpefl to the reft 
of the woi'ld, but allb to every caji or clafs 
of thofe with refped to every other cqfi 
it neither admits converts from other fyf-r 
terns, nor allows of the fmalleft even tern- 
forary deviation from its own ; infomuch 
that, if a Hindoo be difeovered to have 
ever eaUn or drank, or to have aflbeiated in 
thefe ads with others, contrary to the rules 
preferibed to hijn by his religion (whether 
voluntarily, or by compullion) he 
fetts bh Cast,” — that is to fay, he be- 
caasies utterly banifhed from fociety, is 
confidered by his friends and jrelations as 
dead, and is thenceforth proferibed as an 
with whom no communication can 
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legally be held : hence every tic which can 
lay hold upon the heart of man, every en- 
joyment which conftitutes his chief delight, 
are the pledges of a Hindoo’s perfeverance 
in the faith of his anceftors. — The Muf- 
fulman Princes and Generals who firft fuc- 
ceeded in their attacks upon Hindoftan 
foon perceived the futility of thofe fan- 
guiuary efforts, which might extirpate, 
but could feldom convert, a people whom 
neither terror nor iutreaty could tempt to 
defert a fyftem upon their adherence to 
which their whole happinefs was thus 
made to depend : they therefore determined 
to relinquifh tKe impradicable ideas with 
which they had, at firll, entered upon their 
' career ; and from that period to the prelent 
time an univerfal toleration feems (with 
few exceptions) to have been the marking 
charadteriftick of the Muflulman rules 
throughout India. 

All the -’Countries of Hindoftan, from 
'the Indus to the Ganges, were in courfe 
of time fubdued by the Muflulman arms ; 

they 
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they afterwards extended their coiiquefts to 
the eaflward and fouthward ; all tlie ter- 
ritoiies on each fide of the laft-mentloned 
river (as far as the Cummow mountains) 
Bahar Bengal, the Decan and the Car- 
natick, fucceflively fell under the Ma- 
hommedans, who fettled in the countries 
they had thus acquired, governing them 
(for the nioft part) in the name and under 
thd aulhoilty of the Emperor at Delhi, 
who was recognized as Lord Paramount 
over the whole : Many other provinces 
which never were adlually fubdued, were 
fufFcrcd to retain their ancient laws and 
form of Government, under their own 
hereditary chiefs, or Rajahs^ thefe acknow- 
ledging fealty to the Mttfl'ulman court at 
Delhi, and paying tribute to its officers ; 
— Some few, fccurcd by their infignicance, 
or their inacceffible fituation, flill conti- 
nued to retain their former independance. 

Thus the Emperors of Hii^doflan held 
dominion, at one period, over a vafi: Mo- 
narchy, confifting of dift rifts, provinces, 

and 
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and kingdoms, of two different defcrip- 
tions : — The firfl, thofe which, having 
been conquered by the MulTulmans, were 
more immediately and completely under 
fubjedfion ; being protected and held in 
obedience by Muflulman armies ; having 
Courts of Jufllce eftablifhcd in them upon 
the fame principles as in Perfia and other 
Mahommedaii countries, in which all 
caufes were judged and decided by the 
ftandard of Muflulman jurlfprudence ; and 
’governed by Royal deputies or Nawabs^ 
whofe occafional appointments took place 

at Delhi : The fecond, thole, which 

never having been completely fubjugated, 
ftill retained their ancient laws and ulages, 
and were governed by Rajahs ^ fucceeding 
each other, in general, according to lineal 
defeent; but, liable to ejeftment upon any 
failure, either in the payment of their fli- 
pulated tribute, or the furnilhing of mi- 
litary aid when ^required, holdieg tbeir 
lands, in fad, by a fort of feudal vajjalage. 


A fyftem fo unwieldy from its extent, 

and 
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and compofed offiicli heterogeneous parts, 
could not long be preferved entire ; and ac- 
cordingly, the hiilory ot'Hindoflan, for the 
kjft five hundred years, exhibits little ejfe 
than a continued feries of rebellions and in- 
furredions, and reiterated efforts on the part 
of the fupreme government to quell them* 
The vigorous ad niiniff ration of a long line 
of able princes held it, indeed, for foine 
time, undiminifhed ; but a few weak reigns, 
undid the work of ages ; and during the 
decline of the houfe of Timonr, vvitliin 
the lafl centurv, this immenfe fiibrick fell 
rapidly to ruin : Province after province 
Icccded fiom their obedience, and the ex- 
tent of the imperial authority was gradu- 
ally circumlcribcd, until at length there 
remained to the defeendants of that illuf- 
trious family nothing more than a wretch- 
ed remnant of territory immediately around 
the capital, and a ffill univerfiilly acknow- 
lidged tkle to royalty exp refled by iiieffi- 
cieut declarations of fubjefitioii and attach- 
ment, which, like the ruins of fome ftately 

pile, 
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pile, ferves only to point out the fplendor 
it was once poffefled of. 

In the dlfmemberment of this unwieldy 
empire, little alteration was made in the 
interior government or policy of each parti- 
cular province : — the Kewabs neglected to 
remit their revenues to the royal treafury, 
and the Rajahs witheld their tribute, or re- 
nounced their obedience, the countries of 
each remaining, relpeftively, under the 
fame laws, and fubjeft to the fame modes 
of public admlniftration as before ; except- 
ing only that every chief, as he threw off 
his allegiance, (in faSi if not in terms j) in- 
ftead of depending any longer upon the 
appointment of the Court, affumed to 
bimfelf the right of eftablifliing the fuc« 
ceffion to the dominion of his territory in 
his own family ; each fucceflbr endeavour- 
ing, however, to give oftenfible validity to 
his claim, by procuring Firmans or com- 
miffions from the Emperor, to whom all 
Aill contiiiiied to acknowledge fealty, and 
C. to 
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to allow the barren privilege of beftowlng 
nominal honours and marks of dillindion. 

Thus, the empire of Hindoftan became, 
and has from that period confifted of, a 
number of kingdoms, provinces, and di- 
llrlds, totally independent of each other, 
or of any fupreme head, and of two diftinft 
deferiptions or denominations, Hindoo and 
Mujfulman. 

Of the former of thefe wc forbear to 
fpeak, as this, view is meant to be confined 
folely to thofe provinces which, on the ge- 
neral defection, remained, as before, under 
the dominion of the Muflulmans ; and 
this, althbugh it particularly points at the 
territories ufurped by the Rohilla Afgans, 
may neverthlefs be confidered as equally 
applying to all other provinces of the fame 
clafs. 


■^he'ERndoos in thefe dlftrlds, although 
they have loll much of their ,priftine pu- 
rity and fimpiicity of manners, do yet Hill 

retain 
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retain the ftrongcft marks of an original 
charadter. — Their climate, their food, and 
the delicate conformation of their bodies 
Concur to render them foft and effeminate; 
and the Angular eafe with which the earth 
yields all her produdions contributes to 
cherifh the natural indolence of their 
difpofitions. — They are brave, but their 
courage requires an impulfe to fpur them 
on to aftion, which feldom offers where 
all the rewards of military exertion are mo- 
nopolized by others : they are naturally 
avaricious ; but the total infecurity of 
property, whilft at the mercy of unprinci- 
pled and rapacious tyrants, in general, 
either confiderably checks this paffion by 
dlfcouraging its end, or prevents its affum- 
ing any other fhape than that of apparent 
penury, covering the mofl fecret and moft 
fordid accumulation : — hence, they are 
little defirous of improving their Atuation 
or increafing their pofleffions by ajj^of t}j.e 
bolder or more dangerous purfuits of am- 
bition ; — that abafement of mind which 
is the neceffary coufeqnsuce of a long ftate 
C ’ of 
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of ilavifla fubje£tion, fccms wholly to hcive 
lupp relied the energy of fpiiit noceCiry to 
the undertaking of great and daring ac- 
tions ; and whiill the inhabitants of thofo 
Hindoo Hates which, in the courfe of va- 
rious revolutions, have preferved or reco- 
\cicd their original independence, areen- 
terprifingand adlve, thefe, although acute 
and ingenious, are yet frigid and inert. 
Thefe iraperfe£lions do not jjrevent theniy 
iiowever, from being as induHrious as the 
nature of the arts they purfue or the foil 
they cultivate renders neceflary, at the 
fame time that they make them the more 
eafily governed ; and they arc accordingly 
uniformly fiibmllfivc and obedient. 

From this it will appear that their in- 
clinations and imbecilities lead them in 
general to prefer and purfue the quieter 
and more peaceable occupations of life ; 
and, esceptlng the call of Kyettries, who 
are foldiers by birth or by the precepts of 
their religion, and who hire tliemfelves as 
mercenaries, indifferently, to any power 

under 
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under which they can procure employment, 
— they are almofl: all either manufadlurers, 
or tillers of the ground. The few among 
them who acquire wealth, finding in ft- 
crecy their only fecurity againft extortion^ 
never have their property fo fituated as 
would give them any interefi: in the fate 
of the country they inhabit ; and, with 
refpeft to the remainder, if they be in- 
dulged in the unraolefired exercife of their 
leligious ceremonies, and the current pro- 
vifion of a flender maintenance for their 
families, they little care under what go- 
vernment they live, or by mafters of what 
completion they may be ruled : one fet of 
conquerors isdrlven out by another, andthelr 
affumed rights again ufurped by a third ; 
whllft the Hindoos, whofe country is the 
objet, and from whofe labour and inge- 
nuity that objet derives its value, ' behold 
the contell with an indifference of which 
thofe who have never had an ofportimlty 
of being acquainted with the utter apathy 
of their difpofitious can form no idea : — 
the vidors, whoever they may be, find the 
C q fame 
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fame iiitereft in cheriflilng and proteding 
thofe innocent and ufefulfubjedts as had the 
vanquifhed ; — thus the Hindoos, compa- 
ratively {peaking, fuffer but little in fucli 
convulfions ; and taking no part in the 
quarrel, are in a great meafure fcreene^ 
from a participation in its confequence^t 

The Mahonamedans, greatly as they 
muft have accumulated in fo many ages^ 
do yet bear an infinitely fmall proportion in 
po'iit of number to the Hindoos, among 
whom ftri£l: temperance, and eaily marri- 
age being indlfpeufable religious oblerv- 
ances, population Ihoots vith a vigour 
unknown in any other climate of equal 
temperature, 

The purfults of the Mahommedans, in 
general, differ very much from thofe of the 
Hindoos. — Excepting their priefts, law- 
yciSf. aiid-other diftindions of the learned 
and reclufe, their views do alnqpft univet- 
fally lie in the army or the court ; fome 
I fevst, 
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few, Itideed, of the very lowed fort are 
traders or mechanicks, manufaftarers or 
labourers. 

The only Hindoos of" any note are the 
Zimeendars or principal landholders, who 
are, however, totally dependent upon their 
MujQTulman lords, and anfwerablc to them 
for the amount of their rents, or for a 
fixed tribute at which they are aflelTed, (be- 
fides being obliged to aflift them with fuch 
proportion in men or money as may be re- 
quired upon every emergency,) — fo that the 
whole of the revenues ultimately centers 
with the Mahommedans, who fill all the 
important offices both in the army and in 
the other different departments of the ftate, 
thereby referving the efficient power al- 
together in their own hands. 

Thus it appears that, in thefe provinces, 
the great body of the people i§ qpmpofed 
of Hindoos^t who till the ground or carry 
on the manufadtures, and are invariably 
attached to the foil ; whilft the compara- 
C 4 tlvely 
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tively trifling number of Mahommedans 
hold the flate in fubjeftion, difpofe of its 
revenues, and are removable by every 
change in politicks or power. 

So long as the fupreme government re- 
tained a vigour which was imparted to all its 
fubordinate dependencies, the Hindoos in 
thefe provinces enjoyed, perhaps, as high 
a degree of happinefs and eafe as could be 
conflflent with a ftate of abfolute vaflal- 
age. — ^WKilfl the Houfe of Timour conti- 
nued to flourilh, the ear of the Emperor 
was always open to the complaints of the 
roeaneft of his fubjefls ; an unremitting 
vigilance was preferved over the conduit of 
all who were entrufled with authority ; 
and the fatal confequences of mifconduil; or 
malverfatiou were known (in the prompt 
decifions of ahfolute power) to be equally 
rapid and unavoidable. Moreover, the 
Myffnlntans were not, like other foreign- 
ers who vlflt Hindoftan, mere temporary 
fojourners. Obtaining entry into, or domi-- 
nion over, a territory, their firfl: defigns, 

originating 
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originating in the bigotry of a miftaken 
zeal, or the barbarous rapacity of defultory 
iucurfion, were fucceeded by the milder 
and naore equitable views of a permanent 
eftablifhinent, fecured upon the principles 
of juftice and moderation, which alone 
could render their acquifitions capable of 
yielding them any lafting advantage : — 
they fettled in the country, and thus be- 
coming naturalized, had a certain intereft 
in the foil. — The ftern and harlh features 
of the Muflulraan charadter infenfibly ac- 
quired fome fofter tints from an alTociation. 
with the mild, forbearing, and amiable 
temper of the Hindoos ; and a ftrong and 
united lyftem of admlniftration afforded 
■the latter protedion, at once, from domef- 
tic oppreffion and external injury. — This 
plealing face of things has, however, long 
fince undergone a moft deplorable altera- 
tion ; the power of one univerfal defpot 

being overthrown, a w'ay was ofAaed.for 
the intolera^leand uucontrouled llcentlouf- 
nefs of numberlefs petty tyrants -in the 
anarchy which increafed with the increaf- 

ing 
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ing weaknefs of the Imperial Court, the 
violent and unprincipled factions of con- 
tending nobles united to tread all order and 
fubordination under foot ; and the tumul- 
tuous diftradHons heieby engendered ex- 
tending to the mo^e diflant provinces, dif- 
fufed their fatal effeds wherefoever the 
royal authority had reached, at the fame 
time that the licentioufnefs of manners 
which is the ufuaL attendant of civil dif- 
cord, introduced, perhaps, no finall change 
into the general charader and deportment 
of the MuflTulmans about this period ; and 
thus, from the opetation of a variety of 
caufes, they became equally diflblute and 
rapacious. — In the rapid lapfe of revolu- 
tions, effeded lefs frequently by the man- 
date of the prince than by the dagger of the 
hired aflaflin, all who could obtain truil or 
command were anxious to feize the oppor- 
tunity for making the moft of fituations fo 
precaaeus : — as money was the life of every 
intrigue by which individuals hoped to 
rife to power or fereen themlelves from in- 
jury, fo no means, however nefarious, 

were 
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were omitted to acquire it : all regard to 
the lutereft of the country or the profpe- 
rity of its inhabitants was loft, where the 
verfatije fituation of affairs was occafioning 
a continual change of mafters : — and the 
Muflhlman Government every where dege- 
nerated into a confirmed fyftem of the 
moft profligate venality and the moft 
abandoned peculation ; whilft the great 
body of the people, deftitute of any 
effedlual patronage or protedlion, became 
by turns the prey of every upftart adven- 
turer, whofe circumftauces or abilities en- 
abled him to afpire at rule : and it was, 
doubtlefs, the Angular ftate of thefe cqun- 
tries in the particulars we have deferibed, 
which could have alone preferved them 
from being altogether depopulated and laid 
wafte, in the progrefs of fuch a feene of 
contention and bloodfhed, 

I, 

Such was the adual ftate of rfn?fe pro- 
vinces, whgn the folly and cruelty of 
Sujar-al-Dowlah, in its confeqoences, 
formed a neceffity for the Eriglifh to adl 
gn important and decifive part upon this 

theffre;— 
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theatre fuch was the real ftate of the 
territory which had been wrefted from the 
Mogul government by the Rohilla Afgans, 
when the policy (whether juftifiablc or 
otherwife) of fecuring the dominions and 
fupportlng the caufe of our ally induced 
the Britilh government in Bengal to affift 
him in their expuldou. 

The deduiStions to be drawn from thefe 
obfervations, fo far as they may apply to 
the matter contained in the following 
pages, we fliall leave to the judgement of 
the reader. 


ADVERTISE 



ADVERTISEMENT. 


A HE writer has ftudioufly endeavoured 
in the courfe of this work, as much as pof^ 
lible to avoid the repetition of Oriental 
terms and phrafcs In their original form, 
which local knowledge alone can render 
clear and familiar to the European reader, 
and to fubftitute fuch Englifli expreffions 
as bear the moft appofite fignifications to 
them. ' But, with refpeft to proper names 
and titles^ which fo frequently occur, and 
can neither be omitted nor altered, and of 
which it is in general very difficult 
to retain a difcriminating remembrance, 
he has followed a plan not heretofore 
adopted by any writer on thofe fub< 
je£ts, and here begs leave to fubjoin a lift 
of the principal perfonages concerned or 
mentioned in the courfe of the Following 
narrative, %’rhlch may ferve as a table of 
occafional reference, in the perufal of it. 

The 
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U 

The narrative begins by a rfitrofpe^ 
to the nfurpation of Shere Sbah<. 

The fubflance of the hiftory is included 
within the reigns of 

Mahummed Shah 
Ahmed Shah 
Allumgeer II. 

Shah Aulutn, the prefent Emperor. 

Kummir-ad-deea-Khan, Vizier under Mahummed Shah. 

Sefdar Jung, Vizier under Ahmed Shah. 

Ghazee-ad-deenKhan, Prime Mlnlftor under Allumgeer IL 
not oStdally Viziei . 

Sujar-al-Dowlah, Vizier under Shah Aulutn. 


1 Mogul Emperors of His- 
j doftan, and 


Nadir Shah, King of Perfia. 
Ahmed. Abdallee, Sovereign of CandahAr. 


Genealogical 
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Genealogical Table of ihe Family of Alleo 
Mahummed, 

Founder of the Rohilla Government, 


Shah Aulum 


Hufein Khan 


D&ood 


Aan— : 


I 


■Hafiz Rahmut Khan, &c. 


t ALLtiE MAHUflii'lh D. ^ 

f N jamut Khan. Doondee Khan.' 
Sallabut Khan. I 


f Mahboula Khan — Fittce Ooolee Khan'I) 
'Abdoola Khan, Fyzoola Ktian, Sv'itool.i Kh, 

Hied Y^r, Allah Yar, and Murtooza E 


an, Mahuin\ 
Murtooza Khan. | 


OJices in Robilcund, efter ihe death of 
Alice Mahummed. 


Hafiz Rahmut 
Doondee Khan 

Niamut Khan 
Sill^but Khali 


^ Guardians. 

^ Affiftant Minifters, 


Futteh Khan, Khanfaman, or Steward, (fuccecded by hb 
Son Ahmed Khan. • • 

Sirdar Khan, 5«%r, or Payraafter, (fuccccdcd by his Son 
Ahmed Khan, 


Other 
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Other Perfons of note* 

Kcer" Munnoo, Son to the Vizier Kummir-ad-dccn Khan, 
fome time Commander in Chief of the Mogul Ai my. 

JTejeeb at Dowlah, an Afgan of eminence, who adled ai 
Mmifter at Delhi in the abfence of the prefent Etnperoi, 

ZahitaKhan, his Son. 

Kaeem Jung, Chief of the Bftngilh tribe of Afgans, 
pofTelTeii of Fenochabad. 

Ahmed Khan Bungilh, Brother and SucceiTor to Kaeem 
Jung. 

Muazificr Jung, Son and SucceflTor to Ahmed Khan 
Bungilh. 


JS RET. AT TON 
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A 

RELATION 

OF THE 

Origin, Progrefs, and Diflblution^ 

OF the 

Government of the Rohilla Afgans, 


The Afgan “tartan whofe nurherous 
tribes (under the general denomination of 
Patans) occupy all the mountainous coun- 
try which forms the Nortli-wefterii boun- 
dary of Hindoftan, had for a long feries of 
time held the greatcft part of this immenle 
dominion in fubjedtion, aud fufnithed a 
race of morwrchs who filled the imperial 
throne at Delhi upwards of three centu- 
ries, until the fubjugation of the northern 
D India, 




28 history of the 

India, and the overthrow of the Patau go- 
vernment, by the arms of Timur Beg. 

About one hundred and forty years after 
that event, the ufurpation of Mahummed 
Ferecd-Sherc-Shah, who in the nine hun- 
dred and fiftieth year of the Higera fuc- 
ceeded in his rebellion againft the Empe- 
ror Humaioon, and drove that monarch in- 
to exile, having occafioned a violent dif- 
tradion throughout all the countries in the 
neighbourhood of the capital, many of the 
inhabitants forfook thofe diftrlds, and fled 
to the 'more dlftant provinces, hoping in 
the remotenefs of their fituations to find a 
fecurity from the extortions of the ufurper. 

Shere Shah was himfelf an ^fgan or Pa- 
tan ; and it was at this period that num- 
bers of Afgans, expeding in him and his 
fucceffors to Tee another Dynafty of the 
Pat^nifr eftabliftied upon the throne of 
' Delhi, haftened from all part^i to enlift un- 
der the ftandard of the new emperor. 
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As thofe who fled from the tyrannical 
exaftions of the ufurper and his creatures 
chiefly confiflcd of fuch as had ferved in 
the great offices of the flate, or as colledtors 
of diflriiSts and principal landholders under 
the former government, to fome of thefe 
new comers he prefented grants of the 
evacuated eflaies and employments i many 
he raifed to ports of the higheft power and 
dirtin£tion, and to all he gave every pofli- 
ble encouragement to fettle in that part of 
Hindortan ; and hence, on the death of 
Shere, when Humaioon recovered the em- 
pire by the defeat of Secunder, the nephew 
and fucceflbr of his former competitor, the 
Afgans formed a powerful body In thofe 
dirtrifts. 

As the infurreftionsand rebellions which 
have at all times difturbed the tranquillity 
of the Mogul government, prefented the 
moft ample field of advancement aiid«di- 
rtindion to thefe bold and hardy foidiers 
of fortune, after the foregoing event, 
evci y adventurer who could colled a band 
T) of 
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of lawlcfs freebooters, ufed to repair to 
Delhi to offe rhis fervlces to the king ; and, 
as the appouitiiicnt ot ftrangeis, d«;ftitute of 
any dangerous interefts or connexions, was 
the moft elligible policy in the government 
of the more diflant provinces, thcjfe offers 
were generally excepted ; this wife precau- 
tion, however, which for 'a time certainly 
contributed to fupport the authority of 
the Mogul princes, and to preferve their 
empire entire, tended, in its unavoidable 
confequences, to precipitate their down- 
fal ; as the influence, credit, and numbers 
of thefe adventurers and their defeendants 
at length increafed tofuch a degree, as fi- 
nally enabled them, in the general difmem- 
bernient of this unwieldy monarchy, to 
fecure to themfelves the independent pof- 
feffion of many of its richefl: provinces. 

Of the various petty independencies 
wlficlfi thus grew out of the ruins of the 
Mogul monarchy, one of the laft (though 
not the mofl; iuconfiderable either in power 
or extent) was eftabllfhed in the country 
I of 
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of Kuttaher, in latter times better known 
bj the name of Rohilcund, 

This territory is fituated to the eaftward 
of the Ganges, betweeia the province of 
Owde, and 'the iirft range of northern 
hills commonly called the Cummou Moiin^ 
tains ; — as its fhape is nearly that of an ir- 
regular tiiangle, embraced on two of its 
fides by the Ganges and the laft-mentioned 
boundary, it would not be eafy to give, in 
general terms, any accuiate idea of its di- 
menhons ; — its mean length, however, is 
about one hundred and eighty, and its 
greateft breadth about ninety miles, from 
which dimenfion it gradually deerrafes un- 
til it terminates in its moft ncrthnu point 
at Hirdewar, where the Ganges flows 
through the before-mentioned range. 

From acQiicurrenceof happy clrcumflan- 
ces, (as it lies in a temperate climate, andis 
watered by feveral fine rivers) the countiy 
is, in general, rich and fertile, and con- 
tains many cities of coiifidcrable note, the 
D 3 chief 
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ch'K-;f of which are Owbh, Barilla, Mo- 
radabad, and Rampore. All thcfc, prcvi- 
ous to the ufurpations ofihe Rohlllas, had 
been the capitals of royal Fowjedarrys (or 
lieutenancies) and the two former have 
lince, at different times, refpedlivtly be- 
come the feat of government, during the 
Ihort period of 'Rohilla independence. 

Among other Afg-ans who, from the 
caufes already related, came to feck their 
fortunes in the lower countries, in the 
1084th year of theHigera, (A. C. 1673) 
two brothers named Shah Aulum and 
HufleinKhan, having forfaken their na- 
tive mountains, fettled in Kuttaher, where 
they procured fome fmall employments 
under the officers of the Mogul goverment j 
but nothing farther is related of them 
worthy of note. 

Huffeiu had three fons ; Dooudy Khan, 
Ni^mutKhan, andSillaubetIChan ; thefirff 
of wliom will make a conlpicuous figure in 
j:he fequel.'-The elder brother, (Shah Au- 

lum) 
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lum) bad two fbns, — the firft named 
DS.ood Khan, and the fecond Uahmut 
Khan. 

The latter of thefe not bearing any im- 
poitant part in the enfuingfcene of a£tion 
for fcvcral years, it is necdlefs to obferve 
more of him at prefent than that his firfl: 
outfet in life was in a mercantile capacity, 
fuitable to the obfeurity of his origin ; and 
that he continued to trade between Lahore 
and Delhi, until he was called forth to fill 
more elevated and important ftations. 

Duood chofe a military life ; and after 
the manner of other Afgan adventurers, 
coliefling together fome followers, offered 
himfelf and was admitted as a volunteer 
into an army fent by the vizier to oppole 
the incurfions of the Mahrattas, who about 
this period had acquired a confiderable de- 
gree of power, and were become not a^little 
formidable ts the Mogul government, lay- 
ing wafle the country between Narwa and 
Gowalior, and extending their depredations 
D 4 towards 
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towards the baaks of the Jumna.-J — On 
this expedition Daood diftluguifhed him- 
felf by his bravery ; and beingoiuparticular 
occafiou, detached from the main army, had 
the. addrefs to furprize and cut off a parly 
of the enemy, biinging in with him fome 
elephant? and other fpoils, 

As a reward for this fervlce, DHood, on 
the return of the royal forces, obtained j), 
grant of a little diffrifl in the territory of 
Bud^von, which forms a part of Rohil- 
cuiid ; but, a retired life ill fuiting with 
his aftive and enterprifing fpirit, he pre- 
fenlly reciuilcd his little force, confiiling 
of the fiifl followers ofhib fortune, with a 
coufiderable body of his countrymen, and 
with thefe rendered many fervices to the 
neighbouring Rajahs and Zimeendars, vvhq 
were happy to procure his fupport in their 
frequent difputes with each other, which 
in tjjnfe c/juntries are geiierally decided by 
force. ^ 

The fame of this bold paitizan foon. 

reached 
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reached the ears of the Rajah of Cummott 
(or Kummdoon) who invited Diood into his 
fervice, and in a little time after gave 
him the command of all his forces ; — in 
this fituation Ddood performed many 
fervices of confiderable advantage to his 
mafler ; not meeting however with 
ihof, rewards to which he thought his me- 
rits and fervlces entitled him, he was pre- 
paring to leave the Hajah’s employ in dif- 
gull ; but in attempting to effedt this he 
was feized j and the Rajah cruelly ordered 
his Let to be cut olF, and the finews of his 
legs to be forcibly drawn out from the 
flumps ; an operation which foon caufed 
the parts to mortify, and occafioned his 
death. 

DHood left two fons ; Mahuramed, and 
Alice Mahummed"* : — -of the former of 
I) 5 thefe 


Some accounts have faid that Allee Mahummed 
was not the fan of Diood, but by birth a Hin4o9t and 
adopted by him : — this however is not only an incon- 
gruity (as a Hindoo is feldom nor ever known to be 
adopted by a MufTulrnan,) but is moreover altogetlier 

unfupported 
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tlicfe nothing remarkable is rtcordcil ; — 
but it was to the afpiiing abilities and in- 
trepid pcrfeverance of tlic latter, (co-ope- 
rating with the turbulence ot the times) 
that the Afgans owed the foundation of 
their independance in Rohilcund. 

D^ood had always indulged a lirong par- 
tiality in favour of his younger fon Alice 
Mahummed, and had him early inftru£ted 
in every military excrcifc, and in all other 
accompJilhmeuts which might enable him 
to make an eminent and fuccefsful figure 
in the execution of that; plan of feparate 
and uncontrolled independence which the 
increafing imbecility of the Imperial autho- 
rity had taught him to hope might fome 
time or other, with the ailiftance of his 
countrymen, be efleflcd in Rohilcund. 


unfapported in the original Perfian nianufcript, where 
He is politively mentioned as Daood’s fucond fon,— — 
Of the other fon (Mahummed) the MS. takes no far- 
tlier notice whatfoever, except merely mentioning his 
name, as above. 


When 
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When Daoocl flrfl: conceived his defign of 
quitting the Rajah of Cummou’s fervice, 
he took care previoufly to tranfmit the 
principal part of his property, under the 
charge of his favourite fon, to Budavon ; 
fo that, upon his death, Allee Mahummed 
found hlinfclf at once poU'cfled of confider- 
able w’ealth, and fupportcd by a numerous 
train of his father's adherents, to whom 
his gallant and munificent fpirit had much 
endeared him, and whofe defperate clr- 
cumftances and experienced bravery reii- 
deied them the fittell inflruments for the 
profecutlon of his ambitious views. 

With thefe he entered Into the fervice of 
Azmut-OolahKhan, aperfonof rank, who 
had been appointed from the court of 
Delhi Fowjdar * of Moradabad : — here he 


^ A Fowjdar Iraplies, inks literal meaningj^ a com- 
mander of troops , and is an officer appointed to aft as 
governor or iTeulenantofadiftiift, undera commiffion 
horn the king, which empowers him to levy troops 
and make war, &c, as occafion may require. 


fooii 



38 HISTORY OF THS 

foon ingratuted lumfclf idib Azmut- 
Oolah, foas to procure, through i\' > meaus, 
a renewal of the grant wliich luul b<'on 
bcfl-owed on lus father, and alio toobuiin 
the colle£tion of a couhdtrable purgunna 
on the part of the Empcior, together with 
a Jeydadf or configument of fome villages, 
which he artfully procured for the fup- 
port of his followers. 

^ Azmut Oolah being Ihortly after recalled 
to court, Alice Mahunimed feized the op^ 
portunity which this interval afforded him, 
whilft there was oo royal deputy at hand 
who might control his motions or coun- 
tcra£t his defigns, to ralfe a ftrong force, 
and eftablifh himfclf in the poffcinon of 
thofe lands, the charge of which he had 
obtained through the favour of Azmut- 
bolah : — and as thefe parts of India have 
at all times fwarmed with multitudes of 
vagraniSr (ohiefiy Afgans) who wander 
over the country in fearch of employment, 
and are ready to enlift under any ftandard 
that may be raifed, or to fight in any caufo 

that- 
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that may offer, fo he foon iiicreafed the 
number of his followers (which, at the 
time of his father’s death had not exceeded 
ihree hundred in all) to fuch a degree % 
that when a fucceffbr to Azmut-Oolah was 
appointed from Dellii, the Afgan found 
himfelf in a condition to make his own 
terms, and even to engage him (by fome 
valuable prefents) fo much in his favour as 
to procure, through his means, a com mi f- 
fion from the Court, authorizing him to 
retain the charge of the lands already men- 
tioned ; and alfo the gift of a fmall Jageer 
ill addition thereto, for the fupport of his 
dignity. 

Alice Mahummed thus raifed to fome 
degree of rank and confequence, neglefted 


^ It may, perhaps, appear furpifing that an ob- 
feure indiviilual Ihould be able to colleft or fupport a 
formidable force with fuch facility:— -it is to be con- 
fidered, however, that in an Indian artny theTompa- 
rative number of thofe who receive regular pay is very 
fmall : the horfe and accoutrements of every trooper 
are his own property, and he often engages with no 
other view than^/«Wfr. 


no 
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and after various diiputcs, and incfl^itual 
negotiations, the deputy rcfolved to at- 
temptexecuting hisdeiigns by force j and, 
as his power was fupported by the name 
and countenance of the royal authority, he 
vainly flattered himfelf that no troops 
would venture to oppofe him : — the event- 
fhewed, however, how much he was mif- 
taken in his conjedture, as, in an engage- 
ment thatenfued he himfelf was flain, and 
his troops totally routed. 

In this exploit Alice Mahumnied 
flreng,thencd himfelf with all the ftores 
and numerous artillery of the enemy ; but 
this was not the only advantage he derived 
from it ; the boldnefs of his aftions and 
munificence of his difpofition had already 
acquired him fome degree of credit with 
his countrymen*, when the fame of this 
viiflory raifed his charaffer fo high among 
themr that multitudes of Afgans imme- 
diately came from every part the coun- 
try to oflFer their fervices ; and as he attach- 
ed them firongly to his interefl: by^ making 
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oVef to them almoft the whole of the re- 
venues of his diftrldts, thofe vagrants foon 
became enthufiafts in his caufe, and were 
teady to fupport him in any attempt, how- 
ever defperatei 

; Nor wds Alice Mahummed deftitiite of 
a powerful friend at court, to raife his 
charafker, and extenuate his oppofitioti to 
the imperial authority : in truth, fo mife- 
rably was the Mogul government funk at 
this time into the bafeft venality alid cor- 
ruption, that Rebellion itfelf could with 
cafe irfie advocates to plead Its caufe ; and 
where this means failed, the fame effeit 
Was frequently produced in the outrageous 
animofities of unprincipled and faftious 
ambition. 

The high office of the Vi%aret was, at 
this period, held bylCumrair-ad-deen Khan, 
a nobleman of thefirft charaflerfor i5M;eg- 
rity and abilities : — It is probable, how- 
ever, that the reditude of his principles 
was not altogether proof of againft the 
F' fetlndions 
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feduiStlons of Immediate intcrsft ; as Alice 
Mahummed, from the firft rife of his for- 
tune, had paid court to him with unremit- 
ted affiduity, in the way we have already 
mentioned ; and It is certain that the Vi- 
zier fupported him on every oGcafioit, 
where decency and a regard for reputation,/ 
would admit of his fo doing, in the fequel:'^ 
— Neither was he, in the prefent inftance, 
\inaffe<£led by thofe other motives we have 
mentioned above ; as a mutual enmity, 
originating in the jealoufy of court in- 
trigue, had long fubfiflcd between him and 
the before-mentioned Omdat-al-Moolk.*— 
Alice Mahummed, after his vidlory over 
the deputy of Omdat-al-Moolk, as already 
related, feized the latter’s Jagheer,, and con- 
verted the revenues' arifing from it to his 
own ufe: the paymafter-general, already 
incenfed at the death of his fervant, when 
he found that his eftate was thus appro-* 
pria^d, ipade loud complaints of the ini- 
quity of fuch violent and flagitious procee- 
dings ; — but the Vizier, not reflefting how 
foon his interefts might fuffer by the 

enr, roach, > 
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fencroachments of fuch a daring ufurper, 
and happy in fupporting any one in oppo- 
fition to his rival, exerted the whole of his 
weight and authority at court in behalf of 
the Afgan Zimeendar, reprefenting his 
breach with the deputy as arifing folely 
■from the raflitiefs and rapacity of the latter, 
who, iiiftead of attenapting to effe£t the 
purpofes for which he had been fent, had 
endeavoured to rob Alice Mahummed of 
all his treafure and effeds, with a -view to 
enrich himfelf with the fpoil,— The rafli- 
nefs of the deputy’s proceedings certainly 
afforded fome colour of juftice to this plea ; 
and although thefe arguments had been 
weaker, yet they would have fufEced to 
turn the fcale in Alice Mahummed’s fa- 
vour, when fupported by the credit and 
influence of the Minifter* 

Another incident took place, Shortly 
after this, which ferved to give Ailee Ma- 
hummed a I'eputation for loyalty, fuch as 
his real deligns but little entitled him to, 
and to confirm and increafe the interefl; he 
£ z had 
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had already laid the foundation of at 
court. 

In. the prcfent diilra£led flatc of the em« 
pire, every petty Zimeeiiclar dared to rife 

in rebellion againft the government. 

There was a fettlcment of Seyds of the' 
tribe of Barrah^ which had been eftablifli- 
ed fome years before in the neighbourhood 
of Anopjliier (a town oppofitc to Rohih 
cund, on the weftern bank of the Ganges) 
where their leader or chief, Seyd-ad-deen, 
a man of a troublefome and turbulent dif- 
pofition, had been admitted as a renter ; 
and at length, in a confidence of his own 
ftrength and the imbecility of the govern- 
ment, excited his followers to raife an in- 
furreftion, and to murder all the Emperor’s 
officers who were a<3:ing in that quarter, 
or to expel them from their diftrifit in 
the fuppreffion of this difturbance Alice 
MShumroed (from whatever motive) emi- 
nently diftinguiflied himfelf, joining the 
Emperor’s forces, and entirely' routing 

the 
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the hifurgents in an engagement in which 
their ring leader was killed. 

It was generally fuppofed that Alice 
Mahummed had been induced to engage 
thus warmly in the royal caufe, at the in- 
.ftigation of the Vizier ; and in gratitude 
for the countenance and favour he had 
lately fliewn him ; however that might be, 
JCummir-ad-Deen did not fail to reprefent 
the gallantry and loyalty of his conduct 
on the late occafion in the moft favourable 
light to the Emperor, who, as a reward, 
conferred upon the Afgan the dignity of 
an Ameer, with the title of a Nawah, ac- 
companied hy zKhelaatf or honorary drefs; 
at the fame time ifluing a Firmariy or 
royal ivarrant, confirming him in the 
lands which he had fo furreptitioufly pof- 
felTed himfclf of, and invefting him with 
Other honours and ranks of diftinftion. 

This fudden and extraordinary elevation 
of a man who had, on more than one oc- 
cafion, manlfefted a difpofition by no means 
■ E 3 confiftent 
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confiftent with the imperial interefl:, was 
as impolitick and Ihort lighted in the 
couit as it was fortunate for Alice Mahuoi- 
iped, whofe fame and confequence were en- 
hanced by it in a prodigious degree ; but, 
in the moment when his fortune feemed 
to be ripening', he was again engaged in a 
bufinefs on which he rifqued all His interel^ 
and fupport at Delhi. 

Rajah Hir-Nund, a Hindoo of fome 
eminence, was appointed by the Vizier to 
the Fowjdarrey of Moradabad. 

As the Vizier, howeyer friendly his dlf- 
polition might be, was well aware of the 
iieceffity of curbing and keeping within 
bounds the afpiring Ipirit of the Afgan 
chief, the new Fowjdar had particular 
inftruflions to look narrowly into the 
conduft of Alice Mahummed, whofe views 
had^already begun to extend in confequence 
of his late acceffion of rank -He was 
alfo dlreded to make requifition of the 
proportion due to government from the 
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rents of theAfgan’s lands, which were com- 
prehended within the jurlfdidlion of the 
Moradabad Fowjdarrey ; and, to enable him 
to do fo with effed, he was accompanied 
by a conliderable body of horfe, and a 
refpedable train of artillery. 

Hir-Nuud, on his arrival at his govern- 
ment, intimated his dcfire of aq interview 
with Alice Mahummed; this, however, 
(although an indifpenfable mark of duty 
and attention to the royal commiffion) the 
latter declined ; the Rajah, foon after, 
made a formal demand of the royal quit- 
rents, to which Allee Mahummed replied 
only by a repetition of fubterfnges and 
delays ; and at the fame time began to 
colled his numerous followers, and to 
put himfelf in a pofture of defence, — The 
Rajah appears to have been fomewhat vio- 
lent and precipitate; in fad, the recent 
honours bellowed upon the Afgan had ex- 
cited the enj/y of many ; and there were 
not wanting thofe who would endeavour* 
in hopes of eileding his ruin, to Rimulate 
£ 4 the 
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the Fowjedar to adapt an abfolute and over- 
bearing mode of condudb, tending to pro- 
voke rather than to intimidate : — At length 
prefumption on the one hand and difgufl; 
upon the other urged both parties to 
a£tion : — the Fowjdar made fome move,- 
pcients with his troops which feemed to 
indicate a defign of feizing on a number of 
fmall forts within the country of AlleeMa- 
hummed ; but, if he had any fuch inten- 
tions, they were fruftrated by the valour 
and addrefs of his adverfary, who attacked 
the army of Hir Nund one morning by 
furprife, and gave them a total overthrow, 
feizing on all their treafure, artillery, and 
camp equipage ; — and the body of the un- 
fortunate Rajah was found, after the en- 
gagement, in his tent, ftabbed in feveral 
places ; fo that it was ftrongly fufpedted he 
had peiilhed by fomecollufive treachery. 

Alice Mahummed immediately made a 
reprefentation of the nature o£ this rupture 
to the Vizier, and endeavoured to dlfcharge 
bimfelf of any blame in the tranfadiion, as 
I having 
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having been in fome meafure conapelled to 
exert his means of defence in the manner 
he bad done by the headftrong violence of 
Hir-Nuud.— -The Vizier, however, was by 
no means pleafed with the bufinefs, in which 
he had been coufiderably injured in his own 
property, as the greateft part of the ar- 
tillery and {lores belonged to him ; — and 
he alfo refented the death of the Rajah, 
who ^ras an old confidential fervant, and 
his particular favourite. — He therefore dif- 
patched his fon, MeerMunnoo, with acon- 
fidcrable force, to demand fatlsfaflion for 
the injury which the imperial authority 
had fuftained in the difeomfiture of the 
Fowjdar. 

The remainder of this tranfaflion is In- 
volved in fome obfeurity. — ^We (hall not, 
however, hazard any conjeftures, butfhall 
iimply adhere, in our relation of It, to the 
account as it Hands in the origiiKil. 

Meer Munno proceeded with his troops 
to Secunderabad, and from thence to the 

hank'’ 
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banks of the Ganges oppofite toDaranagurr, 
at which place the river is fordable in the 
dry feafon, but by a long winding paflage, 
inibmuch that it would be very difficult for 
any army to crofs over there in that manner 
if oppofed by an enemy ; — here he faw the 
Afgan chief encamped on the oppofite Ihore, 
with a force fo much fuperior to hjs own, 
that he did not judge it prudent to attempt 

thepaffage. In this fituation the armies 

lay in fight of each other for feme time, 'till 
at length the two commanders came to a 
proper uiiderftanding, and a negociation 
took place, in the courfe of which Alice 
Mahummed found means not only to make 
his peace, but alfo greatly to reinforce his 
intereft with the Vizier by bellowing a 
daughter in marriage upon one of the fons 
of that minifter with a conjiderable Jowry j 
and (probably in confequence of this por 
litick mcafure) procured a grant of the 
lands formerly occupied by Hir-Nund, 
which he henceforth included within the 
circle of his poffeffions, and out of which 
he engaged to pay a fiipulated annual quit- 

rent 
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rent into the royal treafury — As Alice 
Jv^ahummed, and the greateft part of the 
followers by whofe affiftance he had been 
enabled to rife, were of the tribe of 
Afgans denominated Rohees^ or RohillaSf 
(fo termed from Roh, which in the Pitaii 
dialedl lignifies a mountainous country^ it 
was about this period that the diflridt of 
Kuttaher began to be dlftinguiftied by the 
name of Rohilcund^^ although this term 
was not applied to it in any publick inUru- 
ments or other authentick records nntU 
fome years after, 

Alice Mahummed having thus laid the 
foundation of independence in Rohilcund, 
refolved to ufe the prefent interval of 
tranquillity, not only to eftablilh himfelf 
ill his new acquifitions, but to revenge the 
death of his father D^ood, by attacking the 
Jlajah pf KummAoon. 

% 

The diftridl of KummAoon (or Cummow) 


f Anglic^^^ The ^taa or refidme of the JRehftlasJ* 

lies 
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lies along the back of thofe hills which 
derive their name from it, and which 
form the northern boundary of the low 
country to the eaftward of the Ganges. — 
It does not appear that it ever had been 
before fubdued by the Muflulmans, al- 
though the Rajah paid a fmall tribute and 
acknowledged fealty to the Mogul govern- 
ment. Preparatory to this expedition, 

Allee Mahummed fettled the interior po- 
licy of his country, and put his finances 
under proper regulations. He then ad- 
vanced towards the bills with a body of 
fifteen thoufand veteran Afgans. He was 
joined in the beginning of his njarch by a 
multitude of predatory vagabonds, who 
abound in every part of Hindollau, and 
are ready to join in any excurfion merely 
with a view to (hare in the plunder ; but 
they receive no pay, aud are of no ufe in 
afition. — As Allee Mahummed was fen- 
fible of thg difficulties he would have to 
llruggle with in the courfe of his under- 
taking, efpeclally with refpeft to provir 
fions, he deternained to throw off the in- 
cumbrance 
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cumbrance of thofe ufelefs banditti, and 
accordingly pnbliflied a proclamation de-. 
daring “ that any ftranger or other per- 
“ foil not enrolled, who fliould be found 
** within the camp after a certain day, 
“ fhould be puniflied with death.”— ‘The 
rigorous execution of this menace in a few 
inflances foon drove away all fuperfluous 
mouths, and eventually contributed not a 
little to the fuccefs of the expedition.— 
Alice Mahummsd now proceeded to Co- 
fipore, a fortrefs on the borders of the 
northern Forefts which fringe the llcirts 
of the Cummow hills to the depth of fe- 
veral miles; — here he colleded a large 
flock of provlfions, and alfo carriages for 
as much grain and other neceffarles as 
would ferve his little army for two months. 
— ^Thefe meafures, indifpenfably requi- 
fite to the ultimate fuccefs of the Afgans, 
neceflarlly occafioned fome delay ; fo that 
the Rajah was fufEciently avfare of the 
Rohilla chief’s intentions, and prepared 
for his reception by fortifying all the 
ghautts or pafTes over the mountains which 

> led 
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led into his country. — Alice Mahummenl 
had, Ibme time before, employed his 
fcouts to explore the woody region which 
(as above obferved) runs along the foot of 
the Cummow hills, in hopes of being able 
to avoid the Rajah by purfuing an unex- 
pedted route. — Some of thefe meffengers 
returned with an account of their having 
difeovered a pra<S;icable paffage by which 
{although their defeription of it was by 
no means encouraging) it was determined 
to advance.-— —The Afgans, accordingly, 
boldly penetrated at once through the 
forefts, and after a march of eighteen days, 
during which they fuffered incredible hard- 
Ihips and fatigues, at length gained the 
upper country, and arrived at ChumnSmtei^ 
(a village in Kumm&oon) which was the 
firft inhabited place they had feen for fomo 
time paft. — ^The troops of Alice Malium-* 
med here found themfelves reduced to a£t 
under every difadvantage, as they had noi 
provifiona but what they btpught upon 
their backs, and had been obliged to aban* 
don their artillery, and allb to leave all 

their 
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their horfes and other cattle behind, thele 
being unable to furmount the fteepsj 
the fuccefs of this bold attempt, however, 
fo terrified the Rajah, that he never offered 
to oppofe the Afgan troops, but fled his 
''dominion, and took refuge in the neigh* 
bouring country of Sirnagur. — Alice Ma- 
hummed thus making himfelf mafter of 
the territory vvithout reliftance, foon over* 
ran it, and acquired a prodigious booty ; 
and' having rented the whole diftridt of 
Kummdoon to the Rajah of Sirnagurr for 
three lacks per annum, he returned with 
his plunder toOwlah. 

The fortunate refult of this expedition, 
and the riches which Allee Mahummed 
and his followers had acquired by it, would 
not a little have contributed to the exten* 
fion and confirmation of his power in 
Rohilcund but foon after his arrival at 
Owlah, he found himfelf once jmore in- 
volved in a quarrel with the court, out of 
which he did not extricate himfelf with his 
ufual fuccefs. 

I Some 
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Some of the Afgau chief’s Rohilla ic- 
tainers had a difpute with the fervants 
of Sefdar Jung, Subadar of Owde, who 
had been fent by their mailer to cut 
Saal^ timbers, which abound in the forefls 
at the back ot Kuttaher this produced 
a fray, in which feveral were killed on 
both fides ; and the gumalhtc (or agent') 
who commanded Sefdar Jung’s people, 
■was obliged to fly, leaving behind him all 
his efleds, which, according to their ulual 
cuftom, were feized as lawful fpoil by 
the Rohillas. 

The agent repaired immediately td 
Owde, and laid a complaint before the 
Subadar, who, incenfed at the treatment’ 
his fervant had met with, and confidering 
his own honour concerned to refent it, 
repaired immediately to Delhi, and repre^ 
fented to the fovereign (Mahummed Shah) 


* The Saal is a very beautiful tlee, growing per^ 
feAly ftrait, to the height of 6o or 70 feet ; of cort« 
iklerable ufs in building, See, 

the 
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the injurious Infult he had fi|ftained in 
fuch ftrong colours, that an order was im- 
mediately difpatched to Alice Mahummedj 
diredliug him to recover and reftore all the 
Gumaflite’s efFefts j with ftrift injunftions 
to deliver up fuch of the Rohillas as had 
been concerned in the before-mentioned 
difturbance. 

*1^0 this requifition Allee Mahummed 
returned an anfwer filled with expreffions 
of the moft fubmiffive obedience, — but, 
at the fame time intimating — “ that he 
would never fuffer the Gumalhtes of 
any man to come into his country with- 
out his confcnt ; that he coUld not but 
approve of what his people had done ; 
“ and that he would neither reftore the 
“ cfFefts nor deliver up the plunderers, 
who had receivedj in the infolence of 
the Subadar’s peopie, a provocation, 
“ which fufficiently juftified their pro- 
“ ceedings*”^ 

This incautious reply, which amounted 
F tn 
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to an cxj)Hcit ilcclaration of avon'ccl rche{- 
lion, at Ic'ngth roufed tlie couit fioin the 
fuplnc lelharpj into which it had been fo 
long lulled, with rcfpetSt to the deligns of 
Alice M.duunmcd ; and the Empciur hav- 
ing at prefenl no other objed of greater 
moment to occupy his attention, lelolved, 
if polfible, to root out* the Afgan fice« 
hooters, and expel them entiicly from 
Kuttdher. Scfdar Jung, who hoped by 
the difgracc and ovetlhiow of Alice Ma- 
hummed to add Rohilcund to the extenfive 
dominion he already held, which from its 
relative fituation would render the whole 
of his polleflions pcifedly compad and 
eafily dcfcnhblc, was induced by every 
motive of intcrell, as wdl as of revenrto, 
to enter warmly into this determination, 


The teim, in the original is j/f.v/u/, the cafual 
interpretation of which (upon another occafion) into 
extirpate^" has given life to great and unfounded 
clamour the /rae meaning is here exhibited, both jft 
the tranjlauiit of It, and in the circumllance to which 
it applies. 

and 



ROIIILLA AFGANS. 6l 

and to fnpport and urge it to the Emperor 
by every argument in his power. He re- 
prefented the notorious turbulence and ra- 
pacity of the Afgans, and the contuma- 
cious demeanour of Allee Mahummed, 
which had been fufficiently difplayed, not 
Only in his withholding the revenues of 
the country with the charge of which he 
had been eutrufted, but alfo in his lately 
undertaking a predatory expedition againll: 
the Rajah of Kummdoon without pretext or 
authority ; — and the difgrace to the impe- 
rial honour, in fuftering a contemptible 
tribe of fifteen or twenty thoufand lawlefs 
adventurers to exercife abfolute fway pver 
a territory of fuch value and extent as 
Kultiiher^ under the immediate eye of the 
court, and almoft, as it were, within 
fight of the royal rcfidence. The Subadar 
alfo endeavoured to engage the Viiier, Kum- 
mir-ad-deen, to take a decifive part in the 
meafures he propoled ; but that Mlnifter, 
from ajealoufy of the growing influence 
of Sefdar Jung, although the circumftances 
of the times obliged him to exhibit an ap- 
F 2 pearance 
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pearance of coinciding xvith lilm, yet en- 
deavoured in lecret to thwart and counter- 
aft his views this undexhand oppofitlon 
on the part of the Vizier, however, was 
not fufficient to footh the Shah’s refent- 
iiient, or to prevent the profecution of his 
defign. 

Although the treafury was, at this pe- 
riod, very low, yet, by the afliftance of Sef- 
dar Jung and iome other nobles who 
hoped to fhare in the fruits of Allee Ma- 
hummed’s ruin, the Emperor was enabled 
to levy a conliderable army, at the head of 
which he marched towards Rohilcund In 
the month R/dl>ec-al~Safieef A, H. 1154.* 

Allee Mahummed does not feem to have 
afted on this occafioii with his ufiial 
promptitude and capacity : whether he 
might hope, by not attempting any relift- 
ance, ttr have the affair made up through 
the interpofition of the Vizier ; — whether 
he expefted that the violent feuds among 

• A.C. 1743. 

the 
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the king’s minifters might operate to his 
advantage, — or was doubtful of the fidelity 
of his own people ; — whatever was his mo- 
tive, he never attempted to face the royal 
forces ; they croffed the Ganges at Ran- 
gout without oppofition ; and proclamations 
were forthwith iffued throughout the 
neighbouiing country offciing proteftion 
and lewaid to all fuch as fliould defert Al- 
ice Mahuramed, and threatened his retain- 
ers with the fevereftpunilhments.— Sefdar 
Jung feconded the force of thefe edidts by 
a variety of undeihand praftices, of which 
his long experience in the fchool of ciooked 
politics had rendered him a very complete 
mafter ; and, by means of numerous emif- 
faries, fpread terror and difalFedtion 
throughout the troops of AlleeMahum- 
med ; fo that he found himfelf in a flioj t 
time almoft entirely deferted ; and to avoid 
immediate deftruftion, tvas under the ne- 
cefiity of taking refuge, with a few follow- 
ers who ftlll jemained faithful to him, in 
the fort of Bang&r, which was immedi- 
ately invefted and clofely befieged by the 
F 3 royal 
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royal army. — Here, when feemingly on 
the brink of inevitable ruin, his affairs were 
fuddenly retrieved by the mediation of the 
Vizieraud fame other Atnras, who, luoppo-. 
fition to the Subadar of Owde (whom they 
all feaied and detefted) joined in prevail- 
ing upon Mahummed Shah to be reconciled 
to the Afgan chief. — He was accordingly 
permitted to approach the prefence and 
make his peace, on condition of relinquifli- 
ing his country and attending the King to 
Delhi, In confequcucc of this compro- 
mife, Alice Mahummed and his garrifon 
furreudeted and were honouiably treated, 
notuitliflanding the itmonflranccs of Sef- 
dar Jung, who inhfied on the expediency 
of making an example of the contumacious 
Afgan. — But the Emperor’s lenity was not 
the only difappointment the Subadar expe- 
rienced on the picfent occafioii, as he fail- 
ed in his defigu of getting charge oiKutid-- 
her^ which, to his ufpeakable mortification, 
was entrufted to the governrpentof Ferid- 
ad-deeii Khan, the fon of Azmut-Ooo- 
Jih 5 formerly F owjd^r of Moradabad . 

AUee 
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Allee Mahummed, on his attending the 
Emperot to Delhi, left his family and moft 
valuable ‘effefts at Budavon, on the borders 
of his late pofleflions, where he hoped he 
might, fome time or other, be able to re- 
inftate himfelf. 

Sefdar Jung, provoked at the unprofit- 
able event of the late expedition, and ap- 
prehenfive that fome future coincidence of 
circumftances, by reftoring Allee Mabum- 
med to his lands, might fubvert the hopes 
ho fi-illenteitalned of adding that trad to 
the ptovince of Oude, omitted no means 
by which he might efFed the Afgan’s 
ruin ; and fuch fway did he bear in the 
councils of the King, that Alice Mahummed 
found it expedient to feciete himfelf on 
one occafion, in order to avoid the elFeds 
of his malice. 

In warding off the blows aimed at him 
by the infiduous and implacable Subadar, 
Allee Mahummed found himfelf much 
affifted by fome of the principal nobles, who 
F 4 had 
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had before interceded for him at Bangurji 
not more perhaps out of regard to him 
than from hatred to his enemy ; and (as it 
was deemed proper to keep him for fome 
time in a kind of honourable reftraint) the 
Vizier gave him apartments in his palace, in 
which he remained confined as a fort of 
J?ate prifoner for feveral months. In the 
mean time, in order to avoid any difiurb? 
ances which might be excited in favour of 
the Afgan chief, a Firman was iflued, 
prohibiting Rohillas, and all other Patens, 
of every defcription, who had formerly 
afled under Alice Mahummed from crofr 
fing the Ganges, or entering Delhi, unc^er 
any pretence ’yvhatfoeyer. 

The only flep, however, hvhich could have 
effeftually broken the Afgan confederacy, 
had been negleded. — When Alice Mahuxn-' 
med furrendered, no precautions were taken 
for the expulfion of his friends and retain- 
ers from Kutt&her, (as had intend- 

ed,) hence they ftiil continued to hold 
a local confequence and ftrength ; and 

Ihortly 
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Shortly after the Emperor’s return to Delhi, 
a confiderable number of them colle£led at 
Sumbuli (a city in thenorthernRohilcund) 

, — and becoming impatient of the abfence 
of their popular and fuccefsful chief, and 
perhaps alhamed oftheirlate pufillanimous 
defertion of him, refolved to make an ef- 
fort to rcleafe him from his prefen t con- 
finement, and fet him again at their head. 
For this purpofe upwards of four thoufand 
of them, by the connivance of fome Af- 
gan commanders in the royal forces, elud- 
ing the vigilance of the guards at the fords, 
croffed the Ganges, and paffing over the 
Dodb * province in feparate parties under 
different dlfguifes, affembled at a garden 
or villa in the fuburbs of Delhi, from 
whence they iffued in a body to the royal 
palace, and there, with much clamour, 
infifted on the enlargement of Alice Ma- 
hummed. There was at this time but a 


* This, (as tlie name fignifies) is the country ly- 
ing between two rivers, the Ganges and the Jumna ; 
Pelhi is jitviated upqii the latter. 
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very fmall force in Delhi ; a conficlcrable 
part of thofe lately levied had been already 
difbanded ; fome had been left under the 
command of Ferid-ad-deen, to fecure the 
tranquillity of the countries beyond the 
Ganges ; and the remainder had, a little 
time before, marched under Meer Mun- 
Boo, towards Lahore*, as there was an 
apprehenfion of the empire being at- 
tacked from that quarter : — thus fituated, 
the court was not a little ftartled at this 
unexpedted and alarming iufurredlion ; and 
their ignorance of its origin and extent in- 
creafed the terror and perplexity of the 
King and his mlnifters. — There were, how- 
ever, among the latter, fome Afgan ^mrasi 
■who were in fecret not much difpleafed at 
this fedltion, and they determined to make 
ufe of it as an argument for the immediate 
xeleafe of Alice Mahummed, whofe enter- 
prifing abilities they conceived might con- 
tribute to ihe aggrandizement of their par- 
ty : they therefore urged the, neceffity of 
taking fome ftep in his favour, in order to 
avert the gathering ftorm ; becaufe, being 

exceedingly 


* Page ag. 
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pxceedingly popular with his countrymen, 
there was reafon to apprehend that the pre- 
fent tumult might extend to a general in- 
furreCtion of all the Paldns in the northern 
provinces, which, in the imbecile condi- 
tion the ftate was then reduced to, might 
be attended with the mofl: ferious confe- 
qucnccs. 

The unhappy neceflity of prefent cir- 
cumftances gave fuch weight to thefe ar- 
guments as at length induced the mlnifters 
to yield to the turbulent clamours of Alice 
Mahummed’s adherents ; and the Vizier 
found himfelf conftrained reludlaiitly to 
give way to the tide of general opinion - 
for, though fiom family couneftion, and 
other confideratlons, he was much the Af» 
gan’s friend, yet he by no means confidered 
him a perfon fit to be entrufted at any di- 
ftance from the immediate eye of govern- 
ment. 

It would have been dangerous, in the 
prefent crifis, to fuffer Alice Mahummed 

to 
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to return to his former pofleffions ;-~-the 
colle£lion of the country of Sirhind was 
thex'efore bcflowed upon him, where, being 
at a diftance from his original connedtions, 
it was prefumed he would remain more 
amenable to the authority of the court ■ 
Allee Mahummed accordingly proceeded to 
that place, leaving two of his phildren 
with the Vizier as hoftages for his fidelity. 

Allee Mahummed had, at this period, 
fix fons, — Abdoola Khan, Fyzoola Khan, 
Sydoola Khan, Mahummed Yar Khan, 
Allah Yar Khan, and Murtooza Khan - 
of thefe, the Jtrfi and fccond were the 
pledges delivered as above. 

It was fhortly after the appointment of 
Allee Mahummed to Sirhind that the fa- 
mous Ahmed Shah Abdallee invaded Hiii- 
doftan, * 

No notice has been taken, in its proper 
place, of the iiivafion of Nadir Shah, as 
that event did not, at the time, bear any 

* A. H. 1155, A. C. 1744. 
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dlreft relation to the hiftory of the Afgans ; 
— but as its deftrudtive confequences to the 
Mogul power contributed not a little to the 
facility of forming the Rohilla, and many 
other independent eftablilhments which 
loon after fprung up in different parts of 
India, and, though not in its immediate 
operation, yet in its fubfequent effeds, 
materially tended to alter the general fy- 
ftem, it may here be necefiary to take a 
Ihort retrofped, as aproper introdudion to 
what follows. 

Nadir -Shah, after fubjugating 
all the provinces of Perfia, and Ipreading 
his ravages over the region which formed 
the ancient empire of Ghizni, advanced 
into Candahar, from whence he was in- 
duced, by the fadions which weakened 
and diftraded the Mogul government, to 
proceed towards Delhi; — and to this ftep 
he was, moreover, invited by,fome mal- 
content Amras in India, who expeded in 
the ruin of their monarch, and the over- 
throw of the ftate, to find opportunities for 
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the gratification of tlieir own flagitioil^ 
ambition. 

It was not probable that a weak and ef- 
feminate prince, aided (or rathe, r governed) 
by a council compofed (the Vi'iier only 
excepted) of men of the moft abandoned 
principles, each of whom was folely occu- 
pied in the care of his own little interefls, 
without the fmalleft attention to or regard 
for thepublick good, fiiould be able to con- 
dudt an army fo as to make an effedual 
jftand againft the iucurfion of troops who 
had been bred up in war, and were long 
accuftoinod to viftory : — after an adlion iii 
which, however, it appears that the Mo- 
guls behaved In a manner not altogether 
unworthy of their ancient charailer, forao 
of the principal commanders in Mahum- 
med Shah’s army, perceiving that the ir- 
regular efforts of perfonal bravery would, 
ill the end, prove no match for the un- 
daunted firmnefs of Nadir’s dilciplined ve- 
terans, began to defpair } whilft thofe 
'traitors who had invited the Perlian to 
invade their country, and among whom 

weref 
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Vtere fome of the chief fervants of the Em- 
peror, fecretly commenced feparare nego- 
ciations with the enemy; — and intelli- 
gence of this being conveyed io Mahum- 
med Shah, the unhappy prince, tottering 
on the brink of ruin in the midfl: of his 
irrefolute officers and perfidious minifters, 
was aclvifcd by liis Vizier to throw him- 
felf upon the mercy and generofity of his 
adverfary. He accordingly furrendered, 
and was treated with relpeftj and the 
Perfian forces proceeded towards Delhi, 
which city Nadir Shah entered upon the 
ninth of March, A. D. 1739. 

The particulars which followed have been 
minutely related by others : it is therefore 
fufficient to obferve that having, by the 
feizure of the royal treafury and regalia, 
by contributions, taxes, and pillages, col- 
ledled to the enormous value oifeventy mil- 
lions Jier ling ^ Nadir Shah returned towards 
Perfia, marking his route with horror and 
devaftation, * Not very long after, he was 
affaffinated ; upon which event, a number 

of 
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of rivals immediately flarted up to difpiite 
the fucceffion to his extenfive conquefts^ 
and, as is always the cafe on fuch occa- 
lions, that empire which he had formed 
with fo much rifque and labour, and fuch 
deftrudliou to the human race, fell to 
pieces, and became divided into a number 
of independent fovereignties. 

Among other adventurers who raifeii 
themfelves to royalty upon this occafioil 
was Ahmed Khan, furnamed AhdMke, 

Ahmed Khan was an Afgan, a native 
of Herat, of the tribe of Afgans denomi- 
nated Ddrau Abddlf whofe anccftors had 
held a confiderable dominion in the moun- 
tains which feparate Hindoftan from Per* 
lia;— the fortunes of his family being 
ruined, and his country overrun by the 
arms of Nadir Shah, he was conftrained to 
enter into the fervice of the Perfian } and 
although at nrft entertained in a very low 
capacity, was gradually advanced by that 
difcerning prince, on account of his ablii- 
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ties and raeiit, until he attained the poft 
of treajurtri on the laft expedition to Hln- 
doftan, 

Ahmed Khan, taking advantage of the 
luiiverfal confufion which fucceeded the 
murder of the tyrant, found means to 
carry off a gieat pait of his wealth, with 
the care of which he was entiufted by the 
nature of his employment, intofome ftrong 
receffes in the hi'ls near Gli&rebund in 
Zabliliftan, which had been the refidence 
of his anceftors. — Here he was joined by 
fuch of his tribe as had ferved in Nadir 
Shah’s army, and having colledted together 
a body of thirty thoufand Durdnnees (as 
the Afgans of this region are commonly 
called) iflued forth into the neighbouring 
country, which being at prefen t without 
any acknowledged head, was eafily fnb- 
jedled to his authority ; infomuch that, in 
the courfe of two or three years, he laid 
the foundation of a new and powerful mo- 
narchy, affuming the title of Ahmed-Shah 
Abddlke, 


O 


^hmed 
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AhmqJ Abdflllee, having perfectly efta- 
blilhed himfelf in his new acquilitionSi, 
began to turn his thoughts towaids Hino 
doflnn, where the increafing Imbecility of 
the empire gave him hoj^es of a fuccefs 
limiiar to that which had attended the ex- 
pedition of his late mafter : and with this 
view he marched eaftward, crofifed the 
Aiiucl^ and advanced through the country 
of Punjab, a fhoit time before Alice Ma- 
hummed was appointed to Siihind, as 
already related.— As Ahmed’s army con- 
lifted of not lefs than fixty thouf.uid well- 
appointed cavalry, when his intentions 
became known, the Sultan and his Amras, 
as well as all the inhabitants of Delhi and 
the furrounding country, who even yet 
feverely felt the cruelties of Nadir Shah, 
were overwhelmed with terror and dejec- 
tion.— The fameintrigues however, which, 
on the incurfion of Nadir Shah, had been 
fo deftruQive to the public caufe, did not 
at prefent exift ; and the Vizier found him- 
felf at liberty to employ his integrity and 
I vigour 
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vigour, unimpeded by the counter«plots 
which had then oblirufted their operation. 

Meer Munnoo (the Vizier’s fon) was 
ordered to advance towards Lahore*, with 
fuch forces as were then at Delhi, to 
Watch Ahmed Shah’s motions and re- 
tard his progrefs ; — the farther prepara- 
tions for defence were likely to have re- 
ceived a confiderable check from the infur- 
reftion. of the Afgaus in favour of Alice 
Mahummed j but that bufinefs being fet- 
tled, and accounts daily arriving of the 
nearer approach of theAbdallee, the Vizier 
collefled what remaining troops he could 
mufter from Rohilcund and other parts ; 
and being farther reinforced by a confide- 
rable body of horfe under Sefdar Jung, pro- 
ceeded to join his fon, and oppofe the in- 
vader. 

The Vizier advanced to Sirhind, where 
he found Meer-Munnoo, who had not 
thought it prudent to venture farther 
on account of the great fuperiority of 


* P. 68. 
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the Durdntiees ; the united troops, hav- 
.ing lodged all their heavy aitillery and fu- 
perfluons baggage iu this phu’c, purfued 
their route, and had proceeded three days 
march from thence, when they came with- 
in fight of the enemy at a place called 
— Here the adveife armies, as 
if unwilling to bring matters to any fudden 
decifion, ftrongly intrenched themfelves, 
and began their operations againft each 
other by a dlllant cannonade, which was 
continued for many days, at intervals, 
■without any mateiial lofson either fide,— 
At length, it unfertunalcly liappencd that 
the VI'/Ier was killed one evening by a 
random (hot, in his tent His body was 
Wrapped up in fhawls by the attendants, 
and it was determined, in a council of the 
thief commanders, which was Immediately 
convened upon this unhappy accident, to 
keep his death a profound fecret, and to 
attack the 'enemy the very next morning, 
before a knowledge of this '■event Ihould 
have dllheartened the foldiers, who were 
known to place their chief dependance on 

the 
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Ac appiOvcil \alour and abilities of the 
Vi/ier, Accordhi ^ly, a geneial adion en- 
fned ne.it day, in which, after various fuc- 
c. ji-., the troops of Ahmed Abdallee were at 
length repulfcd, with the lofs of a confi- 
derable part of their artillery, and driven 
feveral miles from the field of battle, 
Ahmed, a few days after, once more tried 
his fortune againfl the Mogul foices, and 
was again defeated; but this able foldier, 
far from being difmayed by thefe failures, 
at the very point when his fortune feemed 
to be moll defperatc, fuddenly turned the 
rear of the imperial army, and with a cho- 
fen body of cavalry pulhing to the eall- 
ward, nothing was heard of him for two 
days, and It was univerfally imagined that 
he had gone off towards Candah^r, when 
he feemed to fpring up out of the earth be- 
fore Sirhind, which immediately furren- 
dered to him. Having levied a hafty con- 
tribution in that place, and plundered the 
neighbouring 'country, he retired as ra- 
pidly as he had advanced, and palling 
within four miles of the Mogul army in 
G 3 the 
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the night, proceeded towards the Punjab, 

carrying with him Fyzoola Khan and Ab- 

doola Khan, the two fous of Allee Ma- 

hummed whom the Rohilla had left as 

hoftages of his fidelity, on his appointment 

to Sirhind, — as before mentioned. Thefe 

young men had accompanied the Vizier 

thus far, on his march to oppofe Ahmed 

Abdallee ; and had been ordered to remain 

at Sirhind, by which me^ns they fell into 

the invader’s hands, who conlidered them 

as the moft yaluable part of his acquifition 

in this defultory incurfion ; as, ’ by his 

power over them, he would be able to fe- 

cure the neutrality of Alice Mahummed 

(whofe abilities and enterprifing difpofition 

he was well acquainted ’with) — and even 

to render him fubfervient to his future 

• > • 

views upon Hindqftan. 

The command of the Mogul army, 
which ftlfl. remained to the weftward as a 
check upon Ahmed Abdalfee, devolved 
upon the gallant Meer Munnoo, fon of 

rhft 
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the deceafed Vizier, who had fignally di- 
ftinguifhed himfelf in the lateaftious. 

The old Sultan, Mahummed Shah, 
never recovered the lliock which he fuf- 
tained in the death of his favourite, the 
faithful K.ummir-ad-deen ; — he died Ihort- 
ly after, and was fucceeded in the imperial 
dignity by his fon Ahmed, who appointed 
Sefdar Jung, the Subadar of Ovvde, to the 
high office of the Vharet. 

Coiifidering all circumftances, the re- 
pulfe of the Abdallee was certainly an 
event which could fcarcely have been ex- 
pected, — and lerved, for the moment, to 
keep alive the dying embers of the royal 
power. — But, whilfl fome remains of the 
empire were thus prefeived in one (quarter, 
many of its provinces were , alienated in 
;uiother. 

It has ali;eady been obferved that Alice 
Mahummed Hill entertained hopes of being 
able, fome time or other, to recover the 
P 4 Jagheers 
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Jaglieers and other tenures which he had 
pofleffed in Rohilcund, 

On his arrival at Sirhind, he immediately 
began to call together his fcattered banditti^ • 
whom he gratified with whatever he could 
glean front the country which had in fo 
weak a manner been entrufted to his 
charge ; and in confequence of his lavilK 
profti'fenefs to his followers, could make 
no remittances of revenue to Delhi ; — he 
was, however, deterred from undertaking 
any thing openly, for the prefent, by the 
tircumftance of Meer Munnoo being for 
feme time encamped near Sirhind with the 
advanced divifion of the royal forces. 
When he heard that the Vizier was about 
to march from Delhi with' the remainder 
of the Mogul army, in order to forzn a 
jun£lion with Munnoo, h'e wjthtirew to 
Gungapore, a town about fixteen miles 
diftant from Sirhind, under pretence of 
coUeding the rents of that Ptw*gunna,‘but 
in reality to avoid an' interview with the 
minifter, and to evade any demands which 

might 
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might be made of him in the prefent exi- 
gency ; — and, as foon as he \mderftood 
that the Vizier had pafled Sirhind, he pro- 
ceeded immediately to thcGanges, and crof- 
ling that river atBiceghant, marched direct- 
ly into the heart of Rohilcund ; and being 
there joined by the greatefl: part of his old 
retainers, prefently polfefled himfelf of all 
the countries which had formerly been in 
his hands, as well as the Jagheers of Kum- 
mir-ad-deen, Sefdar Jung, and others, 
comprehending almoft the whole of Kut- 
t^hei'. 

As a great part of the royal forces had 
been withdrawn from thefe provinces to 
reinforce the main army under the Vizier, 
the few who were left never attempted any 
oppofition to Allee Mahummed. — Some 
of’the commanders he bought over to his 
intereft ; others he drove away ; and the 
circumfiances of the time preventing the 
poffibility of,any meafures being taken to 
remedy his defection, he was left at full 
liberty to purfue every -ftep which might 
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be neceflaiy for his eftabUfliment. He, 
by contributions and other means, raifed 
confiderable fums, which he employed in 
levying troops, providing artillery-flores, 
building fbme forts and repairing others ; 
and made fo rapid a progrefs in his fchemes, 
that when the government at Delhi was 
rejflored to tranquillity, he found himfelf 
able to make his own terms with the new 
Vizier ; and in confequeiice of a private 
bargain with the minifter, obtained from 
the Emperor, foon after his acceflion, grants 
of all thofe territories he had lately feized, 
including the Jaglieer of Moradabad, be- 
longing to Kumrair-ad-deeii, but which 
had been vacated by bis death, that of the 
Nizam confifting of the diftridt of Barelli, 
that of Sefdar Jung confifting of Dam- 
poor and Sheerkootch, together with other 
eftates of many principal Amras ; {jo that 
in fa£l:, (if the grants of an impotent prince 
could be fajid to beftow any additional title) 
AUee Mahuramed procured,^ as a fubjeft 
of the Mogul government, a full and legal 

authority 
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authority over the whole of Kuttaher^, 

Nothing can afford fo Urong an Inftance 
of the deplorable imbecility to which the 
court of Delhi was at this period reduced, 
and of the corruption or infatuation which 
reigned in its councils, than this conduct 
towards a man whofe whole life had exhi- 
bited a continual feries of refiftance, and 
coutempt of the imperial authority. — We 
have juft feen an effort made to repel a 
foxwidiZ.b\& foreign foe, attended with fuc- 
Cefs ; whilft, from a want of interior po- 
litical ftamina, every Zimeendar raifed the 
ftandard of rebellion with fuccefs, every 
lawlefs ruffian committed his enormities 
without fear of punifhment, and every Ipe- 
cies of rapine and devaftation were perpe- 
trated without reftraint ! — but to return. 

Alice Mahummed finding himfelf at 
length permanently fixed in what had lb 
long been the objedt of his wilhes, began 
immediately to fettle the interior police of 

* A, H, 1J57— A.D. 1746. 

the 
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the territory under proper regulations ; 
and, that he might not be incommoded by 
the incurfions of the petty Rajahs, who 
held tra<f1:s along the foot of the Cummow 
hills, he rooted out all thofe from whom 
he had any apprehenlions, and drove them 
to the other fide of the Ganges, without 
any regard to their prior right in thofe 
lands, which had been the feats of their 
auceftors for ijpany centuries. I'his was a 
mode of adling diametrically oppofite to 
what had ever been obferved by the Ma- 
hommedan fettlers in Hindofian ; the Ro- 
hilla chief, however, did not fiop here ; 
but condu«5ted himfelf towards all the Hin- 
doos of any rank or confequence in Rohil- 
cund (the only name by which Kuttaher 
was after this difiinguilhed) with a cruel > 
and unjuftifiable feverity. He deprived 
fuch as were Ziraeendars of their lands, 
and the public officers of their employ- 
ments, and rilled the places thus vacated 
with his creatures ; fo that in fhe fpace of 
a few months the country was pujt com- 
pletely under a Patan government. This 

decided 
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decided mode of proceeding, although 
harlh and tyrannical, yet was certainly the 
only means of fecuring Alice Mahummed 
in that abfolute independence at which he 
aimed, as it formed a combination apparent- 
ly too ftrongtobe ftiakenor deranged by any 
meafures the court of Delhi might in fu- 
ture adopt for the recovery of its domi- 
nion, leaving the revenue of every diftrift 
.at his foie difpofal, and opening to him the 
moft fecret fources of intelligence;— and 
accordingly we do not find that, during 
the remainder of his life, any attempt was 
made to difturb or fubvert the defpotic au- 
thority of the Afgans in Rohilci;nd. 

Had the life of Alice Mahummed been 
prolonged, it is certain that he wpuld have 
raifed this country to a high degree of hap- 
pinefs and profperity ; as, being altogether 
unmoleiled by other interference, he em- 
ployed his whole time in making various 
wife and falatary regulations, placing his 
army on a refpeSable footing, and cor- 
refting and arranging the different depart- 
ment'* 
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irtents of government with a Ikill which 
diftinguifhed his cliaraflier as much for his 
policy and prudence in the exercife of 
power, as his preceding adions, for the 
perfeverance and enterprize by which that 
power was acquired. 

But the time footi arrived, when Allee 
Mahutnmed, in common with other fuc- 
cefsful heroes, was to prove and experience 
the idle vanity of ail the purfuits of ambi- 
tion. 

( 

He had for fome years been fubjed to pe* 
riodical returns of deafnefs, but without 
any material injury to his health in other 
refpeds this diforder, about fourteen 
months after his reinftatement in Rohil- 
cund, returned upon him with uncommon 
violence, infomuch that it is faid he could 
not hear the report of a cannon ; he was 
at the fame time feized with a droply which 
baffled; the fkill of the phyficiaiis; and 
finding that this laft difeafe increafed upon 
liim, and that his diflblution approached, 

he 
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he was anxious to put affairs on fuch a 
footing as would fecure the inheritance of 
his territories to his children. 

As all his fons were ftill under age, Al- 
ice Mahummed was fufficiently aware that 
the transfer of the government into any 
one hand until their maturity would be 
likely to defeat his intention ; — but he 
hoped by a judicious partition of the whole 
power among a number of the principal 
individuals for that period, to create a coun- 
terpoife of interefts in the community, 
which might eventually operate in favour 
of his heirs, 

He therefore called together all the chief 
perfons of the Rohilla party ; and it is on 
this occafion that the firft mention is made 
of Rahmut Khan and Doondy Khan, 
as bearing any part in the tranfac- 
tions in Rohilcund : the former of thefe 
was the uncle" and the latter the coufin of 
Alice Mahummed : — they had heretofore 
moved in a very humble fphere ; but their 


See Page 5. 


relation, 
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relation, upon his final cflabUfliaient it> 
that quarter, had beftowc’d upon them the 
charge of fome of his moft important di- 
ftrids in the territories of Barellee, and 
Bifibolee. He now conftituted the former 
of thefe or chief Guardian- of his 

children during their minority ; he like- 
wife joined Doondy Khan in the guar- 
dianfhip appointing him commandant 
of the troops. He in their prefeqce ex- 
ecuted a will, in which he direfled that, 
until the return of his two eldeft fons, 
Fyzoola Khan and Abdoola Khan, (who 
had been carried off by Ahmed Abd&llee 
to CandahAr) the fupreme government 
fhould, under the diredtion and control 
of the guardians, be vefted in his third fon, 
SydoolaKhau ; and he received from the 
guardians the moft folemn promifes and 
affurances of their inviolable attachment to 
-all his children, which they ratified by 
oath upotx the Koran. Thefe men were, 
of courfe, to be neceffarily entrufted with 
a principal fliare in the executive autho- 
rity but as a check on the dangerous in- 
fluence 
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fluence with which they would hereby be- 
come veiled, he united with them hls kinf- 
tnen, Ni^mut Khan and Sillabut Khan, in 
the general adminiftration of alFaits. He 
alfo created two piincipal officers of ftate ; 
— Futte Khan, one of his moil favohrite 
retainers, who had invariably adhered to 
his interefts in every change of his for- 
tune, he nominated to the poll of Khanfa- 
tnan, or fteward | and Serdar Khan to that 
of Buxyt or paymafter, to a<St immediately 
under the regents. To all thefe Allee 
Mahuttimed gave the government of dif- 
ferent diflridls, which they refpeftively 
fwore to hold in truft for his children. 
The whole were, upon every emergency, 
to confult together for the good of the ge- 
neral ftate j and, in cafe ofneceffity, each 
was to lead his proportion of forces into the 
field, and to pay a quota into the grand 
treafury under the Buxy for the dilburfe- 
ment of contingencies. Allefr Mahum- 
med’s laft car^, previous to his deceafe, was 
to difcharge, with a fcrupulous exaftnefs# 
all the ai rears due to his troops ; he alfo 
H diftributcd 
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diftributed an advance among them to the 
amount of twenty-five lacks of rupees, 
taking an acknowledgement from every 
individual, by which each folemnly bound 
himfelf to fiand by and adhere to the caufe 
of his family ; and thefe acknowledge- 
ments were lodged in the J’ojhek-Khani^ or 
chancery, under the care of Futte Khan, 
khanfaman. 

Allee Mahummed did not long furvive 
the new arrangement of the Rohilla go- 
vernment ; and the circumftances of his 
death were not lefs remarkable than the 
whole tenor of his life. On the morning of 
his deceafe, he was carried into the Durbar, 
where were aflembled all the principal per- 
fons with whom he entrufted the manage- 
ment of his territories. — Here he publicly 
• declared the particulars of his will, in 
whlcii he had fettled the different divifions 
of the country upon his fons, according to 
adiftribution therein mentioned; — and in- 
treating their proteftion of his children, he 

expired 
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expired amidft the united murmurs of for- 
row and applaufe* on the 4th of the fecond 
Jemmddi iil the i i6oth year of the Higera*, 
after acquiring a great and laftiug reputa* 
tion among his countrymen, 

Alice Mahummed, at his death, left fix 
fons, whofs names have been already men- 
tionedf ; the two eldeft of thefe Were ftill 
■with Ahmed Abdallee at Candahar J ; the 
remaining four,— to Ivit, Sydoola Khan, 
Mahummed-Y^r Khan, Allah-Y^r Khan, 
and Murtooza Khan, being yet infants, 
were committed for the prefent to the 
charge of Futte Khan, khaufaman, and 
the guardians provided an adequate cftab- 
lifliment for their fupport. 

The death of Alice Mahummed opened 
the way for feveral attempts to overfet the 
Afgan interefts in Rohilcund, and to drive 
them from their ufurped poflef^ons, 

I ■■■! I ■■■ I I I III. 

* A.D. 1749, -f* Page 70. t fag’s 80. 
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With this intention, Kuttub-ad-deeu, 
the grandfon of Azmut Oolah, repaired to 
Delhi, and with eafe obtained a Firman 
for the fucceflion to the P'owjdarrey of Mo- 
radabad. But the power of the court was 
now reduced fo low, that it could not afford 
any affiftance to its fervants to enforce the 
royal mandates ; orders were every day 
jfTued which never were obeyed, and di- 
ftrifl:s granted which could never be fub- 
dued. — ^Kuttiib-ad'deen fatally experienced 
the truth of this obfervation marching 
into Rohilcund under the fan£tion of the 
royal commiffion, but with a force by no 
means equal to fuch an undertaking, he 
was met at Dampoor by the Rohilla troops 
under Dooiidy Khan, who entirely defeat- 
ed him, and put all his followers to the 
fword. 

Scarcely was this difturbance quelled, 
before another more formidable enemy ap- 
peared to contend with. 

Some years previous to the events we have 

been 



ROHJLLA AFGANS. 95 

been relating, the Afgans of the Buiiglfti 
tribe had made a fettlement at Ferrocha- 
bad, which from the fubfequent imbecility 
and increafing weaknefs of the court, had 
lirice been (like many other parts of the 
empire) eredted into a fort'of independent 
principality ; paying only a nominal tri- 
bute, and acknowledging the authority of 
the Mogul government, but without ex- 
hibiting any real proofs of dependance 
upon it. — ^Kdeem Jung Bungilh was, at the 
period here treated of, chief of that tribe, 
and was jftiled “ Nabob ofFerrocbabad.'*— 
He entertained the fame hopes which had 
deluded Khttub-ad-deen, of profiting by 
the death of Alice Mahummed, concluding 
that the Afgan chiefs in Rohilcund, being 
deprived of their ufual firm fupport by this 
event, would eafily yield to the firft im- 
prefiion he Ihould attempt to make in that 
quarter. He accordingly prepared a nume- 
rous army, and a formidable tfain of artil- 
lery ; and crofling the Ganges on a bridge 
of boats at Futty-Ghur, proceeded up the 
erftetn bank of that river, oo pretence of 
H feeking 
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feeking fatisfadtion for fome encroach- 
ments which had been made upon him by 
the Rohillas, and fome affronts his people 
had received from them in the fmall por- 
tion of his territory which lay on that fide 
of the river. 

The chiefs in Rohilcund, when they 
were certified of Kieem Jung’s intention, 
were at firft ftruck with terror and difmay ; 
as they were well acquainted with his 
power and bravery, and their govern menf 
had not yet attained a fufficient degree of 
firmiiefs to enable it to withftand fuch a 
(hock without manlfeft danger. The two 
eldeft fons of Alice Mahuramed were more- 
over abfent ; and the third, in whom the 
oftenfible authority of theflatewas vefted, 
was as yet a child, whofe prefence pould 
infpire but little ftability in their councils, 
or valour in the field. The guardians 
therefore font ambalTadors toKdeem Jung, 
in the moft fuppUant terms, to deprecate 
his refcntment, and ofiering to furrender 
to him the whole territory they were pof- 

foffed 
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fcffed of to the weftward of the Ganges . 
they likewife rep refen ted to him the ill 
policy of the Afgan powers quarrelling 
with and difabling each other, at a time 
when their force fliould rather be combined 
to refill: the machinations of their common 
enemies. 

All this reafoning, however, had no 
effect upon K^eem Jung, who was deter- 
mined to aim at nothing lefs than the total 
fubjugation of Rohilcund ; and the fumif- 
five profefiions of the chiefs indicating a 
great degree of confufion and alarm, in- 
duced him the more obftinately to perfift. 
The Rohillas were therefore obliged to pro- 
vide againft the worft. 

The guardians and other minifters af- 
fembled their forces, and fet young Sy- 
doola Khan at their head, in hopes that 
his prefence, by reminding the foldiers of 
their formerdfuccefs under his father, might 
he regarded by them as a propitious cir- 
H 4 cufiance, 
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pumftance, and be attended with fame 
good effeil:. 

Klecm Jung advanced to Owde, an4 
from thence attempted, by dire£ting his 
route to theeaftward, to penetrate into the 
heart of Rohilcund. 

Shortly after, the adverfe armies met 
upon the plains ofDowrey, about fourteen 
miles from Owlah, where a bloody engage- 
ment enfued, in which, after a variety of 
fuccefs, K&eem Jung being llainby a match- 
lock Ihot, his troops at length gave way, 
and were totally routed. 

The Rohillas after this vidlory feized 
on all the pofleffions of Kieem Jung, to 
the eaftward of the Ganges. 

Sefdar Jung, who bad by this time ac- 
quired an unbounded authority at Delhi, 
reigning over the Emperor himfelf as well 
as the Atnrasoi the court with an abfolute 
fway, was much pleafed at this breach be- 
tween 
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tweep the Afgan powers, whofe growing 
influence in the northern provinces was 
greatiy dreaded by him ; and had indeed ' 
been no inconfiderable check upon his am- 
bitious deflgns ; — nor was the confequent 
defeat and death of Kleem Junglefs agree- 
able to him, as that chief had often treated 
the orders of the fupreme government, and 
the Emperor’s requifitions of fupplies for 
the fervipe of the ftate, with the moft con- 
temptuous indifference and negleft ; and 
thefe events afforded an opportunity for 
recovering the dominion of Ferrochabad, 
and felzlng on the trcafureand effedts of the 
deceafed" as a punifhment for his contuma- 
py. With this defign the Vizier marched 
from Delhi at the head of a confiderable 
force, and iiivefted Ferrochabad, 

Kkeem Jung’s family having been left 
at Ferrochabad without any protedtioii, 
were in no condition to oppofe Sefdar Jungi* 
and endeavoured to make their peace, by 
furrendering to him their whole property; 
r-but he, in order to prevent any future at- 
tempt 
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tempts to revenge this extortion in behalf 
of the Emperor, fei2xd K^eem Jung’s mo* 
ther, and fome others of his relations, 
and fent them to the fort of Allehabad j 
♦—determining to hold them as hoftages 
for the future demeanour of their party. 

In the mean time, Ahmed Khan Bun* 
gilh, the brother of K&eem Jung, after the 
battle of Dowrey, collefted the remains 
of the defeated troops at Maw, , Here he 
was joined by his brother’s wife, who had 
contrived to eflPeft her efcape from Ferroch- 
abad, and brought with her fome money 
and jewels, and a few faithful followers, 
Thefe propitious events ferved to fupport 
the declining fpirit of the Ferrochabad 
Afgans ; and numbers of them flocked in 
every day from all parts of the country to 
the ftandard of Ahmed. This loon ena- 
bled him to proceed to aftion ; and he pre- 
fently marched to Ferrochabad, drove the 
troops of Sefdar Jung out of that city, and 
put to death all thole who had been any 

way 
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way inftrumental ia the misfortunes of his 
family. 

Rajah Newel RSy, who was a favourltft 
yetaiuer of Sefdar, and afted as his deputy 
in the province of Oude, immediately 
parched with a great army from that place 
to attempt the recovery of Ferrochabad. 

Ahmed Khan Bungifli had by this time 
fb much ftrengthened himfelf, that he took 
the refolution of marching out to meet the 
deputy, who had pa0ed over the Ganges at 
Kinnoge, about thirty miles below Fer- 
rochabad, and was already fome way ad- 
vanced on his route towards that city. 
Their forces engaged upon the banks of the 
Calli-Nudee (a fmall river which runs in- 
to the Ganges) and after an obflinate con* 
fll£t, the Rajah being at length flain, his 
troops fled on every quarter. — Ahmed Khan 
purfued them for feveral cofs from the field 
of battle with -terrible flaughter ; and fol- 
lowing his blow, hecrofled the Ganges on 
|:he bridge of boats which Newel R&y bkd 
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cojiilru£ted upon that river at Kinnoge, and 
inarching direflly to Oude, feized on all 
the treafure and effefts of Sefdar Jung. 

The Vizier, Incenfed at this overthrow, 
moll balely and cruelly caufed all the indi- 
viduals of theBungilh family, whom he had 
imprlfoned, to be put death ; and taking 
forty pieces of the royal artillery from Del- 
hi, marched in perfon with what force he 
could mufter agaiuft Ahmed, who imme- 
diately returned from Oude toward the 
Ganges, and paffiug over on the bridge of 
boats before mentioned, difpofed a part of 
his troops io as effedfually to cover the ter- 
ritory of Ferrochabad, and with the re- 
mainder prepared direBly to meet and en- 
gage the royal forces. This boldnefs in- 
timidating the cowardly Vizier ; and after 
fome ikirmiflies, in which Ahmed Khan 
was generally fuccefsful, the contending 
parties af length met on a large plain near 
the village of Pjiitidr^g, rwithin twelve 
miles of Ferrochabad, where enfued one 
of the fierceft engagements recorded jn the 

ftruggles 
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ftruggles of the declining empire.- At 

firft, the aftion, from the fuperiority of 
forces (particularly artillery) feemed ra- 
ther to incline in favour of the royal army ; 
but during the hotteft part of the engage- 
ment there fuddenly arofe a Jand-Jtom^ 
(common in thofe parts of India) which 
blew with violence diieftly in the faces of 
the Moguls ; and the Afgans, improving 
this advantage, ruftied on in the bofom of 
a thick cloud of duft, and charged their 
enemies with irrefiftible impetuofity. — The 
Vizier’s troops being blinded by the find, 
could neither judge of the number, nor di« 
ftlnguifti the attack of their aflailants; 
their panlck was increafed by the whirl- 
wind and darknefswhich furrounded them, 
and in a few minutes they gave way and 
fled with the utmoft precipitation. All 
the Vizier’s artillery was taken, and his in- 
fantry cut off to a man. — He himfelf ef- 
caped with difficulty, and two days after 
arrived at Delhi in a tranfport of rage and 
defpair. He now refolved, at all events, 
utterly to extirpate the Afgans> and to 

I rilt' 
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rlfk, the exiftence of his own power, and 
of the ruinous remains of the empire, to 
eifeflhispurpofe, by calling in the aid of 
the Hindoo powers, whofe alliance was 
fcarcely lefs deftrudtive than their enmity* 

In purfuance of this refolution, he drew 
the whole of the money out of the royal 
treafury ; and finding this to be infufBcient, 
laid Delhi and the neighbouring country 
under a heavy contribution. — He next en*' 
tered into a treaty with the Mahratta 
chiefs, Apa-Jee and Mulhar~Row, pro* 
curing their alliance by giving them a large 
jfum in advance, and bonds to a confidera- 
ble amount, in confequence of which they 
joined him with a body of fifty thoufaiid 
horfe. — By fimilar means he procured the 
affiftance of Soor^j Mull with a number of 
J^ts. 

With fhefe united forces the Vizier ad- 
vanced once more towards Ferrochabad* 

f 


Ahmed Khan prepared to oppofe them s 

buf 
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bift finding himfelf unable to contend, alone, 
with fo powerful a confederacy, he applied to 
the Rohilla chiefs for affiftance, reprefent- 
ing this as a common caufe, in which the 
whole of the Afgan powers fliould feel 
themfelves equally concerned, Thele 
chiefs, however, were much averfe to in- 
volving themfelves in a quarrel, from the 
moft favourable iffue of which they could 
derive no effential benefit, and in cafe of 
defeat had every think to fear; — they 
would not, therefore, pay any attention to 
this reprefentalion ; upon which Ahmed 
Khan fent his mother, who was a woman 
of great art, and pofTefiTed of a mafculine 
underftanding, to endeavour to negotiate 
an alliance with the Rohillas, and to fettle 
all matters of difpute that had arifen be- 
tween them and Kaeem Jung. 

The Begum accordingly repaired to Kut> 
taher, and applied feverally to the chiefs, 
but to no purgofe ; they declared ** that 
“ they had no objeftion to compromife 
<« every difpute with the Bungilh family ; 

“ but, 
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“ but, that they could by no means think 
** of involving themfelves in a new quar- 
“ rel with the united forces of the Etnpe- 
** ror, the J^ts, and the Mahrattas, the 
“ event of which muft, in fome refpefts, 
“ be prejudicial to them, and might prove 
“ totally runlous to their interefts.”— — 
As a laft refource, the old Begum waited on 
Sydoola Khan, and ufiug every artful infi- 
jauation that could flatter his vanity or in- 
flame his ambition, at length perfuadcd 
him to take a part in Ahmed’s quarrel with 
the Vizier, notwithftanding the ftrong re- 
monftraiices of the guardians and other 
ancient chiefs he accordingly prepared 
to join Ahmed, accompanied only by Fut- 
tee Khan and his troops, as Hafiz Rahmut 
and Doondee Khan fo entirely difapproved 
of this rafh proceeding, that they pofitively 
refufed to take any part in it. 

The Rohlllas do not appear, on this oc- 
cafion, to have adled with much fyflema- 
tick prudence. — ^By peimittiug z part of 
their forces to join Ahmed Khan they drew 

upon 
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upon themfelves the refentment of a 
power which, if fuccefsful in the firft in- 
ftance, they would not be able to with- 
ftand ; — or, by fufFering a narrow and 
felfifti policy to outweigh every more re- 
mote coufideration, they, in the wilful 
facrifice of a natural ally, laid the founda- 
tion of their own misfortunes. 

Whilft thefe tranfadions took place in 
Rohilcund, Ahmed Khan, In the mean 
time, finding himfelf utterly unable to at- 
tempt any oppofition agalnft the prodigious 
force of the Vizier, evacuated Ferrocha- 
bad, and crofling the Ganges at Futty 
Ghur, deftroyed the boats upon that river 
for many miles, and joined Sydoola Khan 
at Amraopore. — ^The whole Afgan force, 
when united, did not much exceed fifteen 
thoufand men. 

Sefdar Jung, when he arrived at Fer- 
rochabad, finding that place defolate, im- 
mediately difpatched a body of Mahratta 
I bnrff* 
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horfe to felze the boats at RamgS.ut, about 
feventy miles higher up the river. 

It would appear that the allied army of 
the Afgans was not properly difpofed, or 
that the commanders were not fufficiently 
adive in defending the paflages of the ri- 
ver, which Sefdar Jung, in a few days, 
crolTed at the above place, with little oppo- 
fition. This neceffarily obliged the Af- 
gans, who had before advanced to the fouth- 
ward, to fall haftlly back in order to co- 
ver Rohilcund. Sefdar Jung halted for 
fome days at Affidpore, near the fords, 
and from thence wrote to Sydoola Khan 
and Futtee Khan, requiring them imme- 
diately to forfake the Bungifh chief, and 
repair to the royal ftandard. — He alfo dif- 
patched Firmans in the name of the Empe- 
ror, to the other Rohilla chiefs, demand- 
ing the Mogul government’s proportion of 
the revenues for the laft three years, which 
they had never rendered any, account of. 

The guardians now felt the fatal effedls 

of 



XOHTLLA AFGANS. lOp 

of that equivocal and indecifive mode of 
condufl which they had adopted, in fuf- 
fering one of their body to engage in this 
difpute. They found themfelves involved, 
and they muft either take an adlive part, 
and openly rebel againft the acknowledged 
authority of their Ibvercign, or fubmit to 
fuch terms as might be impofed upon 
them. It may readily be conceived tliat 
they adopted the former alternative ; — im 
Ilead, tlierefore, of returning any direft 
anfvver to the aforefaid demand, they pro- 
pofed to join the other confederate Afgans 
with their forces, in order to oppofe the 
Vizier but before this juudtion could be 
effeded, Sefdar Jung, aware of their in- 
tentions, marched direflly to attack Ahmed 
Khan and his allies, who fell back at his 
approach, wifliing to avoid an adion until, 
they Ihould be reinforced ; but the impe- 
rial forces ftill continuing to prefs upon 
them, a battle enfued in the neighbour- 
hood of Iflamnagurr, fourteen miles from 
Biffoolee, in which the Afgans, from the 
T , irrchftahle 
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irrefiftable fuperiority of the enemy, were 
foou totally routed and dxfperfed. 

An univerfal panick immediately fpread 
among all the Afgans throughout the Ro- 
hilla territories.— -Theguardians carried ofF 
Alice Mahummed’a children to Owiah, 
and finding no fafety there, fled with their 
families and treafure to a ftrong pofl; in the 
Cummow hills, a fhort diftance above Loll- 
d6iig.— Here they intrenched themfelves, 
and rendered their iituation impregnable 
againft any fudden attack ; which they were 
allowed abundant leifure to accomplifh by 
the uaccountable dilatorinefs of their ene- 
mies, who, inftead of profecuting their 
blow with vigour, halted near the field of 
battle feveral days, ^ud afterwards ad- 
vanced towards the hills by very ealy 
marches. At length, when the impe- 

rial troops arrived before the poft which 
the Rohillas occupied, Sefdarjung, judge* 
ing it extremely hazardous to attempt an 
attack, refolved to form a fort of blockade, 
in hopes of reducing them by famine ; ai^d 

wheq 
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when his heavy artillery anived (which 
had been delayed in their approach by the 
thicknefs of the woods and the badnefs of 
the roads) he commenced a cannonade 
againll: the Rohilla works, but with little 
cffedt. The Afgans, during thefe operations* 
made many failles, and forae with confi- 
derable fuccefs : they alfo found means to 
be fupplled with provifions from the hills 
in their rear fufficient to fubfift them for 
fome months;— but they became fickly 
from the unhealthfulnefs of the place in 
which they were pent up, and muft foon 
have been reduced, had not the intrigues 
of the court, and the obftruftions Sefdar 
Jung met with in his own army, contri* 
buted to their deliverance. 

Whilfl: the Vizier was profecutlng his 
Operations againft the Rohillas, advices 
were received from Delhi that Ahmed Ab- 
dallec, havingrepulfed the royal forces, was 
marching againft that place with a large 
army ; determined, as was fuppofed, to 
depofe Ahmed Shah, and eftablilh himfelf 
I q upon 
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upon the imperial throne. The Emperor, 
at the fame time, wrote to the Vizier with 
his own hand, requiting him in the moft 
prefling terms to return directly to court ; 
and he moreover found himfelf greatly em- 
barraflTed by the clamours of his allies, the 
Jks and Mahrattas, who were already 
weary of the tedious fervice in which he 
had engaged them, and which was fo ill 
fuited to their ideas and habits o-f warfare ; 
—a fevere ficknefs, alfo, began to rage 
in his camp. In the perplexity occa- 
fioned by all thefe untoward circumftances, 
Sefdar Jung found himfelf, unwillingly, 
conftralned to accede to the offer propofed 
to him by the Rohlllas ; and he agreed to 
grantthemapeace, on the (lender foundation 
of their delivering him bonds to the amount 
of fifty lacks of rupees, tobedifehargedoutof 
the enfuing colleftions of the country ; 
with a promlfe of paying every year in fu- 
ture, a peifohujb^ or quit-rent, of five lacks 
to the Emperor, of whom they folemnly 
profelled to hold their tenitoiies in fealty. 
The bo ids, the obligations of which the 

Hohillfl®. 
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Rohillas had not the mofl: diftant idea of 
ever fulfilling, were delivered by Sefdar 
Jung to the Mahratta commander, Mulhar 
Row, as a fecurity for a part of the fubfidy 
iiill remaining due to him^ ; and, on the 
before-mentioned terms, the Afgans were 
reinftated in all their former poffeffions, 
and affairs in Rohilcund once more bore the 
appearance of tranquillity d-. 

The circumftance which had fo fudden- 
ly recalled the Vizier to Delhi, proved to 
be only a falfs alarm. 

Ahmed Abd^llee had paffed the ye- 
n&ub J, and laid the country to the eaft- 

^ It may not here be improper to remark that this 
event, however remotely, may be conlidered as the ori- 
gin of all the fubfequent revolutions in Rohilcund ; 
being the foundation of the Mahiatta claims in that 
quarter. , % 

•b A. H. 1164 — A. C. 1753. 

, i One of the five rivers which, watering the terri- 
tory of Punjab, fall Into the Indus in the province of 
Jl/fultott* 

I4 


ward 
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ward of that river under contribution ; — 
but it does not appear that he had 
any farther intentions at that time; as, 
on the approach of a part of the Mo- 
gul army under Meer Munnoo, he again 
retreated towards Candah^r, without of- 
fering to come to aftion. This defultory 
expedition, however, afforded an opportu- 
nity to fomeof the Afgan Amras at court, 
who favoured the caufe of the Rohillas, 
and hated the Vizier, to Impede the opera- 
tions of the latter, by greatly exaggerating 
the danger of the empire from the incur- 
fions of the Abdallees ; and the Emperor, 
as we have feen, weakly entered into the 
views of thefe nobles, in preffing him to 
return. Thus was loft the only opportu- 
nity that perhaps Ihould ever occur, of to- 
tally fubverting the power of the rebellious 
Afgans, and reducing thefe provinces to 
complete fubjeftion. 

r 

It was on this incurfion that Ahmed Ab- 
dHUce, in order to attach the Rohillas to 
his intereft, releafed Abdoola K.han and 

Fyzook 
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Fyzoola Khan, the fons of Alice Mahum- 
med, and loading them withprefents, per- 
mitted them to depart for Lahore, where 
they were met by fome Rohilla command- 
ers, who conduced them to Kutidher* 

The Abd^llee, at the fame time, wrote let- 
ters to Hafiz Rahmut and the other chiefs, 
ftrougly recommending a fl:ri£t attention to 
the will of Alice Mahumraed, and requir- 
ing them to receive and acknowledge thefe 
young men and their brothers as his proper 
heirs, and to eftablifh them forthwith in 
their inheritance. 

On the approach of the brother*, they 
were met at Banghant upon the Ganges, 
by the guardians, who received them with 
every polfible mark of diftinGion and re- 
fpedt, and accompanied them to Oulah, 
where their four younger brothers at this 
period refided. 

Here the /ons of Alice Mahumtned 
lived together a fhort time with great cor- 
diality and fatisfa^on *, but Tome trifling 

difputes 
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difputes arifing from fo many of them 
refiding in the fame. place, where each was 
attended by a numerous train of dependants, 
whofe frequent fquabhles gave occafion for 
continual altercation, it was judged expe- 
dient by the guardians to feparate them ; 
and, in a general council of the chiefs held 
upon the occafion, it was determined to 
efFeftthisby invefting them with their in- 
heritance. 

Even in this firft execution of their 
truft, however, the guardians deviated con- 
fiderably from the will of Alice Mahum- 
med :-^inftead of putting his foils into pof- 
feffion of the refpeftive portions of in- 
heritance therein fpecified, an equal parti- 
tion was made of all his acquifitions and 
iifurpations into three parts, each valued at 
thirteen lacks annual produce, which were 
allotted to the three eldefi: brothers refpe£t- 
ively; and the three youngefl: weie feve- 
rally provided for as coheirs with the 
otheis. 


By this arrangement, Abdoola Khan 

and 
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and Murtooza Khan got Ovvlah, and the 
countries to the noithward ; Fyzoola Khan 
and Mahtimmed Yar, Barellee ; and Sy- 
doolaKhan and Allah-Yar Khan, Morada- 
bad ; — and a treaty of perpetual frlendfhlp 
and alliance being executed by the brothers, 
Sydoola Khan proceeded to take pofleflion 
of his government atMoradabad, and Ab- 
doola Khan and Fyzoola Khan lemained at 
Owldh, 

But, however anxious the guardians 
might appear to eftablifii and fecure the in- 
terefts of their wards by the above parti- 
tion, it is certain they by no means de- 
figned that it Ihould be a lafUng one. If the 
brothers continued upon terras of mutual 
amity and good underftandlng with each 
other, as they muft foon arrive at matu- 
rity, the confequence and power of the 
guardians and other minifters throughout 
the country would ceafe of courfe. Under 
this apprehenfion, and aduated by an ambi- 
tion which overlooks every obilacle, and 
oveileaps every bound of honour azid virtue, 

they 
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they determined to adopt fuch meafures as 
niuft efFeAually overfet the intentions of 
Alice Mahunamed, and leave the manage- 
ment of the government at all times en- 
tirely in their own power. — To obtain this 
end, nothing appeared fb well calculated as 
fowing the feeds of dKfenlion and diftruft 
among the family of Allee Maduramed: 
as foon, therefore, as Fyzoola Khan and 
his brother were fettled at Owlah, the 
creatures and emiflarics placed about them 
by the guardians begun, by the moll art- 
ful infinuations, to excite a difagreement 
andjealoufy between them, refpefting the 
claims of Ibrae of their followers : this, at 
firft, occafioned only fome fmall bicker- 
ings, but thefe foon broke out into an opea 
quarreL 

A riot enfued, one morning, among 
their domellicks ; it bad originated in fome 
very trifliifg circumftances : but each of 
the brothers warmly efpouliTig the caufe 
of his own fervants, and the minds of all 

being 
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being already fiifficiently inflamed by the 
underhand pradlices of thofe employed for 
that puipofe, the difturbance foon became 
general. Both parties flevv to arras, — and 
every thing bore the appearance of the 
moft alarming infurreftion. In the midft 
of this confuiion, a number of Rohilias 
found an opportunity to gratify their cuf- 
tomary avidity for pillage, by plundeiing 
the ha&ars of Owlah. — At length, night, 
and the interference of Hafiz Rahmut and 
Doondee Khan, helped to quell the uproar. 

The guardians had now a fpecious pre- 
text for carrying the preface to their pro- 
jected fcheme into execution ; and foon 
after, accufiug Abdoola Khan and his ad- 
herents of having been the firfi: aggiefibrs 
in the foregoing affray, they fentenced 
him to be deprived of his lhare in the go- 
vernment, and banifhed him to the other 

fide of the Ganges ; thither he was 

voluntarily accompanied by his brothers, 
Allah Yar and Mahumrned'Yar. This vio- 
lent meafure, however, excited fucb uni- 
yerfal difguft among the numerous retai- 
3 ners 
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ners to Alice Mahummed’s family, that the 
guardians foon found themfelves conftrain- 
ed to make feme alteration in their plan ; 
— therefore, after having previoufly fuper- 
feded the feniority of Abdoola Khan by in- 
vefting his brother Sydoola Khan with the 
oflenfible infignia of authority, they 
thought proper to recal the former, and 
fettled upon him the diftrifts of Sehfwan, 
Ooj'5.nee and Shiddad-Naggurr, producing 
between four and five lacks annual revenue, 
and to the fecond of the above places he 
Ihortly after retired, determining altogether 
to feclude himfelf from any farther con- 
cern in publick affairs.— —At the fame 
time, under pretence of the youth and in- 
experience of Fyzoola Khan, the guardi- 
ans took out of his hands the management 
of thofe countries which had fallen to his 
lot in the general partition, and fettled 
upon him a fmall diftridt of five lacks, in- 
cluding th& Purgfinnas of Rampore, Shaw- 
bad and Chatcheet ; and Fyzoola Khan 
foon after repaired to the city of Rampore, 
which place has from that period been his 
principal refidence. 


Having 
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Having thus removed the chief obftacles 
to their views, the guardians proceeded, 
without farther referve, to the completion 
of them, and made the real paitition of 
the Rohilla dominion among themfelves, 
which they had intended from the time of 
Alice Mahummed’s death. 

By this new fettlement, Hafiz Rahmut 
got thediftrifts of BarHlee and Peeleabete; 
Moriidabad fell to the Ihaie of Doondy 
Khan, together with the country extend- 
ing from thence to the city of Eifloolee ; 
— and the diftrlds of Owlab, Buditvon, 
Owfte, Koot and Ahrat were equally di- 
vided between Sirdar Khan, theBuxy, and 
Futtee Khan, the Khaufaman ; an acquifi- 
tion which was fufficient to detach them 
from the interefls of the heirs of their for- 
mer mafter. As no territory was fettled 
upon Sydoola Khan, whom the guardians, 
to ferve their own purpofes, ftill^continued 
to fupport in the flation to which they had 
ralftd him, a proviiion was made for him 
hy a penfion of eight lacks ps,r annum, of 

whid) 
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■which two were furnifhed by the Khanfa- 
man, three by Hafiz Rahmut, and three 
by Doondee Khan. No attention what- 
ever was paid to three younger fons of Al- 
lee Mahummcd in this adjuftment, and 
they were left either to ftarve, or refpec- 
tively to depend upon their brothers, ac- 
cording to the firft fettlement. — “ Thus” 
(to ufe the emphatick cxpreffions of the 
Rohilla hiftorlan) — “ giving their honour 
to the winds, and fuffering the tide of 
** avarice and ambition to fweep away the 
“ dying injunftions of their benefactor in- 
“ to the ocean of oblivion, the guardians 
“ iniquitoufly deprived the children of 
** Allee Mahummed of their birthright, 
and feized the reins of authority with 

** the hand of ingratitude !” But this 

revolution*, although it changed the pro- 
perty, did not make any material alteration 
in the flate with refpeCt to its conftitutional 
arrangement, and the publick bufinefs con- 


^ A. H. 1165 — A. D. 1754. 


tinned 
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.tinued to be earned on in the fame train aS 
formerly. 

Sydoola Khan, who was a young man 
of high fplrit, being exceedingly incenfed 
at the iniquitous proceedings of Hafiz 
Rahmut, and his colleagues, retired from 
Owlah in difguft. Murtooza Khan, from 
the fame motive, went off to Secundera- 
biid, wheie he foon after died: and his 
brother, Allah Yit, was about this time 
feized with a confumption, which in a 
few weeks proved fatal to him. 

We have here related all the principal 
domeftick tranfaftions of the Rohilias, un- 
' til the ultimate fettlement of their internal 
fyftem: — but they had not, in the mean 
time, remained Idle fpeftatois of the con- 
tending ftruggles of the vaiious newly-efta- 
blifhed powers around them; and feveral 
incidents occurred, during the^perlud we 
have been treating of, which, in their events 
greatly tended to the increafe of their po- 
K litical 
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litlcai weight and influence, as well as to 
the extenfion of their dominion, 

Sefdar Jung, not very long after the 
fruitiefs event of his laft expedition againft 
the Rohillas, having murdered Juneid 
Khan, the favourite of the Emperor, Ah- 
med Shah, and committed many other 
enormities, was, by that monarch deprived 
of the Fkaretf and degraded from his 
rank ; in confequence of which he rebelled 
againft his fovereign, and even befieged 
him in his capital : but he was fruftrated 
in all his efforts, by the fuperior bravery 
and abilities of Ghazee-ad-deen Khan, 
who commanded in Delhi under the Em- 
peror ; and being compelled to relinquilh 
this undertaking, retired to Owde, where 
he Ihortly after died, and was fucceeded in 
his dominion by his fon, Suja-al-Dowlah, 
who, however, did not obtain any royal 
deedf by which he might oftenfibly fix his 
claim to the fucceffion, until fome time af- 
ter. This prince, who, whatever defedls 
of charadter he might labour under, was 

an 
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an artful and able politician, forefeeing the 
approaching dlftreffes of the empire, totally 
withdrew hirafelf for a time from all con- 
nedlions with the court, and wifely gave 
his whole attention to the regulation of the 
interior oecouomy of his government, and 
the provifion of fuch means of defence as 
might fecure him from the efFei^ of any 
change which fliould happen to take place 
in the Mogul adrainiftration, 

Soon after the deceafe of Sefdar Jung, 
Ghazee-ad-deen, who now poflefled the 
whole power at court, having reafon to ap^ 
prehend that Ahmed Shah, who equally 
dreaded and hated him, had formed a plan 
for his deftruftion, depofed the unfortunate 
Emperor, and deprived him of his fight ; 
and releafing from confinement the prince 
Y^a2»ad-deen, who (with many others of 
the royal family) had palTed the greatefl: 
part of his life within the walls of a prifon, 
^t him upon the throne, under the title 
of Alltmgeer the Second*^ 
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Suja-al-Dowlah had ever dreaded the 
abilities and growing power of Ghazee-ad- 
deeu, whofe principles he knew to be as 
flagitious as his ambition was unbounded. 
This laft bold meafure had left all the re- 
maining force and riches of the empire at 
that minifter’s difpofal; and he had lately 
made fome overtures to an alliance with 
Ahmed Khan Bungifh (who on the capi- 
tulation of the Rohiilas to Scfdar Jung 
had been fufFered to return toFerrochabad, 
and to re-eftablhh himfelf theic) by flat- 
tering him with a promife of appointing 
him to the office of Meer Buxj, or pay- 
mafter of the empire, evidently with a 
view to procure his affiftance in a plan 
which Ghazec-ad-deen had at this time 
formed for the conqueft of Oude, as a fief of 
the Mogul empire, the grant of which had 
ceafed on the death of the former Subadar. 

Suja-al-Dowlah was not a little difcoii- 
certed upon the difeovery of the minifter’s 
defigus ; and as he was willing to embrace 
every poflible means of ftrengthening him- 
felf 
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felf againft the approaching danger, he 
difpatched ambaffadors with confiderable 
prefents to the Rohilk chiefs, and wrote 
a letter to young Sydoola Khan, (whole 
elder brothers had not, as yet, been libera- 
ted by Ahmed AdAUee) requefting his 
fiieudfliip, and reprefentiiig how much the 
common iutereft of all independent ftates 
was concerned in withftanding the piefent 
intentions of the minifter. 

The chiefs, on the receipt of the Suba- 
dar of Oude’s letters, did not long delibe- 
rate on what part they Ihould ad. — ^They 
well knew that, in the event of the fubju- 
gation of Suja-al-Dowlah, their owm over- 
throw would be a certain coiifequence ; as 
they had already incurred the penalties of 
difobedience and breach of faith by neg- 
leding to fulfil any one of the articles of 
their late capitulation ; and, in cafe of 
being attacked by Ghazee-ad-deeh, had no- 
thing to hope for from the fadions at court, 
which had formerly impeded the operations 
of Sefdar Jung. They therefore returned a 
K 5 favoitrable 
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favourable anfwer, and; within a few 
weeks, entered into a formal treaty of alli- 
ance with Suja-al'Powlah ; each party 
mutually engaging to fupport the other 
againft all enemies. 

' Mean time, Ghazee-ad-deen haying ef- 
fected his treaty with Ahmed Khan Bun- 
gi(h, arrived at Fetrochab^ with a confi- 
derable army ; and was there joined by tha); 
chief with a body of twenty thoufand Pa- 
tins. — ^From hence he marched id Mindy- 
Ghaut, and conftruCting a bridge of boats 
upon the Ganges, advanced to Goojer-poor, 
on the eaftern fide of the river, and dif- 
patched a raeljage to Suja-ai-Dowlah, de- 
manding in the-Eiiiperor^s name, the im- 
mediate ceffion of the country; and re- 
quiring him forthwith to deliver up the 
treafure and jewels of his deceafed father, 
forfeited by his difobedience and rebellion^ 
To this peremptory meflage the Nabob re- 
turned an evafive anfwer, and opened a ne- 
gociation with Ghaztee-ad-deen, merely 
with a view to create delay : he had, in 
■ the 
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the mterim, repeatedly difpatched expreffes 
to the Rohillas, Informing them of the 
imminent danger in which he flood. — ■■ 
At length) the chiefs colledling the whole 
of their forces, proceeded to his relief. 

As the Rohilla army amounted to up- 
wards of thirty thoufand men, Ghazee-ad- 
deen judged it prudent to endeavour to draw 
them off from their connexion with the 
Subad^r ; and for this purpole he caufed a 
Firmatif under the royal feal, to be direfled 
to Sydoola Khan, “ requiring the affiftanoe 
“ of the Afgans againft the rebellious fon 

of the traitor, Sefdarjung.” — ^Thc Ro- 
hillas, however, underftood their own in- 
tereft too well to join in the views of the 
minifler, as they were fully aware of the 
depth of his policy and the boldnefs and 
extent of his deligns, and knew that the 
inevitable confequeoce of Suja*al Dow- 
lah’s defeat mufl be their own extirpation 
from their affumed dominion in Kutt^her. 
^They therefore adhered firmly to the 
caufe of their ally, infifled on the royal 
> K 4 forces 
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forces immediately evacuating his territo- 
ries, and took pofl in fuch a fituation that 
Ghazee-ad-deen could not ha\^e attempted 
to advance without rilking an engagement; 
and apprehending that his army would by 
no means be an equal match for the united 
forces of his opponents, the minifter agreed 
to compromife the bufinefs with Suja-al- 
Dowlah for the fmall fum of five Jacks of 
rupees, and an obligaticjn tp pay to the 
Emperor an annual tribute to the lame 
amount in future *, and the cafli being paid, 
and the proper bonds executed by the Na- 
bob, and guaranteed hy the counter-fi'gna- 
ture of Sydoola Khan in the name of the 
Rohilla ftates, the royal forces returned to- 
wards-Delhi ; and the R,ohiHjts marched 
back to their own country. 

It was about thig period that Ahmed Ab» 
d-S;llee releafed the two eldefl fons of Alice 
Mahummed, a& before mentioned, 

ft 

The northern provinces of Hindollan had 
already fuftered much from the inteflin© 

broils 
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broiis of their rulers, when a new and 
more deftruftive convulfioii took place, 
which foon reduced many of them to a 
ftate of general defolalion. 

Soon after the Rohillas had returnedfrom. 
Oudc, the MahrattaSf encouraged by the 
debility of the court, and the prefent dif- 
cordant ftate of all the Muftulman powers, 
invaded ih&'Doiib with a confiderable army, 
and fpread their ravages over the whole 
country between the Ganges and the Jum- 
na, until they reached the territories of 
Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, of whom it may be 
here neceflary to give fome account. 

This extraordinary man was an Afgan of 
the Kummer-Khail tribe, who had, in bis 
early youth, come from the mountains of 
Candahdr, to feek his fortune under his un- 
cle, Biftiaret Rhan. With him be followed 
the ftandard of Allee Mahummed, and the 
uncle dying, Succeeded to his command un- 
der that adventurer. — Allee Mahummed, 
on his final eftablifhmeut in Rohilcuiid, 

had 
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had rewarded his fervices with a grant of 
a fmall diftrid wliich forms the northern 
part of that province. 

After Allee Mahummed’s death, Nijeeb- 
al-DowIah ftill remained firmly attached 
to the interefts of the Rohillas; and in 
their lafl: war with Sefdar Jung, when 
they took refuge in the hills, he remarka- 
bly fignalized hitnfelf in their defence ; and 
on feveral occafions, by his valour and 
good condud, greatly retarded the ap- 
proaches of the enemy j in confequence of 
which, when affairs were fettled, he had 
ibme additions made to his difirids ; and 
Doondy Khan beflowed upon him his eldefl: 
daughter in marriage. — Thus ftrengthened 
and conneded, he was joined by a multi- 
tude of Afgan freebooters, and by their 
means poffeffed himfelf of all that valua- 
ble trad of country ftretching weftward 
from the Ganges to the diftrid of Siharen- 
pore, along the foot of the hiUs, and fouth- 
ward almoft to the gates of Delhi ; and as, 
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ia the prefent diftradions of the empire, 
there were no immediate claimants to dif- 
pute his right, he foon eftabliflied hlmfelf 
in this quarter. From hence he repaired 
to court, where all ranks and orders of fo- 
ciety feemed to be confounded, and every 
individual, however infamous, was at li- 
berty to raife himfelf to diftinftion by the 
fqrce of his abilities, or the power of his 
arm. — Here he conduced himfelf with 
£uch addrefs as foon ingratiated him with 
fome of the leading men, and Ghazee-ad- 
deen, confciousof his inability todifpofefs 
him of the country he had felzed, and in 
hopes of rendering him fubfervient to his 
future views, obtained for him from Ah- 
med Shah a royal grant of all thofe terri- 
tories ; thus he foon grew into great con- 
fequence, and afterwards became a power- 
ful fupporcer of the Rohilla interefts. 

On the approach of the Mahrattas, as 
already related, Nijeeb-al-Dowlah col- 

leiSlcd 
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ledted his forces together, in order to op- 
pofe thefe powerful invaders; but, after 
fome Ikirmilhes, finding he was unable to 
•withftand them in the open field, he threw 
himfelf, with the greatefi: part of his 
forces, into fome jftrong entrenchments at 
Sooker-l’dll upon the weftern bank of 
the Ganges, and wrote to his friend.s at 
Kutt^iier for affiftance ; In confequence of 
■which the chiefs immediately difpatched 
Buxy Sirdar Khan with his forces to Ni- 
jeeb-al-Dowlah’s aid, and wrote to Suja- 
al-Dowlah, requiring of him, in the prefeut 
exigency, a return of thole good offic^ 
which they had rendered him fome months 
ago; in conformity to which, the Suba- 
dSr colledted together fome of his troops, 
and advanced by rapid marches towards 
thefceneof aflion. 

In the mean time, a body of Mahrattas 
croffed' the Ganges at a ford nezr Hirdewar, 
and laid wafte all the portion Nijeeb-al- 
I>owlah’s country which was fituated to 
the eaftward of that river; continually 

- eluding, 
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eluding, by the rapidity of their movements, 
every attempt of theRohillas to bring them 
to adtion ; but on the approach of Suja*al-* 
Dowlah, they thought it niofl: advifeable to 
retreat. On the jundlion of tlie SubadAr of 
Owde with the Afgans, the whole prepared 
to pafs the Ganges and attack the Mahrat- 
tas in the Doab ; but, on receiving intelli- 
gence of this defign, the latter raifed the 
blockade by which they had hitherto con- 
fined Nijeeb-al-Dowlah within his in- 
trench ments, and having plundered all the 
open country, retired towards Agra. - —— 
TheRohillas ftill remained in the field; 
but Suja-al-Dowlah, on the Mahrattas 
going olF, returned to Oude, 

It was at this period that Ahmdi Abdal- 
lee diredled his attention a llcoiid time to- 
wards Hindoftan. 

He had long been checked ii^ his defigns 
upon this fide by Mccr Munnoo, who with 
great valour and good condudl protedled 
for a time the lhattered regains of the em- 
pire 
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pire towards the PufyS. — Unfortunately, 
this gallant general was killed by an acci- 
dent : and the royal army were fo difpirited 
by this event, and fell into fuch difbrder 
from the want of a proper leader, that 
Ahmed AbdMlee with cafe eftablifiied him- 
felf in all the province of Lahore, took 
that city with little oppofiiion, and obliged 
the Mogul forces to fall back to Sirhind, 

It would be difficult to paint a more dif- 
trefsful fcene than what the court at Del- 
hi at this time exhibited. Allumgeer IL 
the wretched reprefentative of the houfe of 
Timur, found himfelf furrounded by the 
fadtions of contending nobles, who, utterly 
devoid of every fentiment of loyalty and at- 
tachmeiit, funported him in the nominal 
afliimptions of regal dignity, merely with 
a view to render him fubfervlenfc to their 
fchemes of ambition ; and were ready at 
any time Jo take him oflr by the bowl or 
the dagger, when it fhould^fuit their pur- 
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Soon after the death of Meer Munnoo, 
this unhappy prince privately invited Ah- 
med Abd^llee to Delhi, and befought his 
protedtion againft his own fervants. 

The Candahir prince had reafons 
fufficient to induce him to comply readily 
with this requeft. He therefore marched 
from Lahore with an army of feventy 
thoufand DurUnees ; and whilft upon his 
march, he wrote to the fons of Alice Ma- 
hummed (whom he had lately fet free) 
and to the other Rohilla chiefs, requiring 
their afliftance in fettling the affairs of the 
empire ; and promifing them fuch rewards 
as, by their means in forwarding his mea- 
fures, he might be enabled to beftow upon 
them. — He wrote to the fame effedl to Ni- 
jeeb-al-Dowlah ; that chief, however, was 
conftrained from political motives to dif* 
femble, as he held a high office undet 
Ghazee-ad-deen ; and the miniver having 
refolved to march againft the Durdnees^ 
Nijeeb-al-Dowlah joined him, for the pre« 
fent, with his troops ; but fecretly pledged 

himfelf 
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hlmfclf to the King (whofe foie defii e was 
to overthrow Ghazee-ad-deen) that he 
would go ever to Ahmed Abdallee on the 
very firft opportunity ; and he even gave 
that prince private intimation of his dehgn. 
The chiefs in Rohilcund took a more open 
and decided part in favour of Ahmed Ab- 
dMlee. On the receipt of his letters^ Fy- 
zoola Khan, with two of hisbrotheis, pro- 
ceeded to Sirhlnd, where they found the 
Candahdr prince ; and giving him many 
valuable piefents, alfured him of the inva- 
riable attachment of the Rohillas to his 
interefts. 

From Sirhind Ahmed Abdallee advanced 
towards Delhi. — Ghazec-ad-deen attempt- 
ed to retard his progrefs and was pre- 
paring to give him battle, when he found 
himfelf luddenly deferted by Nijceb-al- 
Dovvlah and his forces, which confti- 
tuted a chief part of his army. The raini- 
fter foon perceived the fnare into which he 
had fallen ; but his abilities enabled him 
to ward off the ruin intended by it : with 

a decihve 



ROHILLA AFGANS. I551 

a declfive promptitude, and a fconfidence In 
the honour of his enemy, which are fel- 
dom feen in that part of the world, he de- 
livered himfelf up to the Abd^llee, and 
foon found means to allay the refentment 
and conciliate the favour of that prinefe ; 
mean while, the AbdMlee marched unnad- 
lefted to Delhi, which city he entered on 
the eleventh day of September, 1 75 j*. 

He had here an interview with the Em^ 
peror, of whom he demanded a fubftdy to 
defray the expence of this expedition, 
which he profefled to have been undertaken 
entirely at his inftigatidn. The weak mo- 
naj-ch gave him authority under his feal to 
levy acontrlbutlon upon this account, to the 
amount of a crore of rupees, on Delhi and 
the adjacent country; and this exadiotx 
being inforced with exceeding feveri^, 
fome difturbances arofe ip the courle of it, 
the confcquence of which was a dreadful 
maflacre and general pillage of the nilfera- 
ble inhabitants ; and the unhappy Allum- 
gecr faw the refult of the defperate ftep he 

T. had 
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had purfued, in the deftruftion of his capi- 
tal, and the overthrow of the laft remnant 
of the Mogul greatnefs. 

It were painful to dwell upon fuch hor- 
rid fcenes : fuffice it to fay that, after hav- 
ing permitted his foldiers for fifty-fix days 
to commit at pleafure every lavvlefs out- 
rage, Ahmed Abd^llee reinftated Ghazee- 
ad-deen in his office, delivered the Empe- 
ror back into the power of that minifter, 
who was now become his implacable ene- 
my, and marched fouthward againft the 
who had of late ercfled a powerful 
Oftablifhment in the countries about Agra. 

On this expedition, Ahmed Abdallee 
was accompanied by Hafiz Rahmut with a 
large body of Rohillas. 

Agra was flill held in the Emperor’s 
name. — Fazil Khan, the governor, fhut 
his gates, and refufed the Candah^r prince 
admittance, upon which he befieged it in 
form ; but tjie inhabitants, warned by the 

T rfscRnt 
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irecent fate of Delhi, lb well feconded the 
bravery of their governor, that Ahmed 
Abdallee, after lying before the place for 
fix weeks, found it advifeable to raife the 
^iege. tie next attacked the Jats, and 
having taken many of their ftrong holds, 
(whicli he put into the poflefliou of the 
Rohilla chiefs,) and plundered all the open 
country round Agra, on the appioach of 
the rainy feafon, he retired into canton- 
ments at Anaplheer, hi June, 1758. 

During his ftay at this place, Ahmed 
Abdallee, into whofe hands the preceding 
events had thrown the whole power of the 
ftate, took upon him, under pretence of 
regulating the affairs of the Mogul govern- 
ment, to give away provinces and depofe 
or fet up rulers at pleafure : and as the 
Rohillas had fo entirely coincided in all his 
mealures, he divided among them the di- 
Rri(as which he had lately overrun in the 
Dodb: to Nijeeb-al-Dowlah he allotted 
the Jagheer of Secundna; to FyzoolaKhao, 
Shikohabdd l and to Sydoola Khan, Jella- 
T. -* fer 
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fer and Fyrozeabad : and upon Hafiz Rah- 
mut and Dooudy Khan he beftowcd the 
government of Eidwa^ comprehending all 
the territory between Agra and Kulpee. 
It is to be obferved, however, that the 
greatefl: part of this dlftributlon was, for 
the prefept at leaft, merely nominal ; the 
Rohillas being as yet in no condition to 
avail tbemfelves of it to any great extent. 

On the breaking np of the rains, Ah- 
med AbdMlee proceeded to Delhi, and in- 
tended to have fpent a few weeks in the 
neighbourhood of that place ; but having 
received, about this time, fome difagreeable 
inttlligence from his own country, he fet 
off fuddenly for that quarter. 

The unfortunate Emperor was now en- 
tirely in the power of his implacable mini- 
fter : NIjeeb-al-Dowlah, in whom alone 
he could place any confidence, was bufied 
in fecuring, the diftridls which had been 
put in his poffeffion by Ahmed AbdSllee ; 
and Ghazee-ad'deen, no longer feeling any 

cher^' 
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check ftom the CandahAi pilncc, behaved 
with the uttnoft cruelty to Allumgeer 
Shah, confined him within certain apart- 
ments of his palace, made ufeof his name 
as an authoiityfor thecommiflion of every 
enoi mity, and even endeavoured to fecure 
the ptrfoii of the prince, Allee Gohar *, 
who witli difficulty elcaped from him. 

At length the unhappy Allumgeer found 
an opportunity to write to Ahmed AbdAl- 
lee an account of his fituation, and once 
more applied to him for relief, to which 
the Candahar prince returned a favourable 
reply, promifing to fettle his own affairs, 
and proceed to Delhi with all poffible ex- 
pedition, and threatening Ghazee-ad-deen 
with the fevered punilhment. By fome 
mifmanagement this letter fell into the 
minifter’s hands, and he, in revenge of the 
Emperor’s appeal to the AbdAllee, had 
him affaffinated. 

As the prince, Allee Gohar, who was 
the next heir to the throne, had fled from 
L 3 the 


* The prefent Emperon 
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themachioations of the niinifterj and at the 
period of his father’s murder, was wan- 
dering through the country, and applying 
to diflerent princes for protcflion and relief, 
the empire was for feme time without any 
acknowledged head, and the reign of the 
houfe of Timur feemed to be an end. 

The Mahrattas had retired to their own 
country, as before related, and were pre- 
vented from undertaking any thing to the 
northward again, during the flay of Ah- 
med Abd^llee; — and it was at this junc- 
ture that they were induced, from the de- 
ranged poflure pf affairs, and the univerfal 
anarchy which feemed to prevail in every 
department of the Mogul flate, to attempt 
pverturning the Mahommedan, and efta- 
blifhing the ancient Hindoo government. 

With this view, Bala Row, the Pelfh,* 
wa, leviedr an immenfe army, the com- 
mand of which he defigtied for his bro- 
ther, Ragonet Row but a dilpute arif- 
ing between them concerning theprovilion 
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of the necelTary fupplies, Ragonet Row 
refufed to undertake the management of 
the expediLion, which was, of eoufequence, 
committed to Mahdo Sidda She6, com- 
monly called the Bhao, the fon of Chim- 
na Jee Apa. As the Peiflhwa abfolutely re- 
fufed to pait with any money for the fup- 
port of the army to be employed in this 
undet taking, declaring “ thataMahiattaar- 
my ought always to beable to fuhfift Itfelf 
by plunder,” Sidda She& firft turned his 
arms againft the NizAm, who being totally 
unprepared for any contention with fuch a 
prodigious force, was obliged to pay him 
down a confiderablefura, and to render up* 
by treaty, the countries of Burhan-pore 
and MAlava, Sidda She6 immediately 
laid thefe countries under contribution, 
and then marched noithward, fuppofing 
that the Muflulman powers, from their 
inteftine divifions, would become an cafy 
prey to fo great a foice >. 

, L 4 The 

* Thepartjcvilais of the Mahratta tranfaAions at 
Delhi and elfevrhere, previoui to the battle of Paney- 

piJt* 
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The time which had been necelTarily oc- 
cupied in the foregoing preparations, gave 
the Mahommedans full opportunity for 
taking the neceflary meafures to avert the 
danger which threatened “ the faith *' ; and 
they, for a time, forgot their mutual ani- 
mofities, and zealoufly united in this com- 
mon caufe. 

Ahmed AbdAllee, in purfuance of his 
promife to the Emperor Allumgeer, had 
returned to Gungapore, near Sirhind, where 
he was joined by Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, and 
his friends the Rohilla chiefs, with a large 
body of Afgans ; and he was foon after re- 
inforced by the anival of Suja-al-Dow- 
lah and Ahmed K-han Bungifli. 

The circumftances of this jundion, and 
the fubfequent defeat of the Mahrattas, 
are already well known. — The Mahrattas, 


put, although nightly touched upon by the Rohilla 
hiftorian, are here omitted, as irrelevant to our princi- 
pal objeAt 


contrar;5j; 
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contrary to their ufual rule of coudufl in 
the field, inftead of carrying on the cam- 
paign in that predatory kind of war, to 
which their numerous bodies of horfe are 
heft adapted, fuffered themfelves to be 
drawn into a fituation, from whence they 
could not by any means be extricated with- 
out coming to a decifive engagement. Af- 
ter fome difputes among their chiefs con- 
cerning their future operations, they in- 
trenched themfelves in the neighbourhood 
of Paneyput-Kurnall. — This was the very 
point at which Ahmed Abd^llee (whoafted 
as generaliffimo of the united army of the 
Mufl'ulmans) had aimed. — ^The Hindoos 
were furrounded by the MufTulman armies 
on every fide : their fupplics were all cut 
off, and their foraging parties deftroyed ; 
fo that they were foon reduced to the ut- 
motft diftrels. — To add to their perplexity, 
they were deferted by Sooraj Mull, who 
had ftrongly difapproved of their intrench- 
ing, and fopefecing the probable confe- 
quence, with an infidelity which feems to 
to be a marking charadleriftick of all the 

Indian 
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Indian powers, opened a fecret negociatlon 
with Ahmed AbdMlee ; and, by the con- 
trivance of the Muffulman commander, an 
attack being directed againfi: adiftant quar- 
ter of the Mahratta camp, in the midft of 
a very dark night, the above chief found 
an opportunity, whilft the attention of his 
allies was engaged by this manoeuvre, to 
.quit his lines unperceived ; and paffing 
through the Mahommedan army, went off 
towards Agra, with many thoufands of the 
Jflts, whom the Mahrattas had perfuaded 
or compelled to join them. The attack of 
the Mufl'ulmans having fully anfwered the 
only purpofe intended by it, Ahmed Abd^llee 
fent orders to the afiailants to return into 
their own lines. The neceflary confe- 
quence of this order was a retreat, which 
the Hindoos attributing to a wrong mo- 
tive, they were filled with fuch a confi: 
depcein their own prowefs as determined 
them (independent of the prefent di- 
ftrefsof their fituation) to iparch out of 
their intrenchments the next day, and at- 
tack their enemies.— This brought on ihe. 

hatih 
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Rattle of Paneyput^ one of the mofl: bloody 
engagements which has occurred In modem 
limes. 

The plain on which this a£tion was 
fought had been celebrated among the 
Hindoos for forae fignal viftories gained 
upon it by their anceftors over the barba- 
rians of the north ; and the ftake to be now 
contended for was of theutmoll magnitude 
to both hdes, including in it nothing lefs 
than the ultimate fate of two rival powers, 
and the decided fuperiority or the eventual 
extirpation of theMuflulmans in Hindoftan. 

The idea of this being fortunate ground^ 
and the prefumption infpired by the fup- 
pofed repulfe of their enemies the prece- 
ding night, filled the Hindoos, on the pre- 
sent occafion, withanenthufiafm approach* 
ing to madnefs. They rufhed out of their 
intrenchments without any regular order, 
and where rcpulfed by the Mahommedan^ 
with prodigious lofs. The defection of 
fhe Jilts was not yet certainly known 

among 
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among them, when a large column of 
horfe, led by the Rohilla commanders, 
poured down upon them under cover of a 
cloud of duft, and forming on the ground 
which the Jats had occupied, feparated 
the Mahratta army into two parts ; whilft 
a body of lix thoufand Dui Ounces, who 
had been detached by Ahmed AbdMlee as 
foonas be difeovered their intention to en- 
gage, having made a rapid circuit of fome 
miles, appeared in the rear of their right 
wing. This decided the fate of the day. 
The Mahratta right wing being nearly fur- 
rounded, was entirely cut to pieces ; and 
their left, after many defperate efforts, 
having loft feverai of their principal lead- 
ers, at length gave way, and a total route 
enfued. The Muffulmanspurfued them up- 
wards of fixty miles, and in a Ihort lime 
totally deftroyed that army which but a 
few days before had been fo numerous and 
formidablp.— It is computed that the lofs 
of the Hindoos upon this oc^afion amounted 
to not lefs than one hundred thoufand men, 
among whom were their general Sidda 

Sheg 
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She6, and VifwafsRow, the Peifhwa’seldcft 
foil ; together with the whole of their trea- 
furc, artillery,' and baggage*. 

Ahmed Abdallce, fliortly after this vic- 
tory, returned to Delhi, where he placed 
the prince Jewun Kukht, the cldeft fon of 
the heir ajjparent, Allee (lohar, upon the 
throne, coii'mifting the guiirdianlhip and 
fupcrintendtiics of the government uiuler 
the young prince, until the return of his 


* As the Rohilla textis the only authority we have 
confulted in our relation of this aflion, it Is not un- 
likely that it may contain many inaccuracies. — One 
thing muft be remarked, which is, the total omiflion, 
in it, of the eminent part which Siija-al-Dowlah bore 
in this memorable event.— -It was certainly natural 
for the national pride of a Rohilla to aferibe to his 
own countrymen more than their due portion of me- 
rit, and perhaps, to detnuSl fiom that of Suja-al- 
Dowlah, whom a perfon of this tribe cannot he fup- 
pofed inclined to reprefent in any favoivable point of 
view. — ^It is, however, but jullice to obferve, that all 
etAfr accounts concur in the clrcumfiance of Suj i-al- 
Dowlah having, by his bravery and activity, rendered 
the fortune of the day decifive. 


fadior. 
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father, into the hands of Nijeeb-ahDow- 
lah, whom he raifed to the office of prime 
mlnifter, and the dignity of Ameer^ahAm- 
rah. The infamous Ghazee-ad-deen, ap- 
prehenlive of being called to account by 
the Abddllee for the murder of the Empe- 
ror Allumgeer, had fome time before with- 
drawn himfelf from all political concerns^ 
and retired to the Dican. After fettling 
afiairs at Delhi in the bed: manner that the 
circumftanccs of the time would admit, the 
Candahar prince returned towards his 
own country. 

The partition of the countries in the 
Dodb, which Ahmed AbdAllee had made 
the year before, among the Afgan chiefs, 
could not fail of exciting a war between 
thofe powers and the J^ts, who had been 
the former poflbflbrs : but as Nijeeb-al- 
Dowlah was chiefly concerned in it, and 
had now ail the wealth or force which re- 
mained from the ruins of 'the empire, at 
his command, the Rohillas, with his af- 
fiftance, repreffed all their attempts to re- 
cover 
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cover their countries, and eftabllflied them- 
felves with every appearance of perman- 
ent fecurlty as well here as in their origi- 
nal poflefiions in Kuttaher; whilft Suja-al- 
Dowlah omitted no means to improve his 
power and confirm his independence in 
the province of Oude. 

In this difpofition of things, the jarring 
interefts of Suja-al-Dowlah, the Rohillas, 
and other Mufllilman chiefs in thefe pro- 
vinces, who had totally thrown off all 
farther dependence upon the Mogul go- 
vernment, (which, in faft, at this time, 
ceafed to exlft) and now held their domi- 
nions in their own right by the tenure of 
the fword, might have continued to be 
pretty well balanced, perhaps, for feme 
years ; — but, in the mean time, a power 
fprung up equally formidable and unex- 
pefted ; the fuperlor influence of wbicii 
foon wrought a great change in«the general 
political fyftem. 

The Englllh, having furmounted incre* 

dihlr 
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dible hardfhipsand difficulties in Bengal, had 
been led, from motives of immediate felf-pre- 
fervation, to takefuch fleps as ended in the 
acquifition of the complete and uncon- 
trolled dominion of that and all the neigh- 
bouring dependent provinces. The parti- 
culars which led to fo important a revolu- 
tion are foreign to this narrative : fuffice it 
to fay, that on their breach with the Na- 
bob Mecr Coffiin Allec Khan, the Britifh 
commanders defeated and purfued him out 
of Beh^r, conllrainiug him to feck refuge 
in the neighbouring province of Oude. — 
Suja-al-Dowlah was not a little alarmed 
at the rapid progrefs and unexampled 
fuccefs of thefe new neighbours. — At the 
moment, however, when their good for- 
tune feemed to have operated decifively in 
their favour, he learned that a dreadful 
mutiny had broke out in the Englllh army, 
and that a general defertion threatened its 
annihilation, whilft he knew that their 
lately-acquired dominion was ftill involved 
in the confulion and derangement incident 
to recent conqueffi-^Ever watchful, as he 
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was, to feize any occafion that might offer 
for his own aggrandizement, and the en- 
largement of his dominion, he conceived 
theprefent a happy opportunity at once to 
relieve his fears and gratify his ambition, 
by pofTefliug liimfeif of the Bengal pro- 
vinces. — Thefc fentiments, added to the 
influence and treafure of the expelled Na- 
bob, determined him, without even a 
fhadow of provocation, to make head 
againft the Englifli. He accordingly col- 
ledled all the forces he could mufler, and 
with a fhort-fighted and heecllefs temerity 
marched towards Patna, on pretence of 
a6tlug under the orders of the prince Alice 
Gohar (who had fome time before thrown 
himfelf on his prote£tiou) and reftoring 
Coffira Allee Khan to the Mufnudof Ben- 
gal, — In this expedition he w’as joined by a 
confiderable body of Rohillas under Eu^it 
Khan, the ion of Hafiz Rahmut.— Being 
repulfed in thelkirmiflr of Pitchee-Pehurey, 
and afterwards totally defeated at Buxar, he 
fled to Fyzabad, and hearing of the march 
of a dotachmept of ISnglifli troops towards 
M Luc^'iiow 
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Lucknow, he took refuge in RohilcuncL 
He was hofpitably received and euteitained 
at Barellee by Hoondee Khan. — ^Here he 
made many attempts to procure the affift- 
aiice of the Rohilia chiefs agaiuft the Eng- 
lifli ; but they, terrified by the recent fate 
of Coffim Allee Khan, and Suja-al-Dow- 
lah’s ill fuccefs, would not venture to take 
any part in his favour : he at laft, however, 
prevailed on Hafiz Rahmut to join him 
with a body of three thoufand Afgans, and 
being farther reinforced by a fmall army of 
Mahrattas under Mulhar Row, was encou- 
raged to try his fortune once more in the 
field againfl the Englifh. — He advanced 
into the DodB^ and made fome attempts 
againft the troops under General Carnac, 
and was again defeated, — Hopelefs of fuc- 
cefs, and deferted by a great part of his 
troops, Suja-al-Dowlah at length deter- 
mined to throw himfelf upon the genero- 
fity of his enemies, and foon after came 
into the Britifh general’s camp. Thefe 
occurrences led to the celebrated “ treaty of 
Mlkhahdd'' By this treaty ^Suja-al-Dow- 
1 lah 
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lah was reiuftated in his original dominion 
of Oude, and every other right he enjoyed 
previous to the war, except the dominion of 
the provinces of Korab and AllehaMd, 
which form the fouthern part of the Dodb* 
— Thefe diftridls had been prefented by Ah- 
med AbdAllee (in his general partition of 
the Daub among the Afgau chiefs) to Sy- 
dooIaKhan, who, being fenfible of his in- 
ability to fubdue or hold them, as they lay 
at a confiderable diftance from Rohllcuud, 
made them over to Suja-ahDowlah, and 
that prince had feized the forts of Kurra 
and Allehabad, and fome other ftrong holds 
in thefe territories, but had not yet been 
able to eftablilh himfelfin perfeft pofleflion 
of the country, when his unprovoked war 
with the EngUfli drew his attention from 
every other obje£t. The prince Alice Go- 
har, whom we have fo often mentioned, 
on the defeat of Suja-al-Dowlah at Buxaj> 
had thrown hini^fclf upon the protcftion 
of the conquerors, and as fuccclibr to his 
father, Allumgecr, had aflumed the title 
of Emperor, wider the name of Shah Au- 
AT /'w. 
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lum . — This prince was a party in the he- 
fore-meiitioned treaty — The EngUfh, by 
the fuccefs of their arms, had already ob- 
tained full and entire pofleffion of the pro- 
vince of Bengal, and its dependencies ; — 
it was, however, deemed ueccffrry (from 
what pofllhle motive of reafon or policy 
we cannot take upon ns to judge) to ob- 
tain an ojlenfibh claim to the tenure of 
them, on the prsfent occafion, by procur- 
ing from an impotent monarch, who 
was .himfelf a fugitive and a dependant on 
the Englifli for the very crown and title 
which he bad afliimed, — a commiffion to 
the Company of the Dewannee of the Ben - 
gal provinces ; and the Emperor had, in 
return, an annual fenfan or tribute ^ fet- 
tled upon him, to be paid out of the Ben- 
gal revenues, and was guaranteed in the 


* The writer is not informed what appellation this 
was fpecified in the treaty of Allehabad. — It is deno- 
minated in the MS. Sallee&na Nhztr&na, which may 
be rendered, “ Annual gratuity,” a general appellation 
which docs not imply pnfit'm right. 
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poffeffion of the provinces of Korah and 
AlJehab^d, wh«re he refided for fome time 
after. 

Although thefe tranfadions were not 
immediately connefted with the hiftory of 
the Rohillas, yet, as they in their confe- 
<^ucnces led to events of the moft material 
importance with refpe£t to that tribe, it 
was neceflary to take fome particular no- 
ticeof them here. Itisalfo proper to remark 
that about the period of which we have 
been treating, the new Emperor advanced 
Suja-al-Dowlah to the office of the Viza- 
rety an appointment, however, which the 
prefen t ftate of the Ibvereign rendered 
merely nominal. 

On Suja-al-Dowlah furrendering him- 
felf to the Engliffi, Hafiz Rahmut and his 
followers returned to Rohilcund, and 
thither we fhall now accompany, them.— 

Abdoola Khan being exceedingly difguf- 
|:ed at the iniquitous cqnduft of his guar- 
M 3 dians, 
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dkns, had retired to Ooj^nee, (as before 
obferved) * and there, putting on the habit 
of zDirveifii or Fakt^r, employed him- 
felf in diftributing the whole of the in- 
come arifing from the lands allotted for 
his fupport, in alms to the poor ; and, in 
conformity to the practice of the order of 
which he profeflcd himfelf a member, af- 
fedted tocherilh fnakes and other noxious 
animals, by one of which he was bit in 
the arm, and almoft inftantly expired, in 
Auguft, 1761, — About three years after 
that event, Sydoola Khan, during the ab- 
fence of Hafiz Rahmiit, was feized with a 
confumption, and died in 1 764 ; and only 
ivtfo of Alice Mahummed’s children now 
remained alive ; viz. Fyzoola Khan and 
Mahummed-Yir Khan. 

Thefe are the only events of note which 
occurred in Rohilcund during the Ipace 
of^even years ; to wit, from the battle of 
Paneyput to the fecond incurfion of the 


f Page lao. 
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Mahrattas into the Doab. During this 
interval they had no enemies to interrupt 
their tranquillity from without ; and, al- 
though the injuftice of the guardians gave 
life to frequent jealoufies and difputes, yet 
the vigorous adminiftration of the chiefs 
who had ufurped the government, pre- 
ferved the country in a tolerable degree of 
internal harmony ; but wc have no docu- 
ments from which we might enter into a 
more minute delcription of the domeftick ' 
management or political intrigues which 
occupied their attention within this period ; 
as all that the Rohilla narrator remarks 
upon it is — ‘ ‘ The Afgan Sirdars, being freed 
from the vexatious interruptions of the 
“ marauders of the Deccw»,” {thzMahrat- 
ias) “ by their chaftifement at Paneyput, 
** and allaying the ferments of the difeor- 
“ dant and the factious by the wifdom of 
“ their aufpicious councils, pafled feveii 
years in harmony and eafe.”. 

# 

The Mahrattas had fufFered fo very fe- 
yercly by their defeat at Paneyput, that 
M 4 fomc 
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fotne years paffed away before they would 
venture to do any thing of coiifequence 
again in the northern provinces. At length, 
having refolved to deprive the Afgans of 
thofe countries, which, by the favour of 
Ahmed Abd 411 ee, they held in the Doib, 
Mahdo Jee Sindea, (the fucceffor of Mal- 
har Row) Toke JeeHolcar, and other chiefs, 
crofled the Jumna with a conliderable body 
of troops, in the year 1769. 

Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, who continued to 
manage affairs at Delhi in the abfence of 
the Kiug, as nominal minlfter, on hearing 
this intelligence, and finding that the 
Mahrattas were in great force, made a me- 
rit of neceflity, and joined thefe marau- 
ders in their depredations againft the Jdts ; 
and at the fame time a negociation was 
opened through his mediation between the 
Afgan chiefs and Mahratta commanders, 
eefjw^ling the furrender of thofe diffrids 
in the Dolb to which the lalter laid claim, 
Doondee K.han, who had never much con- 
cerned hirnfelf in the care of thefe diff;ri6:a, 

V * * 

was 
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was willing to come to an amicable com • 
promife with the Mahrattas ; and, in a 
council of the chiefs which was held on 
the occafion, faid , — ** I have no ability to 
meet the chiefs of the fouth in the 
doubtful flrife of war: — ^if they will, 
from a defire of peace and amity, per- 
** mit me to retain the diftrift of Shikko- 
habiid alone, I fhall acknowledge their 
“ kindnefs ; but if not, I fhall lift my 
hands from thefe pofleffions altogether.” 

Hafiz Rahmut, who was prefent, 

and whole pofleffions in the Dodb were 
valuable and produflive, with a charac- 
teriftick boldnefs, laying his hand upon 
his feymitar, replied,——** Whllft I 
** live, I fhall hope; nor will I fuffer 
“ an ill-timed and groundlefs defpon- 
“ dence to deprive me of thofe favours 
#* which, with the help of God, I re- 
*‘ ceived from the illuftrious Abd^lleel” 
— On the council breaking up, Doowdee^ 
Khan went off to his own diftrift, and’ 
Hafiz Rahmut and his party proceeded to 
take fuch fleps as (hewed them determined 
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to oppofe the views of the Mahrattas with 
all their might. For this purpofe they en- 
tered into a treaty with Ahmed Khan 
Buuglfli, promifing, in lieu of his fupport, 
to cede to him fome of thofe lands which 
lay contigious to the Ferrochabad govern- 
ment. — To the firft overtures made on this 
bufinefs to Ahmed Khan they received a 
favourable anfwer ; and relying upon the 
aid which they fliould derive from this al- 
liance, a conficlerable body of the Rohilias 
maiching down to Sandee, eroded the 
Ganges at Fatty Ghurr. Hafiz Rahmut, 
however, had not deliberated on this oc- 
cafion with his ufual forefight and fagacity, 
— Ahmed Khan Bungifli, whole country 
lay open to the inroads of the Mahrattas, 
was fearful of expofing himfelf to their 
indignation ; and, notwithfianding his re- 
ply to the requifitions of the Rohilias, 
delayed, on a variety of pretexts, to take 
Ri>y»4ecided part agalnft them ; and many 
of the Rohilias themfelves -being little in- 
terefted concerning the retention of terri- 
tories, from which the immediate pofiefi» 

Ibrs 
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fbrs alone reaped any advantage, became' 
dliTatisficd and mutinous ; fo that, after 
fome months trifling and fruitlefs opera^ 
tion, Hafiz found himfelf obliged to give 
up the fort of Etdwa, and the furround- 
ing country, to the Mahrattas, and retired 
beyond the Gauges, 

Perhaps their lofi. of territory in the 
Doflb, by circumfcribing their line of de- 
fence, might have added to the real 
ftrength of the Rohillas, inftead of di- 
minllhing it ; but the Afgau interefts, 
Ihortly after this, fuffered an irreparable 
blow in the death of Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, 
who, from the period of his fucceeding 
Ghazee-ad-deen in the office of prime mi- 
nifter, had continued for the remainder of 
bis life to fupport the laft wretched frag- 
ment of the fallen empire at Delhi, with 
a firmnefs which would in happier times 
liave infured him the approbation a w d ' ap >~ 
plaufe of mankind; and although, in this 
laft feene of it, the urgency of prefenc 
jicccfiity conftraiued him to take a part 
" with 
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with their opponents, yet, as well from 
natural relation as from political connec- 
tion, he had always been warmly attached 
to the Afgan party. — He left a fon named 
Zabita Khan, who fucceeded his father in 
the pofleffion of his territories in the 
northern part of Rohilcund and the DotU, 

I 

The Rohllla confederacy llkewife fuf- 
fered much at this time by the death of 
Doondee Khan, who had, along with 
Hafiz Rahinut, been appointed by Alice 
Mahumraed joint guardian to his children. 
His charadter flood high among thofe of 
his tribe, for generofity of fpirit, and gal- 
lantry in war— infomuch, that they alTert, 
that the acquifition of Rohilla indepen- 
dence inKutt^her may, in a great meaftire, 
be aferibed to the popularity of his man- 
ners and the prudence of his councils. 

Having attained the age of feventy years, 
-fet in Bifibolee of an apoplexy. — He 
left three fbns, Mahboola Khan, Fittahoola 
Khan, and Azeemoola Khan, who divided 
(he dillrlds of Moradabad and BifToolee 

(whicl^ 
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(which had fallen to the lot of their father 
in the ufurpatloii of the territory by the 
guardians) among themfelves. — Not long 
after this Ahmed Khan Bungifli died at 
Ferrochabad, leaving the inheritance of 
his pofleflions to liis Ion Muzziffer Jung. 

The expulfion of the Rohilhs from the 
Doab, and the utter extindiou of the 
Muflulman confequtnce at Delhi, in the 
death of NIjccb-al-Dowlah, removed every 
obftruflion to the execution of thofe 
fchemes which the Mahrattas had at this 
time planned for extending their dominion 
and confirming their power in the capital 
of the empire. They accordingly took 
pofleffion of Delhi, and wrote to the Em- 
peror Shah Aulum, who then refidcd under 
the proteillon of the Englifli at Alleha- 
bad, holding forth to him the moft flatter- 
ing propofals of reinftating him in the 
ancient feat of government, 'and rdtonng 
him to the dignity of lil; aiiceftors, if he 
would forlake his prefent friends, and 
, aflhnirt 
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affume the reins of imperial authority at 
Delhi. 

The fituation of this prince at Alle- 
habad, as a penfionerof thcEnglifli, owing 
Hot only his prefent nominal dignity, but 
perhaps even his exiftence to their pro- 
tedion and fupport, however mortifying 
it might be to his pride, yet was certainly 
preferable to any advantage he could expedl 
to derive fjom throwing himfelf upon the 
Mahrattas, who being the hereditary ene- 
mies of his family and religion, could 
not be fup poled to feel any attachment to 
his perfon ; and in fadi, only wanted to 
make him the tool of their own defigns.— 
He was feulible that his relinquilhing the 
prote£lion of the Englifli muft heceflarily 
be attended with the lofs of his annual 
jftipend, which was drawn from the re- 
venues of the Bengal Provinces ; as the 
Rate m circulation of fpecle in the em' 
pire was not now by any means the fame 
as it had been, whilft the court and the 
capital flourilhed in the vigo)jr of the 

rMogul 
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Mogul Government. —In former times, 
when the lower provinces ufed to yield a 
regular tribute to the Emperors (which 
they have not done for above half a. cen- 
tury pad) the greateft part of it was re- 
mitted by bills upon Delhi and Lahore, 
for the payment of which lufficient funds 
Avere there I'upplied in the fale and con- 
luenptionof the rich manufadures of Ben- 
gal; in fad, if it bad not been fo, no 
tribute could ever have been remitted ; and 
when the depredations of Nadir Shah, and 
a variety of other circumftances, contri- 
buted, by irapoverilhiug the court, to flop 
the vent for tbefe commodities In this 
quarter, the ftoppage of the tribute was a 
neceffary and inevitable confequence, in- 
dependent of any adual defedion on the 
part of the Nabobs of Bengal ; as it was ut- 
terly impofiible that the fame, or indeed any 
confiderable funi, could ever be continued 
to be tranfmitted in c /^ j , from Jl coiulfryTJT 
which gold ail'd fdver form no part of the 
natural produds. — All thefe circumjGtances 
Shah Aulum niuft have been well aware 

of, 
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of, and knew that the Englifli could not, 
in common prudence, continue to tranf- 
mit to him, whilft at fo great a diflance, 
large fums in fpecie (the only mode of re- 
mittance now remaining,) which mull be 
at once a fatal drain to the countries from 
whence they were taken, and an affiflance to 
theMahrattas, whole views were avowedly 
inimical to all their allies. — He was how- 
ever induced, by the fuggeftions of a 
chiklifli vanity, and the idle hope of re- 
ftp ring the Mogul empire to its former 
luftre, to leave Korah (a city in the neigh- 
bourhood of Allehabad, where he then re- 
lided) and, contrary to the advice of all 
his real friends and well-wlfhers, proceed- 
ed to Delhi in the year 1 770. 

On his arrival at the capital, the Mah- 
rattas enthroned him with the ufual ceremo- 
nies, (which, in fuch circumflances, could 
- 5 tiTrT)e te'rmed a mockery of royalty,) 
and caufed him to iffue jirmam and 
grants as heft coincided with their views j 
and the Shah, as a reward for their pre- 

- tended 
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tended fidelity to his caufe, made over to 
them, bya formal inftrument, the provinces 
of Korah and Allehab^dj and alfo every 
territory to the eaft of Delhi without ex- 
ception j thus giving them an uiireftfained 
commiffion to extend their ravages into all 
the countries on each fide of the Ganges# 

In order to underftand the dcfigns and 
fubfequcnt operations of the Mahrattas* 
it may be neceffary here to obferve that the 
river Ganges, which forms the natural 
boundary of Rohilcund to the weft» is 
fordable only within the compafs of that 
territory, and no where lower down, fo 
that the province of Oude, which lies to the 
fouthward, is invulnerable to thofe ma- 
rauders, excepting through the former 
country, as their numerous bodies of horfe 
have no fure means of advance and retreat 
but by the (hallows of the Ganges during 
the dry ftafon ; their defultory method-'iT?* 
carrying on wai^not fuiting with the con- 
(Irudliou of bridges, and other tedious and 
cxpenfive military works, (fuch as might 
N give 
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give them a command of the paffage of 
■unfordable rivers,) nor their mode of fight- 
ing calculated for the defence of them. 

On taking a view of the extenfive theatre 
of aftion which now lay before them, 
the Mahratta commanders perceived that, 
as the diftiids of Korah and Allehabdd 
were in fome meafure defended by a con- 
fiderable body of Britilh troops lying in 
that neighbourhood, their mofl advifeable 
plan of operation would be to dired their 
firft attacks againft the territories of the 
Rohillas, fo as through them to find an 
inroad to the dominions of Suja-al-Dowlah, 
where their principal views were direc- 
ted. 

Under colour, therefore, of the grants 
which they had procured or exadled fi om 
the Emperor, when the feafon for aftion 
awived, ,the Mahrattas took the field 


and 


* Dec. 1771. 
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and firft turned their arms agalnft Zabita 
Khan, who held the poflefiions bequeathed 
to him by his father, in the fame inde- 
pendent manner as the other Afgan chiefs; 
Zabita Khan, little prepared for fuch an 
attack, threw himfclf with what forces 
he could mufter into the intrenchments 
which had formerly been confirufted by 
NIjeeh-al-Do\vlah ztSooker-^all '^' ; the ene- 
my, however, being provided with fome 
heavy artillery, prefled lb cloftly upon 
him, that he was foon conftraiiied to eva- 
cuate his lines, and to make a precipitate 
retreat over the Ganges, under cover of 
the night. The Mahrattas, two days- after, 
palled that river by the ford at Corrimbols- 
gaut, in purfult of him ; and followed 
him fo clofely that he fled towards the 
hills above Lolldong in theutmoft confler- 
nation, leaving his family and valuable 
effefls at the fort of Pattergdrr or Nijceb- 
abad, the capital of his territory bejomi^ 
the Ganges, which the enemy prefcntly 


* Page 134. 
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attacked and carried without difficulty. 
Here they feized Zabita Khan’s mother, his 
wives, two brothers, and four of his chil- 
dren, and fent them off to their camp on 
the well: of the Ganges : they alfo plun- 
dered this city, and all the furroutiding 
towns and villages, with their ufual avidity; 
and with a favage ferocity, diredled per- 
haps by religious prejudices more than by 
a wanton fplrit of defolation, deftroyed 
mod; of the mofques and other publick 
buildings, and in particular defaced the 
monument of Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, a piece 
of remarkably curious and coftly work- 
manlhlp. 

The Rohllla chiefs, who appear on this 
occafion to have been totally unprepared 
for refiftauce, were ftnick with terror at 
the unexpeflcd progrefs of the hlahrattas ; 
and following the example of Zabita Khan, 
retired with their families and treafures 
into the forefts of Gungapore, where they 
ftrongly intrenched themlelves ; and con- 
tinued ftnit up in that manner near four 
months : in the mean time, J;he Mahrattas 

ranged 
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ranged at pleafure throughout the whole 
country, plundering, burning and deftroy- 
ing all before them. 

At length SuJa-al-Dowlah, alarmed by 
the danger which threatened his domi- 
nions, advanced with fome EnglKh bat- 
talllons under the command of Brigadier 
General Sir Robert Barker, (then com- 
mander in chief of the Bengal army,) to 
Shawbad on the borders of his territories ; 
and from hence Captain Harper (a gen- 
tleman who for fome time commanded a 
corps in the province of Oude, and whofe 
knowledge of the politicks of thefe coun- 
tries, was remarkably accurate and exten- 
five) was deputed to the Rohilla chiefs, 
in order to open with them a negotiation 
with refpeft to fuch mcafures as might 
tend to the effedhual expullion of the Mah- 
rattas from their territories.— Hafiz Rah- 
raut, on this gentleman’s apprpach, 
tured out of hi^ intrenchments, and pro- 
ceeded with him to the camp of Suja*al- 
Dowlah, with whom he had an interview* 
• N .q on, 
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on the banks of the Ramgunga. The par- 
ticulars of the conference aic not related ; 
hut the event of it was a treaty ^ of mutual 
defence and co-operation between the Ro- 
hillas and the Subadir of Oude, and an 
engagement by Hafiz-Rahmut, on the part 
of the former ('expreflly comprehending 
j,n the obligation of it all the Sirdars of 
Rohilcund) to pay to Suja-al-Dowlah the 
fum oi forty lacks of rupees, for his af- 
liftance In repelling the common enemy, 
and reftoring the feveral chiefs to their 
poffeflions, in whatever manner^ this 
might be efFefted ; and of which ten lacks 
were to be payable immediately, and the 
remainder by inftallments f ; and there 
wa^ a particular claufe in this agreement, 
that if the Mahrattas fliould, on account 
of the latenefs of the feafon retire for 

* See Appendix, No. i. 

See Appendix, No. 2. 

’This negotiation took pbce in June 1772.* — The 
tains generAly comtnence in there'northern countries, 
in the latter end of that month, 01 the beginning of 
July, and end in Oftobcr, but the great riveis are 
Dpt fordable until December, ^ 

the 
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the prefent, the force and meaning of it 
were to extend, in every rcfpe£t, to the 
year enfuing. This treaty, and agree- 
ment, in order to give them greater vali- 
dity and effect in the minds of the con- 
tradking parties, were executed and fworn 
to in the prefence of the IJritilh comman- 
der in chief, and counterfigned by him. 

It is here neceflary to remark,” fays 
the Rohilla hiftorian, “ that nothing ex- 
“ cept a weaknefs of judgement from his 
“ advanced age, or a decree of unerring 
providence hanging over him for his 
“ injuftice to the children of his friend, 
** could ever have led Hafiz Rahraut to 
“ enter into this ralh and impolitick treaty, 
“ by which he threw the Afgans upon 
“ the protedion of aliens, and with his 
“ own hand ratified the inftrument of his 
“ future ruin.” 

• 

The feafon being fo far advanced, no- 
thing of material confequence occurred 
after this tranfadion. — The Mahrattas re- 
N 4 tirefi 



^78 HISTORY OT THE 

tired unmolefted to Delhi, and tl^e Ro- 
hlllas retijrned to their refpeflive homes, 
which, efpecially in the northern diftrifts, 
prefented them with fcenes of the moft 
deplorable defolation. — Suja-al-Dowlah re- 
turned to Fyzabad, leaving a few troops 
cantoned at Sandee for the renjainder of 
the feafon. 

Soon after the retreat of the Mahrattas, 
Buxy Sirdar Khan, having con traded a 
fever in the Gungapore woods, died at ^ 
very advanced age ; and the following cha- 
rader of him (literally taken from the 
original) may not, perhaps, be unaccept-r 
able to our readers : — “ For ninety for- 
“ tunate years Siidiir Khan lived in this 
vale of wretchednefs and forrow: — he 
“ was an holy and religious perfon ; — 
from the day of mature difccrnment 
to the lafl; afpiration of raortd exigence, 
*‘^he was daily leen In the congregations 
** of the mofques, and in ^he aHemblies 
of the pious: he was a man juft in his 
fentiments, and upright in his deal- 

ings; 
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Ings : he was not, like others of lus 
tribe, a violator of the ties of friend- 
Ihip, or an opprelTor of the helplefs ; 
“ and excepting the due returns of the 
“ revenue, he took not from the indigent 
labourer, or the ufeful tiller of the 
“ ground, a fingle exaftion.—He retained 
** his faculties to the Lift moment of his 
“ life ; and previous to the final departure 
“ of that immortal fpark which connefls 
“ the human with the divine exiftence, 
whilft his reafon was yet alive to the 
concerns of this tranfitory ftate, he 
made an equitable diftribution of the 
bleffings he enjoyed from providence 
raong his heirs,” &c. 

Ahmed Khan and Meer ^hfahummed 
Khan, the Buxy’s two eldeft fons, quar- 
relling concerning the divifion of their fa- 
ther’s country, ralfed a difturbance which 
tended greatly to inflame fome difcord*, 
already prevailing in Rohilcund. 


Ahmed Khan, being the fenior, ap- 
pealed 



t8o HISTORY OF THE 

pealed to Hafiz Rahmut, who decided in 
his favour ; upon which Meer Mahum- 
toed raifed troops, and attempted to poffefs 
himfelf of the diftridt of Ahrat (which 
had been a part of his father’s affumed 
cftates) by force: but Futtee KhanKhan- 
faman met him on the banks of the Soot 
Nulla, totally routed the infurgents, and 
took Mahummed prifouer. 

This infurreftion was not yet quelled, 
when another of a more capital and dan- 
gerous nature arofe ; and Hafiz Rahmut, 
who had unjuftly ufurped the rights of 
thofe children whom his friend had com- 
mitted to his guardianfhip and proteftion, 
was doomed to fee his own fon rife up in 
rebellion againft him. 

En^lt Khan, the eldeft fon of Hafiz 
Rahmut, had always exhibited marks of a 
-'^uafreifonie and turbulent dlfpofition ; and 
now, on fome trifling difrerence with his 
father, raifed a body of three thoufand of 
his friends and followers, and furprifing 
' the 
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the fort of Barcllee, fliut the gates againfl: 
him, declaring his refolution to hold that 
dillridt in future as his own. Hafiz Rah- 
inut, aware thatufing open force againft 
his fon might raife difturbaiices deftruc- 
tive to Barcllee and the neighbouring coun- 
try, retired to I’eeleabetc, from whence 
he wrote to all the other chiefs requiring 
their afiiflance to crufli tills rebellion. On 
the troops being collcfted in confequcnce 
of this fummons, the wily chief, in order 
to draw his foil from Barellee, had re- 
courfe to a ftratagem perfedlly confifteiit 
with the duplicity of his character; cau- 
ling a grant to be drawn out, in the name 
of Enait Khan, of the diftridt of Sellm- 
pore, which he fent to him with a letter 

“ aflurlng him of his forgivenefs ; 

“ taking blame to himfclf for a deficiency 
“ of parental indulgence, and defiring him 
to go and take pofleffion of the above 
** lands, which he hoped would be con>» 
fiJered by him as fufficlent prefent pro- 
“ vifion; and proraifing to reward his 
** oiicdicnce in the ainpldl; manner.” This 

artifice 
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arti^ce was attended wjth the defired ef- 
fect. Ill a few days EnMt Khan and his 
foljlowers left Barellee, intending to pro- 
ceed to Selimpore. Hafiz Rahmut imme- 
diately detached a feleft body of troops 
in order to feize his fon, which after a 
flight Ikirmifli was cfFefted. When the un- 
fortunate and mifguided’youth was taken, 
his father declared his refolation to put 
him to death, hut was perfuaded to adopt 
the fcarce more lenient meafure of banilh- 
ing him out of Rohilcund, without any 
means of fubfiftence. — En&it Khan, thus 
left deflitute, went to Suja-al-Dowlah, and 
after remaining at Fyzabad near twelve 
months, being reduced to extreme want, 
returned in defpair to Rohilcund. His fa- 
ther pofitively lefuled him admittance 
into Barellee, and he returned to a neigh- 
bouring village, where he fhortly after 
died of a broken heart, amidfl: all the mi- 
sery of toorlate repentance and unavailing 
remorfe j — thus,” fays the JR.ohiIla narra- 
tor, was the parental imprecation amply 
** fulfilled in him ; Hafiz Rahmut, three 
I “ dif?p,rent 
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different times during his rebellion, 
** having gone to the Mofque and prayed 
“ aloud, faying, Caufe the cup of his life^ 

0 Godl to overfowvuhiljl yet inhlsyouthf 
“ fo that no fruit may ever fpringfrom that 
** maufpicious branch ; and never let me be 
“ expofed to the fame of again beholding 
“ his face,'* 

In addition to this, and fimilar domef- 
tlck difturbances, the defedtioii of Zabita 
Khan contributed not a little to weaken 
the power of the Afgans at this period.— 
His family having been carried off from 
Pattergurr, as already related, he ap- 
plied to Suja-al-Dowlah, intreating him 
to intercede with Mahda Jee Sindhea, the 
Mahratta commander, for their releafe. — 
Saja-al-Dowlah accordingly direfted his 
niinifter, Elitch Khan, who was tlien at 
Delhi, to make the proper applications 
upon this fubje£t, and the requeft was, 
granted on condition that Zabita Khan 
fhould come over to the Malirattas, which 

he 
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he accordingly did, in Auguft, A. D. 
1772. 

Mahda Jee Sindhea, fooii after this, pro- 
ceeded to Poona by the route of Jeyna- 
gur, being called thither by fome late 
difputes between Mahda Row Nlrraen, the 
Peifhwa, and his uncle, Ragonet Row, 
which were likely to occafion difturbances 
in the Decan. — He left the command of 
the army to the Mahratta generals, Toko 
Jee Holcar, and Beyfa Jee Pundit, who, 
as the feafon fit for adion approached, de- 
termined to march once more into Rohil- 
cuud. 

The Mahrattas, on firft taking the field, 
in November, 1772, as the Ganges was 
not yet fordable, moved fome way down 
the Dodbt with an apparent view of com- 
mencing their operations in that country : 
but, ^underftanding that they were likely 
"^to meet with effedlual oppofition, upon 
their fpies bringing them intelligence that 
the Ganges had become fordable, they fud- 

denly 
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denly turned, and directed their route to 
Ramghaut. 

From hence the Mahratta commanders 
(merely as a pretext for their future pro- 
ceedings) lent letters to the Rohilla chiefs, 
demanding payment of the bonds for fifty 
lacks of rupees, which they had fonie 
years ago given to Scflar Jung% and 
which had been transferred by him to 
Mulhar Row. 

The chiefs, inftead of returning any ex- 
plicit anfwer to thefe requifitions, aflem- 
bled their forces at a place about fifteen 
miles diftant from Ramghaut, and from 
thence detached a cbofen body under the 
command of Ahmed Khan, (who had fuc- 
ceeded Sirdar Khan in the office of Buxy ) 
•with direfllons to guard the ford at Ram- 
ghaut, and to feize all the boats on that 
part of the river. 

The Buxy accordingly marched, butin- 
ftcad of following his inftruclions, by 
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which he would, at all events, have con- 
ftrained the enemy to leek a paflage much 
higher up, contented himfelf with throw- 
ing a part of his forces into a fmall fort 
which commanded the road from the 
ghaut, or ford, into the country, but was 
not fo fituated as to defend the paflage over 
the river. Whatever other meafures he 
might have intended to purfue, it would 
appear that he did not adopt them with 
fufficient celerity; as Holcar found means 
to cfFedt a paflage for his army early the 
next morning, his cavalry fording at the 
iifual place, and his infantry and rocket- 
men being tranfported in boats (many of 
which they found at hand, notwithftand- 
ing the injunftions given to the Buxy) a 
little lower down : — and the next day he 
attacked the Buxy in the fort, and foon 
obliged him to furreiider, and give up all 

his artillery and ammunition. From 

hence, the ,vi(florlous marauders proceeded 
to Sumbull, and plundered all the country 
between that city and Moradabdd but 
they were not long unoppofed. 


It 
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It has been already hiicl, that the unfor- 
tunate and impotent Emperor, Shah Au- 

liim, on deferring his protedlors, and un- 
dertaking hisromantick expedition to Del- 
hi, thereby throwing himfelf into the 
power of the Mahrattas, was compelledi 
to grant firmans^ making over to them 
the provinces of Korah and Allehabad 
— Some of their motions, before they pro- 
ceeded to Rohilcund, having indicated an 
intention on their part to take poffeffion of 
thefe territories, it was judged expedient 
by the Britifli government to march a body 
of troops that way, to be at hand, to pro- 
te£t them, if neceflary ; — our ally, the Vi- 
zier, being greatly apprehenfive of the 
confeq^uences, fhould the Mahrattas be 
permitted to eftablifli themfelves fo very 
near to him. Accordingly, the firft bri- 
gade of the Englilh army, then ftationed 
at Dinapore, took the field in the begin- 
ning of A. D. 1773, under the.comt*iand 
of Brlgadier-geueral Sir Robert Barker, 
and marched into the province of Owde, 
from whence a detachment was fent to 
O garrilon 
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garrifon the fort of Allehabad, and another 
to occupy the lines at Cawnpore, in order 
to fecure the paifage of the Ganges, Ihould 
there be occafion to ciofs that river, for 
the puipole of covering thofe countiics 
which were appiehendcd to be the objed of 
the Mahrattas’ defigns. As foon, hov/- 
ever, as intelligence was received of the 
Mahrattas having marched to Raraghatit, 
with a view to renew their attacks upon 
Rohilcund, the combined armies of the 
Englifti and Suja-al-Dowlah advanced to- 
wards that country by rapid marches, and 
arrived at Shawbad at the period when 
Toko Jee croifed the Ganges, and defeated 
the Rohillas under the Buxy, as before 
mentioned. 

The Englifh, immediately after this af- 
fair, proceeded to Ramghaut, and had 
nearly furprifed a body of four thoufand 
Maliratta' horfe whilft fording the Gan- 
ges at the Ghaut of Gifrrickpore, about 
five miles below that place, in order to re- 
inforce their friends on that fide : the 

Sreatefl, 
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greateft part of them wat> in the middle of 
the river, when the Britilh army came in 
light, upon which tliey fuddenly returned, 
and marulied up the wcfterii bank, towards 
Ramgliaut, (where Bey fa Jee was e«* 
camped with part of the Mahratta army 
and all their artillery and heavy baggage) 
whilfl: the Britiflr and Vizier’s troops con- 
tinued their route along the oppofitc Ihorc, 
until they arrived at AHidpore, within 
fjght of Bey fa Joe’s encampment.— Here 
the Mahrattas commenced a cannonade 
againft the EngUfli ; but this was foon 
anfwcred by the latter with fuch efFe£t as 
prcfently filenced their artillery, and 
obliged their whole army to change their 
ground with fome precipitation. 

The conduit of Hafiz Bahmut and the 
other Rohilla chiefs, during thele tranl- 
aitions, had exhibited great duplicity ; in 
fomuch that the Britllh general «wao not 
xvithoutapprchcnfion of fume collufion be- 
tween them and the Mahrattas ; and thefe 
fufpicious w'ere increafed by their lb long 
O a delaying 
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delaying to join him with their forces.— 
The truth was, that Hafiz Rahmut, un- 
willing, however able he might be, to take 
upon himfelf the entire fulfilment of the 
engagement which he had entered into 
with Suja-al-Dowlah the preceding year, 
was defirous, if he could not altogether 
evade it, at all events to bear as little as 
pollible of the burden ; and he had al- 
ready applied to the other chiefs, endea- 
vouring to convince them of the neceffity 
of their affifting him in the difeharge of 
the obligation which had been agreed to by 
him for their common benefit. His re- 
raonflrances, however, were attended with 
no effeft : fome declared that he had no 
right to bind them to fuch a condition, — 
whilft the majority ridiculed the idea of any 
treaty whatever being held obligatory upon 
the contradtlng parties, where it could either 
be infringed with benefit, or broken with- 
out danger. — ^Maiiy, indeed, were not al- 
together without a fufpicion that if Hafiz 
Rahmut fliould obtain their fubfidies in 
this behalf, he would coi).vert the money 

to 
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to his own ufe, and ftill endeavour to 
break hh contract with the Vizier, fo that 
they would remain as liable to be involved 
in a quarrel with that power on this ac- 
count as ever ; and they unanimoufly ad- 
vifed Hafiz Rahmut, in cafe he Ihould be 
again prefled by the Vizier on this fufejeft, 
to protract the final adjuftment of it on va- 
rious pretences, to amnfc him with delu- 
five hopes, and to truft to future events to 
extricate him, without expence, from his 
obligation. — Hafiz did, in effeft, adopt 
this lafl: plan, which was much more con- 
fonant to his own ideas of political ma- 
nagement than any other ; and determined, 
in cafe the Mahrattas fliould attempt a fe- 
cond irruption into Rohilcund, to avoid 
folicitiiig the aid of his former proteftors, 
an interview with whom would inevitably 
lead to demands which he was now re- 
folved not to comply with ; nor was he 
without hopes of being able (For he had 
now complete w'arniug of the enemy’s de- 
figns) to defend the paflages of the Ganges 
with the Roh^la forces alone. It was with 
O 3 this 
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this view that, on the approach of the 
Mahraltas towaids Ramghaut, he detached 
the Buxy to guaid the fouls ao already 
mentioned ; and had that officer done his 
duty, it is probable that Hafiz might not 
have been difappointed in his expedtations, 
and that the Mahrattas might have met 
with an effectual check, without any im- 
mediate neceflity of calling upon the Vi- 
zier for his aflillance. The mlfinanage- 
ment or treacheiy of the Buxy, however, _ 
opening a way for the invaders, fuggefled 
another idea to him, by which he might 
at once avoid iheir violence, and fecure 
himlelf agaiuft any difigieeable confe- 
quences from his non-compliance with the 
Vizier’s demands. — ^This was no lefs than 
to enter into a confederacy with the Mah- 
rattas themfelves ! — by which they were 
to obtain, under certain reftriftions, a per- 
manent fettlement in the country, on en- 
gaging to defend theRolyllas againfl “ all 
** their enemies and he actually em- 
ployed emiffaues privately to negotiate this 
defperate ptopofal with thedMahratta com- 

snanders 
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manders; — but all his fchemes were fruf- 
tratcd by the rapid and unwiflied-for ad- 
vance of tlie allied army, and Hafiz Rah- 
mut found himfclf, by his own crooked 
and temporizing policy, entangled in a la- 
byrinth of perplexity and diflrcfs. Yet, 
even at tliis time, when the enemy, not- 
vvitli/huiding his llcrct overtures to them, 
were plundering and laying wafte all the 
more dcfeucclefs parts of the country, he 
endeavoured to procraftinatc his jundloii 
with Siija-al-Dowlah as long as poffible ; 
•—at length, finding that the allies had al- 
ready advanced Into the heart of the Ro- 
hilla territories, and underftauding that 
they were fully aware of his treacherous 
proceedings, and had even rcfolved to at- 
tack him, thou Id he confirm the fufpicLons 
his conduct had excited by any longer de- 
lay, he collected his forces, and joined 
Suja-al-DowIah the next day after the can- 
nonade between the Eiigli(h*aud 'Beyfir 
Jee'®'*. Some flays after that event, as the 
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Mabratta army was now divided, part of 
it being ftlll at Sumbull in Rohilcund un- 
der Toko Jee, and the remainder under 
Beyfa Jee, to the weftward of the Ganges, 
it was determined to attack them in both 

quarters at the fame time. With this 

view the Britifli troops forded the river at 
Ramghaut, whilft Suja-al-Dowlah and 
Hafiz Rahmut prepared to advance with 

their united forces againft Toko Jee. 

Beyfa Jee, when he heard of the approach 
of the brigade, decamped in the utmoft 
hurry and confufion, and went off to the 
diftance of forty miles in a fingle march. 
From fome fufpicions which Suja-al-Dow- 
lah Hill entertained of Hafiz Rahmut, the 
other part of the concerted operation was 
not executed by him; — but the Englifh, 
recroffing the Ganges the next day after 
the flight of Beyfa Jee, proceeded towards 
Sumbull ; upon which Toko Jee retreated 
to PSStf a ^own upon the Ganges, about 
fifty miles above Ramghaut, and erofled 
the river at that place on a bridge of boats, 

which he afterwards deftroyed, The 

Mahratt^ 
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Mahratta army made fome movements 
which indicated an intention of again crof- 
ling into Rohilcund at Corrlmbofaghaut, a 
conliderable diftaiice higher up the river ; 
but the brigade, advancing by rapid marches 
to that place, prevented them, wljilft the 
Vizier with his troops guarded all the fords 
at Ilamghaut and the neighbourhood ; and 
as the hot fcafon approached, and the 
Ganges began to be fwelled by the melting 
of the fiiovvs on the northern mountains, 
they were conftrained for the prefeut to 
relinquifli all thoughts of renewing their 
depredations to the eaftward, and retired 
£0 Etawa. 

The Rohllla country being thus entirely 
freed from the Mahrattas, buja-al-Dowiah 
began to prefs Hafiz Rahmut upon the 
forty lacks, due by his engagement, of 
which he (the Vizier) had agreed to make 
over a moiety to the Engllfli (ofrer and 
above the ftipalated monthly fubfidy) as a 
confideration for their alfiftance ; and he 
>vas fupporled in his rc^uifition by the 
' Rrltifh 



29<5 HISTORY OF THE 

Britifh commander in chief, who having 
afBfted at the original negociation, and 
given the treaty the fahflion of his coun- 
ter-fignature, had a right to infift on the 
punctual obfcrvance of it. — ^They could 
not, however, get any thing more from 
Hafiz than general profe/Iions, and ac- 
nowledgments of the juftice of the debt, 
with excufes of the inability of the Rohil- 
las to dil'charge it, or any part of it, at pre- 
fent, owing to the defolated ftate of their 
territories. The Vizier would ■willingly 
have taken occafion, from hence, to ap- 
propriate the country of Hafiz Rahmut in 
lieu of the debt ; a ftep in which he would 
certainly have been fully juftlfied by the 
Robilias’ treacherous breach of faith in 
this as well as in other particulars ; — and 
he held forth fome very advantageous offers 
about this time to the Britifh government 
(through the commander in chief) for 
their adSiftance in the profecutlon of a de- 
fign he had formed to this purpofe : — but 
as the Mahrattas were ftill in great force 
in the Dodb, and might probably endea- 
vour 
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vour to pofftfs thcmfclves of the provin*^ 
cp'i of Korah and Allehabad (which were 
tho oiiginal objects of proteftion) wliilft 
Suja»al-Dowlah and his allies Ihould be en- 
gigcd in this bufincfs, it was judged pru- 
dent to decline entering upon it ; and it 
w’as thoiiolit at any rate moft expedient, 
both in jnlHcc and in policy, ' to give the 
Rofiillas full time, that they might have 
a tall opportunity to fulfil their obligations 
betore any meafures fliould be adopted to 
compel them. 

In the mean time, as the lealbn was al- 
ready very far advanced, and the country 
was reftored to perfect tranquillity, the 
Britifli and Vizier’s troops returned into 
the province of Owde, and the former 
were ftationed in cantonments at Sultan- 
pore upon the Gumty (a river which runs 


Perhaps a v»ant of money and deficiency of po- 
1'tic.il fyftpm were more cogent icalons than any other 
for iclincjuilhing this undertaking at the prefent pe- 
riod. 


through 
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through the province of Owde, wafliing 
jLucknow in its courfe) to fcrve as a check 
upon the future defigns of the Mahrattas, 

What farther views thefe marauders 
might have entertained is not pofitively 
known; but, happily for the peace of thofe 
provinces, which had for five years groaned 
under their w'afteful depredations, the 
whole were about this period fuddenly 
called off by the troubles at Poonay 
■where Ragonet Row had put to death the 
Peifhwa, bis nephew, fucceeded him in his 
office, and had been afterwards depofed by 
the faftlon of Sindhea and other chiefs ; fo 
that the affairs of their government were 
thrown into the utmoft confufion, and 
their country threatened with a civil war ; 
which rendered the prefence of Toko Jee 
Holcar and his army abfolutely neceflary 
at Poona, in order to give a decided weight 
in favcfUr of* the new adminiftration.— — 
They accordingly called in all their detach- 
ments, and withdrawing the whole of 
their forces from the Do^b, excepting a 

I fnaall 
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fmall bijcly which was Rationed at Etawa, 
went off to their own dominions, withodi?' 
leaving any cftablilhnicnt to letain poflef- 
fion or colled the revenues of the diftrids 
they had lately overrun in the northern 

part of that territory. Ahmed Khan 

Huxy (who had furrciulered to Toko Jee 
Ilolcar at Ranighavit) was at this period 
releafcd by the Mahratta commander, who 
prelented him with an elephant andpalen- 
kin, and difmiffed him with fuch tokens 
of cordiality and refped as raifed a fufpi- 
cion (perhaps not ill founded) of fome col- 
lufive management in the affair of Ram- 
ghaut, where the Buxy had exhibited fuch 
a glaring deficiency in the profecution of 
thofe meafures which were neceflary for 
the repulfc of the enemy. 

In fad, the charaderiftick treachery of 
the Rohlllas, and their continually endea- 
vouring to circumvent or overturn eacli 
other, was ruinous to the caufe on every 
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occafion which required cKertioa* and u-. 
saanimity, and feetned to increafe with the 
increafe of their misfortunes, fo as at once 
to excite the refentment of their allies, and 
render them incapable of oppofing its ef- 
fedls. — This fpirit, fo detrimental to their 
welfare, and fo ruinous to them in its 
ultimate • confequences, appears in every 
anecdote refpedting the internal adrainiftra- 
tion of their government ; and a moll 
ftriklng Inflance of it was at this time ma* 
nifeHed, in the treatment of Sydoola 
Khan’s Begum, and of Mahummed-Yftr 
Khan, the fourth fon of Alice Mahum- 
med, and now, excepting Fyzoola-Khan, 
the only furvivor.— — It has already been 
obferved that the guardians, on making a 
final partition of the province of Kutti\her 
among themfeives, in detriment to thofe 
who, although they poflelTed no le^al title, 
were neverthelefs, as the children of Alice 
Mahummed, the natural heirs to his ufur- 
pations, had provided for the fubfiftence 
of Sydoola Khan, by a penfion for the 
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payment of wiiicii funds were cftabllflicd 
by each of the four principal chiefs granfesr 
ing affignments (to the amount fpecified 
in the agreement) upon that portion of 
the territory which fell to his fltare in the 
aforefaid general partition — Thcfe affigu- 
ments were made over to the Busy, who 
was authorized, from the nature of his of- 
fice, to collctO: the money and apply it to 
the intended purpofc. 

On the deceafe of Sydook Khan, a pen- 
fion of three lacks of rupees per annutn. 
was continued, in like manner, to the 
Begum his widow ; — this, however, was 
very irregularly paid ; and the late incur- 
fions of the Mahrattas having deiblated 
Rohllcund in many places, furnlfhed a 
pretext for withholding it altogether. — 
On the Mahrattas withdrawing into their 
Own country, the Begum, fhortly after 
the Buxy’s releafe, feized thcjoppottunity 
of tlie chiefs, being fiill together in the 
field, to lay before them a reprelentation 
of her claims, and the dirtrefs under which 

file 
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flie laboured, and intreated the difcharge 
^ the arreai's due upon her penfion : at 
the fame time Mahummed-Ydr Khan 
made loud complaints of the injurious and 
cruel negleO: he fuftained, and of the mi- 
fery to which he was reduced from the 
total want of a maintenance. — Hafiz Rah- 
mut, on their applying to him, with his 
ufual duplicity referred them to the Buxjt 
as the perfon who was refponfible for the 
riquldation of all publick demands : the 
Buxy, however, denied in the ftrongeft 
terms his obligation to continue the pay- 
ment’ of the Begum’s penfion, unlefs he 
fhould be enabled to do fo by the feveral 
chiefs granting frefh affignraents upon 
thofe parts of their country which, not 
having fuffered from the late invafions, 
were now in a produftlve Rate : the fons 
and co-heirs of Doondy Khan, on being 
folicited in this behalf, at once rejefled the 
appeal', declaring their father’s agreement 
to contribute to the fupport of Allee Ma- 
hummed’s family in no wife binding upon 
them. — At length, after much fruitlefs 

negotiation, 
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negotiation, Hafiz, In order to put an end 
to the matter for the prefent, prlvateljc-' 
fent a meffage by a confidential fervant to 
the Buxy, advifiug him to give written 
obligations to the Begum and to Mahum- 
med-Y^r Khar, as well for the arrears due 
to the former, as for the payment of a re- 
gular annuity to the latter; adding 

that when the Rohiila army fliould be 
** dilbandcd, and the people feparated to 
“ their feveral places of abode, he could 
“ then, without danger of any popular 
“ infurreflion in favour of the parties, 
“ confult his own convenience with re- 
fped to the fulfilment of them — This 
inlidious advice the Buxy ftridly conform- 
ed to, and prevailed upon Mahummed-Yar 
and the Begum to accept thofe frail teftl- 
monials of their rights ; but never after- 
wards paid them a fingle rupee ; and even 
wrefted from the fcH-mer a fmall farm, pro- 
ducing about feven thoufand tupees per 
annum, which had been fettled upon him 
by Buxy Sirdar Khan. 


P 


f^onn 



204 HISTOat OF THE 

Soon after the Mahrattas had evacuated 
JR.ohllcuud, F utteh-Khan Khanfaman was 
feized with a palfy in his left fide, of which 
he died in a few weeks. — He left fix fons, 
of whom the two eldefi:, Ahmed Khan 
and Azeem Khan, lhared his territory be- 
tween them, the diftri£ts of Owlah and 
its dependances falling to the former, and 
thofe of Budavon and Owjfie to the latter, 
—Scarcely were the fons of Futteh Khan 
inflated in their inheritance, when, ac- 
cording to the ufual mode of proceeding 
among the Rohillas, each endeavoured to 
fubvert the other, and to eftablifli him- 
felf in foie pofleffion of his father’s lauds 
and eftates. In this Ahmed Khan, who was 
by much the abler politician, fucceeded.^ — 
This feud between the brothers firft broke 
out in coufequeuce of an effort, on the part 
of Azeem Khan, to retain in his own 
hands the whole of the elephants, artillery, 
and camp equipage, of his father, which 
were ftationed at Owfte at the period of 
his deceafe. — Upon this being compro- 
mifed through the mediation of Hafiz 

Rahmut, 
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Rahmut, who compelled Azeem Khan td 
deliver up a moiety of the artillery a»d 
ftores to Ahmed Khan, the latter af!e£ted 
to treat his brother with the utmoft con- 
fidence and cordiality ; aild having by this 
means thrown him off his guard, fbddenly 
marched to Owftc with a few refolute 
followers, and there fcizing on all the 
treafurcs and effedls wliich had been left 
in that place by the deceafcd, acquired, by 
this manoeuvre, fuch a decided fufieriority, 
as conftrained Azeem Khan to relinquifh 
the whole of his Inheritance, and to fly for 
fafety to Peeleabete, where Hafiz Rahmut 
gave him protection, but could not, or 
would not, procure him any redrefs ; and 
even acceded to Ahmed Khan fucceeding 
his father in the office of Kh^nfaman. 

The death of F utteh Khan left Hafiz 
Rahmut the only remaining perfon of 
thefe into whofe hands Alice Mahutnmed 
had committed the management of theRo- 
hilla government for his children, and ih 
him the oftenfible power of the Rate now 
" P became 
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became vefted, as Fyzoola Khan and hb 
Lpofher had never been admitted to any 
efficient participation of it.— Hafiz Rah- 
mut, notwithftanding his very advanced 
age, ftill perhaps pofleffed fpirlt and abi- 
lities fufficient to have enabled him to bear 
with fuccefs the great weight thus thrown 
upon his fboulders, bad any tolerable de- 
gree of harmony fubfifted among the other 
leading members of the community ; but 
that unanimity which alone could render 
them formidable now no lotiger prevailed 
among them ; the authority of Hafiz, as 
“ chief guardian of the ftate,’* was flight- 
ed by fome, and openly renounced by 
others ; they regarded the fuperiority he 
aflumed with envy ; and the manner of his 
-attaining that pre-eminence had rendered 
him particularly obnoxious to the fons of 
Allee Mahummed and their party ; fo that 
he found himfelf tottering on the pinnacle 
of an ufurped authorifv, without the fup- 
port of a Angle friend in whom he could 
venture to confide. 


Tti 
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In addition to a total defeft in 
alliance and general co-operation, many 
other circumftances concurred to weaken 
the power of the Afgan independances 
in the northern provinces at this period. — 
Zabita Khan bad been drawn off from their 
intereft, as already related ; and the death 
of Ahmed Khan Bungifh left the princi- 
pality of Fervochabad in the hands of his 
fon Muzziffer Jung, a weak and ignorant 
young man, who, fb fair from being able 
to add force or ftability to any union which 
might have been entered into by them for 
their general defence, had it not in his 
power to fupport himlelf; and was con- 
llrained, the year before, to have recourfe to 
Suja-al-Dowlah for his aid to protefthls city 
from the attempts of a petty detachment of 
Mahrattas;-»^add to this, thatinRohilcuiad, 
the feeds of contention, which had been 
fown in the original formation of the go- 
vernment, had long llnce Iprung up ; a 
mutual jealouly and avowed animolity, 
which had effeftually eftranged the diffe- 
rent leaders from each other, induced every 
P 3 man 
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in. the prefept ui^fettle^l ftateof afFairs;, 
to afpire at a feparate independence utterly 
inconfiftent with their political copfe- 
queuce as a colledLive body ; and the total 
relaxation or I'ul'penfiou of the penal laws, 
attendant upon fuch a ftate qf anarchy, 
could not fall of producing the moft mif- 
chlevous effects, among a people naturally 
of 'a fierce and untoward temper, an4 
poffefled of a difpofition fo addidled to 
’violence and rapine, as wopld at ^ny time 
have required tl^e fevereft exertions of juf- 
tice to feftrain it within bounds. The 
Hindoo farmers, and other original inha- 
bitants of the country, groaned under the 
worfi: fpecies of military yaflalagp ; whilft 
^the upfiart Muffulman delpots who held 
them in fubjedlion, were, by their perpe- 
tual feuds, dlfabled, as we have feen, fronn 
affording therp the fmaUeft prptedlion a- 
gainfi: armies of barbarous marauders, who 
every year Ipread their devaftations among 
them, almofl without reilftance. — The 
haughty and turbulent fpirit of the Afgaps 
pould not long fubmlt to that flrift conr 

trnnl 
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troul which was neceflary to preferve any- 
tolerable degree of regularity or fuBor- 
dination in a government compofed of lb 

many independent members; confe- 

quently orders were no longer heard or 
obeyed ; — the admifiiftration of juftice,— 
the colledlion of revtnue,--and the inter- 
courfo of commerce, were all at a ftaiid ; 
— tiie roads were iufeftcd with bands of 
armed ruffians ; and every enormity had 
grown to fuch a height as was not likely 
to yield to any remedy which, in the pre- 
feut Hate of things, could poffibly be ap- 
plied. 

Such was the ftate of the A^an powers 
ia thefe countries a few months before , 
the commencement of the celebrated 
** RohiUa War'^ 

Suja*al-Dowlah had, in his correlpon- 
dence with the Englifli govefnmeiit, re- 
peatedly expreffed an earuell defire to have 
an interview with Mr, Haftings, then go- 
vernor of Bepgal; — and many points of 
P 4 the 



aiO HISTORY OP THE 

• 

the utmofl: confequence having occurred 
Tlr^the courfe of his intimate connec- 
tion with the Britifh, the adjuftment 
of which could not any way be fo well 
effefted as by a perlbnal conferejrce, thp 
council at Calcutta, were of opinion, 
that a meeting between their prefident and 
the Vizier at this feafon would be pro- 
duflive of great benefit to the affairs of .the 
Company : Mr. Haftings was accordingly 
provided by them with efpecial powers of 
negotiation, and arrived at Benares in the 
mouth of Auguft, A. D, 1773. 

It may be recolle£ted that Suja-al-Dow- 
lah, at the clofe of the laft campaign a- 
gainfl the Mahrattas, in confequence of 
Hafiz Rahmut’s apparent treachery, and 
breach of his engagements, had conceived 
an idea of feizing upon the Rohilla coun- 
try, and had even made propofals to the 
Britifhr commander in chief for the affift- 
ance of the Euglifh troops" in the imme- 
diate execution of this defign. His pro- 
pofals were, at that time, for many pru- 
dential and political reafous, reje(Sted : 

thefe 
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thefe reafonsj however, now no longer 
exifted:— the Mahrattas, whofe pretence 
had formed the grand obftacle to the un- 
dertaking, had gone off, and were now 
folelj occupied in fettling the internal 
diffeufions of their own country; and 
many months had pafled, within which 
the Rohillas, if fo difpofed, could with 
eafe have difeharged the ftipulated fubfidy 
fo juftly due to the Vizier and his Allies, 
foe having twice cleared their conatry of 
an enemy ; but, Inftead of fo doing, they 
had anfvvered to the repeated importunities 
of the Vizier on this fubjeft, by a reite- 
ration of fubterfuges, delays, and excufes, 
which plainly indicated an intention on 
their part of never difeharging the obli- 
gation. 

In coufequence of this ftate of things, 
the Vizier, in his conference with Mr. 
Haftings at Benares, propofed tlwit the 
Brithh governaient fhould affift him with 
a brigade of the Company’s forces, to 
.citable him to effefl the conaplete fubjuga- 

rion 
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tion of Rohilcuod ; and agreed to pay a 
xnSKfhly fubfidy of two lacks and ten 
thoufand rupees, for the fubfiftence of thefe 
troops, and to prefent the Company with 
a gratuity of foity lacks of rupees, on the 
final performance of this fervice ; and the 
plan of the expedition was projedted, and, 
with the ultimate approbation of the coun- 
cil in Calcutta, determined to be under- 
taken as foon as the feafon fit for aftion 
fliould commence, in the event of the 
Rohillas not dlfcharging their obligations 
ill the interim. — Almoft immediately after, 
however, the Vizier, on a review of the 
ueceffary fteps preparatory to this impor- 
tant undertaking, began to be apprehen- 
fivc that the period which he had fixed for 
its commencement, would fcarccly allow 
him time to fettle a variety of concerns, 
the previous adjufiment of which was 
indifpenfably requifite to its ultimate fuc- 
cefs, and which his eagernefs for the 
attainment of his grand objedt had caufed 
him to negledt or overlook at the time of 
his propofing it ; neither was he without 

fears, 
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fears that, if he fhould meet with any unex; 
pc£ted difficulty in the profecution of thofe 
preparatory meafures, he might, by that 
circumftance, be rendered incapable of ful- 
filling his agreement with refpeft to the 
promifed fubfidy, in addition to the many 
pecuniary obligations which he already 
lay under to the Company. He therefore 
fuddenly refeiuded his propofals refpeding 
the fubjugation of Rohilcund, expreffing 
his wifh that this matter fhould (without 
being abfolutely reluiquifhed) remain in 
fti/peme, the ultimate execution of it to 
depend upon the fortunate coincidence of 
future occurrences. 

Soon after, Mr. Haftings, having adjufted 
the publick bufmefs with the Vizier, (the 
particulars of which are foreign to our 
fubjed) returned to Calcutta, and the Vi- 
zier toFyzabad; from whencethe latter pro- 
ceeded without delay to the profecution of 
thofe meafures'*by the fuccefs of which 
Jiis rcfolutio^ with refped to the Ro- 

hilcond 
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hilcund expedition was to be eventually de- 
teftSined. 

His firft objedt was the fecurity of the 
diftrifts of Korah and Allehabad, and the 
cftablifliment of fuch a line of defence on 
their northern frontier, from the Jumna to 
the Ganges, as would fecure him in the 
undillurbed pofieffion of them. — ^Thefe 
countries had been guaranteed to the impo- 
tent Emperor, Shah Aulum, by the treaty 
of Allebabad *, but were abandoned, and 
virtually relinquiihed by him on his pro- 
ceeding to Delhi t> where he Ihortly after 
made them over, by a grant, to the Mab- 
rattas J, who would certainly have ob- 
tained a permanent fettlement in them, 
which from their iituation, muft have 
been highly dangerous, if not utterly de- 
^rudive, to thefafety and independence of 
,all the eafteru provinces, had not their 
^hetites been moft fortunately fruftrated 
,by the timely and decifivef interference of 
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the Englifti and they were^confirmed to 
Suja-al-Dowlah in tlie late ceufcrcuce at 
Benares. 

The Mahrattas, although they had been 
compelled, by the prefeiit deranged fjtua- 
tion of their affairs at home, to relinquifh 
a great part of their pofllffions in the jDo- 
dhf (as has been already obferved) had 
yet left fome fmali garrilbns in the diftrift 
of Etavva, which makes the northern 
boundary of the Korah province ; and, aS 
their eftablifltment here naight enable them 
to give him great difturbance at fome fu- 
ture period, the Vizier judged It prudent 
to begin by ejeftlng them. He accordingly 
crofl'ed the Ganges at Mow, and marching 
over the Doab laid felge to the fort of. 
Etawa. — The Mahratta who commanded 
in that fortrefs, after a fmali refin- 
ance, merely to fave appearances, was pre- 
vailed upon to make a capitulation, by 
which the Mahrattas in this and' other 

Oa. 1773, 

places 
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places of thd^Doib, were permitted to re- 
tire umnolefted beyond the Jumna, and 
Suja-al-Dowlah had the godd fortune to 
poffefs himfolf of the whole of thefe di- 
fl:ri£ts without any farther oppofition j fo 
that^hls dominion between the rivers now 
extended from Allehabad near to Agra upon 
the Jumna, and to Kinnoge upon the Gan- 
ges. 

This great and unexpected fuccefs, by 
removing every obftacle of any moment, 
determined the Vi2ier to adhere to the ex- 
ecution of his original defign ; and he 
forthwith wrote to the Council at Cal- 
cutta, conveying formal propofals, in the 
terms already mentioned, which, after due 
deliberation, were acceded to, nearly on the 
fame conditions as had been fpecified in the 
interview at Benares K 

The Rohilla expedition being now irre- 
vocably determined on, as it was yet early 
in the feafon +, the Vi/der refolved to 

“ Page 21 *.— — -h ^773‘ 
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ftnooth or remove every remaning obftacle 
to his views, which, as his mfin obje£!: had 
been already attained with fq^much facility, 
he concluded he might eafilj^ effc<St, before 
his allies Ihould be in rcadinel's to take the 
field. Having taken proper precautions 
for the fccurlty of his own ncqulfitions in 
the Dodif, by placing lupported by 

conliderable bodies of troops, throughout 
the country, he proceeded to Ferrochabad. 
Notice has already been taken of the 
wretched fituation to which that ftate had 
been reduced by the death of Ahmed 
Khan Bungifli, and the imbecility of his 
fuccelTor, whom Snja-ai-Dowlah noweafi- 
ly found means to cajole with alTurances of 
his friendfhip and fupport, and finally to 
draw him intofuch engagements as left hi^ 
country, property, and perfon at the foie 
difpofal of the Vizier, who foon found 
himfelf as entirely pofTeffed of Ferroeha' 
bad as of any part of his own original do- 
minions. From hence he feht for’Zabita 
Khan, who, having been releafed from his 

* Angice— “ Superintendant", or collefiorsof le- 
venae.” 
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engagements^with the Mahrattas, by their 
precipitate rstrtat from the DodB, had re- 
tired to Nijeeb;;bad, feeming inclined once 
more to join the fortunes of his country- 
men ; — but Suja-al-Dowlah, by his profef* 
fions, not only detached him from their 
intercfts, but even perfuaded him to join 
in, the intended undertaking againft them. 
— ^At the fame time, the Viiier, appre- 
henfive, peihaps, of fome moleftation from 
Nudjiff Khan, who had lately rifen to a 
'conliderable degree of power, and, after 
the retreat of the Mahrattas, managed the 
Emperor^s affairs at Delhi, endeavoured to 
fecure his Intereft by making him privy to 
his defign ; and, it is faid, even went fo 
far as to hold forth fome indiiect promifes 
^f making over to his Majefty a foarc of 
whatever he fhould conquer; in confe- 
quence of which the miuifter entered with 
xeal into his defigns, and agreed to join 
the Vizier with a felefl: body of troops as 
foon as* the campaign fhould commence. 


Every thing being now ripe for aftion, 

Suia- 



HOHILLA AFGANS. 21^ 

* 

Suja-al-Dowlah diredt his gplu^al, Llt^fet 
Alee Khan, to march up tlS Gangerfrom 
Ferrochabad, and to conftru'^ a bridge of 
boats over the river at R^amghaut, by 
which he meant to enter at once into the 
heart of the Rohilla country ; but whiift 
Litafet was collecting materials for this 
purpofe, the Vizier, by the advice of fome 
Englifli officers, abandoned that defigu, 
and determined to enter the Rohilla fron* 
tiers from his own dominions on the other 
lide of the Ganges ; as from thence the ar- 
my would be able to draw the mofl certain 
and regular fupplies, and the operations of 
the Engliffi forces were, by the terms of 
the treaty, confined to the eajlwardoi that 
river. He accordingly returned to Mow,^ 
(where a bridge had been already laid) and 
croffing the river, advanced up the eaftern 
bank, and encamped at Sbawbad, on the 
Rohilla frontiers. From hence he deputed 
a Vakeel to Hafiz Rahmut, with a copy of 
his engagement*, and with orders to make 
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a formal of immediate payment, on 

pain oT'tlie co^,e(^ucnces. 

In the mean time, the fecond bri- 
gade of the Company’s forces took the 
field in the beginning of the year 1 774, 
under the command of Colonel A. Cham- 
pion, and advanced by eafy marches to 
join the Vizier, according to agreement. 


WhenLitafet began to colledt materials 
for conftrufling a bridge at Ramghaut, the 
Rohillas became fenfible of the approaching 
florm ; — their apprehenfions were confirm- 
ed by the fubfequent march of the Englilh 
troops ; and, on the receipt of the aforc- 
faid melTagc from the Vizier, Hafiz Rah- 
inut amufed the Vakeel with hopes of fuc- 
cefs in his deputation ; and, in the mean 
time, applied to the feveral chiefs, defiring 
them either to enable him forthwith to dif- 
chargc 4 :hls demand, or to join him in the 
fiv.ld : — they had already refolved on the 
latter alternative. The Vakeel, after fume 
delay, was fent back to his mafter with an 

► evafive 
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evafive an fiver, aiid pro- 

ceeded from Peeleabete to .^wlah, where 
he fet up his ftandard, andj, font notices 
throughout the country, requiring the Ro- 

hillas to repair thither. Here he was 

foon joined by Fyi:ooIa Khan and others ; 
and as no remedy now appeared except 
open refirtance, Ilafiz attempted to infpirO 
into the feverai leaders a refolution to aft 
with unanimity and firmnefs in fupport of 
the common caufe : but all his efibrts were 
rendered void by that fpirit of jealoufy and 
fadion already mentioned, which contri- 
buted to deftroy them much more efFe£lu- 
ally than the fword of the enemy. 

Hafiz firft applied to Ahmed Khati, 
Khanfacnan, and Ahmed Khan Buxy, for 
money for the purpofe of railing troops 
and making the ncceflary preparations ; as 
thefc chiefs were, by their offices, inv^efted 
with the management of all receipts and 
dilburfements tlut might at any time be 
neceffary for the defence of the general 
flate.— He at, the fame time offered them 

a bond^'- 
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bonds eng?guig either 

to hold himf^f perfonally vefpoufiblc, or 
to give afligilments upon his country for 
fuch lums as they might advance from 
their own finances for the public fervice 
on the prefcnt occafion. Notwithftanding 
thefe affurances, however, they did not 
entertain fuch an opinion of Hafi4 as 
would induce them to place any depen- 
dance upon his promifes, and having pre- 
vloufly enteied into a private league to fup- 
port each other, ablblutcly refufed to ad- 
vance any money, declaring “ they would 
“ oppofe with force whoever fliould offer 
“ to compel them.” The Buxy, how- 
ever, was perfuaded, by fome of the more 
, wife and difereet among his friends, to 
adopt a more libeial mode of conduit, at 
leaft in appearance’, and advanced two lacks 
of rupees for tuncaws, or affignmeiits, 
upon the territory of Budavon, which 
were gi veil Ito him by the Khaiifatnan as a 
ftcurity “ perhaps” (fays the Rohilla 
narrator) “ neither the perfuafions of his 
countrymen, nor Jiis owi^ conviitlon of 

the 
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“ the approaching dangejc^.. would have 
“ fufficed to induce theB\?*xy toth-^ exer- 
“ tlon ; but, from the period of the quar- 
“ rel between the brothers” Ahmed Khan 
and Azeem Khan) “ he had regarded the 
“ diftritSt of Cudfivoii with a greedy eye, 

“ and an affignment, which \vould give 
him a future hold upon it, offered fuch 
** a temptation as he could not refill:.” 
(Here we fee, in the midft of immediate 
apprehenlioii and diftrefs, and at a period of 
impending calamity, an involution of fub- 
tile treachery, wliich is feldom outfiionc in 
the crooked mazes of political refinement 
in ufe among the moft folljhed nations 
but to return — ) Several other chiefs threw 
fmall fums into the grand treafury upon 
the prefent exigency ; but this mode o* 
fupply was not generally adopted, and af- 
ter all, the fum coliefted was very infuffi- 
cient to defray the neceflary charges. In 
faff, fo low were their finances reduced by 
their dominions for the two preceding 
years having been the feat of war, that 
few of the Rohilla chiefs had it in their 

power 
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power to CM^ribute largely : — the only 
perfoin8^^«flSn^hem whofe circnmftances 
enabled them^ do fo were Hafiz Rahmut, 
the Khanfamcx^ (enriched by the plunder 
pf his brother) and Fyzoola Khan, (who 
had long held the diftridts of Ratnpore, 
from which, although not exceeding in 
•value Jfue lacks per annum, he had faved 
confiderably, befides what he acquired by 
fucceeding to the inheritance of the per- 
fonal property of his father)—* and neither 
of thele were willing to put too much to a 
rilk on the prefeiit occafion. — Many other 
leading men, inftead of coming boldly for- 
ward on this threatening emergency, 
feemed either abandoned to inadlive def- 
pondency, or withheld from exertion by 
^fpicious doubts of their fellows, each 
conceiving the other to be ready to betray 
him ; and Suja-al*Dowlah, well aware of 
liheir prefent temper, employed a multi- 
tude of emi^aries among them, who, by 
working upon the hopes of fome, and the 
fears of others, iucreafed their mutual jea- 
loufy and diftruft. Neither the Buxy nor 

the 
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tlie Khanfaman joined the rvohilLi army 
till foine time after its formiatiojit^he Vi- 
xier having entered into a nc'gotiation with 
them, and, partly by threads, partly by 
promifes, prevailed on them (whatever ap- 
pearance prudence might render ncceflary^ 
to remain eflentlally neufer in the enfuing 
difpute ; and they were rhcmfclvcs fullici- 
cntly difpofed, in the prefent fituation of 
things, rather to forfake than to njjijl their 
countrymen ; as they knew that if the 
Afgaiis fliould make an efledtual refiftance 
and repel the invaders, Hafiz would amply 
revenge himfelf upon them for their late 
oppofition to him. Mahboola Khan and 
Fittee Oolah Khan (the fons of Doondy 
Khan) negledled to appear in the field, or 
to affift in any meafures of general co-ope-* 
ration until fcveral days after the enemy 
had entered into the country, as they had 
alfo privately received a meffage from Suja- 
al-Dowlah, who fent them a Kornn, (a fa- 
cred pledge of mutual faith among jClufful- 
mans) with aflurances of his protccluni, 
provided they flrould not join Hafiz Rali- 
Q 4 luut 
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mut on the Wfent occafion ; and to this 
they rejiiwi^oja favourable reply; but, 
with a fraudulent inconfiftency, perfe6tly 
in chara^Ser, ^fhey proceeded to Owlah at 
the head of a confiderable force within four 
days after ! 

Perhaps, indeed, thefe intrigues of Su- 
ja-al-Dowlah (whofe charafter was well 
known) would have availed but little in 
lhaking the fidelity of any of the chiefs, 
had not they been ftrengthcned in their 
operation by the general dread of Hafiz 
Rahmut. 

To inveftigate the caufes of this fenti- 
ment, which on the p refen t occafion was 
attended with fuch fatal efiefts to the inte- 
refi: of the Rohilla confederacy in general, 
and of Hafiz Rahmut in particular, it is 
necefiary to take a fhort retrofpeff tb fome 
incidents which could not have been related 
in their proper place without an unfeafona- 
ble interruption to the narrative. 


On 
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On the death of Futtc KhanKhanfaman, 
Hafiz Rahmut took advantage oF^the quar- 
rel between his heirs to feize on fonae of 
the lands and effects of thi^t officer, and 
even refufed to pay to his fon and fucccflbr 
Ahmed Khan an old debt of two Jacks 
of rupees, which he bad owed to the Khau- 
faman for fome years part — He had, 
moreover, exafVed at another time the fum 
of two lacks of rupees from the new Buxy, 
on pretence of defraying the expences of 
Alice Mahuramed’s youngeft Ion, Ma- 
hummed-Yuc Khan, and applied the money 
fo extorted to his own ufe ; — and, after 
the death of Doondee Khan, he had made 
frequent requifitions of his fons Mahboola 
and Fittee Oolah, under the fame pre- 
tence. — In Ihort, from, the time that the* 
death of his colleagues had thrown the 
principal power into his own hands, Hafiz 
Rahmut had fo often made an intemperate 
ufe of the oftcnfible authority^with winch, 
as ** chief guardian of tlie ftate,” he was 
veiled, (and which he had l^cn able to 
fupport only by fuperioiity of niilitary 
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force and territorial rcfourcesj that, how- 
ever his abilities and bra- 

very, and revered for the apparent fanfliity 
of his manners, he was almofl; univerfally 
dreaded and diflikcd ; and as he was aware 
of this difpofition in his countrymen, the 
intrigues he continually kept on foot, to 
fupport his influence, had conliderably 
widened the breaches before exifting a- 
. mong the members of a naturally turbu- 
lent and diftradled flate; — even Fyzoola 
Khan, from whom alone he could expedt 
effedual fupport, was not without fufpi- 
cions that Hafiz had at this period pro- 
jeded a plan to ralfe up a dangerous rival 
againft him in the perfon of his brother 
Mahummed-Yar, and looked to the time 
<Tvhen his own property might fall a facri- 
fice to the crooked politicks and infatiable 
avarice of his wily guardian. — “ To fum 
up all,” fays the Rohilla narrator, “ a 
“ fufprifiug ^degree of animofity and dif- 
“ cord had long fince arifen in Rohilcund, 
and each perfon was employed in (nay, 
was earuefily bent upon) the eradication 

“ of 
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of his neighbour ; and in jprder to efFeft 
the deftruflion and overthrow ^of his 
own immediate kindred and connec- 
“ tions, was ready to enteij into league 
with foreigners and ftrangers : the event 
** was what might be expcdled, — what 
indeed foon appeared in j the courfe of 
“ the fuccccding occurrences.” — In fuch 
circumftanccs, it is not furprifing that, 
oven at ^/ m's awful moment, when a foreign 
enemy was about to overwhelm them, the 
chiefs were fo dubious of each other that 
no general fyftem of defence was adopted, 
nor any orders executed with the promp- 
titude and alacrity uecelTary in fo critical 
ajiuidture. 

Such was the ruinous fituation of affairs* 
in the Rohilla camp, when the combined 
armies of Suja-al-Dowlah and his Britifh 
allies entered their country on the 12th 
day of April, 1774"^. 

, On 

* As thu writer lus I vn (for very oS- 

viou'i re.ifons) to adhere ckf ly to tlia account giv* n 

by 



''ira III3T0RY OF THE 
^ ( 

On the a^lcd army crofling the river 
GCirra,.(which interfe6:sthe fouthern boun. 
dary of Rohilcund near Shawbad) feveral 
Zimeendars,< and fome governors of dif- 
tritts upon the borders, came in to the Vi- 
zier and threw themfclves upon his mer- 
cy ; and were permitted to remain unmo- 
lefted in their habitations : but, as it was 
judged imprudent to leave any flielter-to 
thofe, who by their behaviour appeared to 
be initnicably inclined, and who, as the 
army advanced, might, by returning to 
their habitations, be the means of inter- 
rupting the free communication with the 
Vizier’s country, and cutting off the fup- 
piies, his tioops burned and deftroyed the 
villages of fuch as bad refufed to fubniit, 
or had abandoned them On his approach. 

Fyzoola 


by tlie KoUIa, in his relation of the fubfequent 
tranfaflions, ne hopes that this motive will be con- 
{ideretlasa fufilcient apology for 'iny inaccuracies that 
may appear in it; he has bltndtii the / nglt/A account 
Mth it, as far as is confident with his adherence to 
tt'o ( thfi. 
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Fyzoola Khan now became ^o fenfible of 
the inability of the Rohilla forces to refill; 
the power which was brought againft 
them, that he repeatedly applied to Hafiz 
Uahmut, intreatifig him, if poffible, to 
come to an accommodation with the 
Vizier, and offering hi tnlelf| to uiukrtake 
the payment ot' his demands, by exerting 
hib intcrcll with the other chief'., and per- 
fuading them to contribute to the di!- 
charge of them but Hafiz, w'ith a wil- 
fill perverfenefs which feetned to urge 
him to his fate, declined accepting of any 
of thofe overtures, and deternuned, at 
all events, to try his fortune in the field. 

On the i^th of April, Hafiz, who af* 
fumed the chiA* command of the RohiUT 
army, marched with his whole force, con- 
fifting of about twenty-four thoufand 
horfc and foot, four thoufand rocket men, 
and fixty pieces of cannon aird amuzettes, 
and the next day took port near tlie vtllag.j 
of Cutterah, on the banks of the 

his 
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hls rear and o«e of his flanks being cover- 
ed by that river. 

Colonel Champion, who was comman- 
der in chief of the Britifh and Vizier’s 
forces, advanced on the 20th to Shahjehan- 
P&re, and on the two fucceeding days made 
fome feints, as if he intended to take a 
circuit and advance into the interior part 
of the country, without coming to ac- 
tion; the apprehenfion of which would 
conftraiu the Rohillas to relinquifh the ad- 
vantages of the judicious pofition they had 
chofen. 

Hafiz Rahmut, who had for two days 
expefled to fee the enemy, and kept his 
Iroops under arms for feveral hours each 
morning to be in readinefs for their re- 
ception, confiderably relaxed his vigilance 
when he found that, inftead of coming 
direftly upoa him, they were employed 
in meafures which indicated an intention 
of turning his rear, and thereby cutting 
off his communication with Owlah and 

Rarellec 
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Bareilee, from whence alone the Rohlilas 
could draw the fuppUes nccefl'iry to their 
fubfilteiice. Alarmed at this idea, he made 
foiiic change in his portion,' with an in- 
tention of retreating to the jiaft of thefo 
towns, Ihouid circumRancci render this 
mcafure ncceflary. 

On the aad, the llrltifli commindor, 
finding that his manoeuvres had produced 
their intended effe*6l, made the iieceflary 
preparation for aflion, and marching the 
next morning at two o’clock, without beat 
of drum, threw his baggage and followers 
into a fmall fort which had been delertcd 
by the enemy, and came within view of 
the Rohilla camp a little after fuu*rilb. 

Nothing could exceed the aftonifl^nient 
of Hafiz Rahmut, when he underRood 
that the whole army of the enemy were 
drawn upin battiearray, withitrcannoti flint 
of hisencampmont, after having beat in the 
out-pofted guards, who were the llrfl: mef- 
i'engers of the alarm. He directly mount- 
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ed his elephant in order to go forth and 
reconnoitre their pofition, whilfl: in the 
mean time the Rohillas were thrown into 
a general coilfufion by the near and unex- 

pedled approach of their adverfaries. 

Hafiz Rahm«^t, when he rode out, had 
neglected to o||der the Nekkdreh (or alarm 
drum) to beat, fo that a coufiderable time 
elapfed before any line was formed, or the 
artillery prepared for adion, and no ge- 
neral plan of operations having been fet- 
tled, nor any orders received, every leader 
a£ted as he thought proper. — ^About four 
thoufand of their infantry, feeing things 
in fuch diforder, retired, panick ftruck, 
from the field ; and when Hafiz returned 
to the camp, he found a great part of the 
Itroops ready to follow their example ; his 
prefence, however, reftored them to fbme 
degree of order, and infpired them with a 
refblution to make one brave effort for the 
preferyationrtjf their independence. 

Hafiz took his poll in the centre of the 
Afgau army, which, was diredlJy oppofed 
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to the Britlfh troops : — Fyzoola and Muf- 
takcem Khan, with feme of the other 
principal chiefs, led on that divifion oi their 
forces oppofite to the corJ)S of Luafet 
and the Vizier’s Icpoys ; ^nd they were 
at this inftant joined by ^^allboola Khan 
and his brother Fittee Oulah, who had 
left Bifleeolee with their followers the pre- 
ceding day. 

The adlon confifted principally of a 
cannonade, which was fupported above 
two hours with great fpirlt on both fdes, 
at firft at the diftance of a thoufand yards, 
which, as the armies gradually advanced 
towards each other, was afterwards reduced 
to five hundred : the powder of the Ro- 
hillas being of a very bad quality, moic 
of their fliot fell fliort ; and their rockets, 
although thrown in prodigious quantities, 
did but little execution ; whilft a conti- 
nual Ihower of balls fell upou theif centre 
from the Englilh artillery, and made 
dreadful havock in their unwieldy co- 
lumns.— Many attempts were made by 
R Muftakeem 
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Muftateera Khan and ethers to lead the 
cavalry to the charge, and to force the 
enemy’s flanks, but without effect. — At 
length, HafiJ, feeing the fpirit of the 
foldiers begin (to droop under the fuperior 
fire of the Elfgllfh, defcended from the 
elephant whicl^ he had hitherto rode, and 
mounted an ordinary horfe, to convince 
his followers that he had no intention of 
efcaping, but was determined to conquer 
or die. — Very foon after this, he, on whom 
every thing depended, fell, — The center 
feeing the fate of their general, imme- 
diately began to give way; and in a few 
minutes the whole broke, and fled with 
precipitation, leaving their camp (which 
was Hill Handing) with all their baggage 
and artillery to the vigors. 

Immediately on the Rohillas giving way, 
feme bodies of the Vizier’s cavalry were 
detached in jJurfuit ; and the flying troops, 
in order to fave themfelves'from total de- 
|lru6tion, all feparated, and went off tn 

different 
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difterent places, fo that iix a few hours the 
Rohilla army no longer exifted. 

The lofs fuflained by the^izier and his 
Allies in this decifivc aftion was incon- 
iiderable ; but that of the ifgans was not 
Icfs than two thoufand kl led and woun- 
ded ; and their whole fyftem fufFered an 
irreparable blow in the death of tlieir gal- 
lant leader. 

Thus fell Hafiz Riihraut, who (not. 
wlthftanding his low original) whether we 
confider him as a foldier or a ftatefman, 
was certainly entitled to forae degree of 
refpeiS. — ^As the dire&or of a faflious and 
diftrafted government, he by the fup%r 
riority of his talents and addrefs kept to- 
gether its Icveral parts much longer, cer- 
tainly, than could have been expefted, 
confidering the nature of the people with 
whom he had to deal, and the urifortu- 
nate events under which they laboured,— 
His perfoiial bravery and fxrmnefs in the 
hour of danger would have enabled the 
2 Robilla'? 
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Rohillas to fupport themfelves with fuc- 
cefs againft all their foreign enemies, and 
to have protected their dominion from the 
many calamiVies in which it had been in- 
volved fqr Ifbme years paft, had he been 
properly fupfj'irted by his colleagues ; and 
it was this fpiyit that determined him, on 
the failure of every other refource, to 
prefer an honourable death to an inglorious 
fubmiffion, — But, however praifevvorthy 
his conduct In thefe fituations may appear, 
the circumftances of his rife to power, as 
well as the ufe he often made of that 

power when acquired, muft detraft 

greatly from his merit ! — and it remains 
to be regretted that fuch happy endow- 
ments fliould have been blended with the 
jnoft mifchievous of all vites, and that a 
grafplng and unprincipled ambition Ihould 
have induced him to betray the truft of 
his friend, and ufnrp the inheritance of 
his wards, tn a manner which tarniflies 
all his great qualities and throws a per- 
petual flur on his memory; nor was the 
fate he met with Jefs (^eferved than it has 

beSSr 
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been, by numbers, pitied and lamented ^ J 
but, to return. — 

Fyzoola Khan and his briber Mahum- 
med-Yar, who had both' cicerted them- 


It is liere tioccfliiry to rein:{lk that, (.iniottg a 
jnultitiulc of fimilar errors) this j»urfoii has been con- 
founded with Ilafiz, tlic famous poet of Shircu, who 
flourifhed above four hundred years ago, — It is much 
to be lamented that the warmth and eagemefs of po- 
litical refentmerits, (however laudable their motives) 
iliouldfomctimesftimulatetliemoftcminentcharadler', 
by haflily adopting all circumftances which can tend t .» 
aggravate imputed guilt, and putting them together 
without .1 fulHcient inquiry into the foundation of 
them, to fully the pure and fiinple beauty of Truths 
which needs not the turgid intlation of unfounded 
rhapfody to fupport it : — “ Hafiz Rahmut, the molj^ 
“ eminent of their chiefs , — m famva thtcu^haut th- 
eajl far the elegance cf his iitfuiture a>id the f git it f 
“ his poetical compsjliiotts {by which f. ifippsrttd the nmn' 
** cf Hafiz) as for his courage, was invaded itc. 

&c. Ilafi/. was neither a pH nor a man of I' tP'u. 

—His original name vtze^ Rahntit Khan : — ■’I'ln* tiths 
of Hafia (angiice,' the prHiJl.r) he aftfrwards al- 
fninsJ, as being esprellive of lus rank and office, 
rjiliiiniiiiuy Rrsifti-T, No. LXXVI. ptgeaoj. 

R 3 j 
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felves with much gallantry In the fore- 
going aftion, when they heard that Hafiz 
was killed, ufed every effort to keep their 
troops together. ■— Fyzoola had attempted 
to make a charge upon Litilfet’s corps ; in 
this, howevera he failed ; and the Afgans 
faw the Britim line advancing upon them 
in fuch excellent order that, dreading the 
effeds of their mufquetry, neither the np- 
braidings nor intreaties of their leadeis 
could Induce them to ftaud ; and they rode 
off the field a't full gallop, hurrying them 
along with them. — ^Fyzoola Khan, feeing 
the army totally difpeifed, fled in defpair 
to Rampore ; and taking from thence his 
family and valuable effefts, retired, by the 
route of Patterghurr, to the ftrong pafs in 
the CnmmSw hills above Lolld&ng, which 
had twice before ferved as a place of re- 
fuge to his countrymen ; and here he was 
daily joined by numbers who prefcri'ed the 
defpergffe chance of this laft refource to 
lubmiffion to the enemy on any terms. 


Nothing could exceed t4.e terror and 

'' conf^^iQ^> 
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confufion of the Afgans throughout Ro- 
hilcuiid, on learniug the difaftrous Ifiue 
of a battle which at once annihilated thcic 
power and decided the fatej^ of their do- 
minion ; and the news was q'lickly fpread 
abroad with all the exagger itions which 
commonly accompany the r. latiou of any 
general and unexpecled calamity.'*— Neither 
were their fears confined to the progrefs of 
the viftorious army. Wherever the defeat 
of the Rohillas became known, the Hin- 
doo Zimeendars (each of w'hom is poflef- 
fed of a ftrong hold attaching to the chief 
village of his diftrift) flmt their forts, and 
refufiiig their late mafters fuccour or pro- 
teftion, plundered, without diftliiction, 
all whom they found flying towards the^ 
hills ; fo that numbers of the Afgans, 
who would otherwife have joined their 
countrymen at Lolld&ng, returned to thcic 
homes, and there quietly waited the event. 
— Many more, indeed, w'cre*encotii.igccl 
to this by the generous and temperate con- 
duQ: of the Britilh troops, whole charac- 
teriftick virtues were not more dilphiyed 
' R 4 by 
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by .their gallantry in the late engagement, 

than by their humanity after it. In 

the clofe of the adtion, whilft yet flulhed 
with recent \j^£tory, they advanced by di- 
vilions, and|marched through the Ro- 
hilla camp w\th all the difciplined cool- 
nefs and regularity of a review; not a 
man offering to leave his poft, or to feize 
on any part of the Ipoil which was fcatter- 
ed over the plain around them : and on 
the fame evening all the wounded Ro- 
hillas who appeared to be in a curable 
■Rate were taken into the Englifh hofpital, 
and attended with the fame care as their 
o^yn people ; and thefe circumftances un- 
doubtedly contributed not only to the re- 
jjutation of the conquerors, but to the fa- 
cility of their fubfequent fuccefs. 

On the final flight of the Afgans, Ma- 
hmnmed-Yiir Khan, attended by theBuxy 
and tilt Khanfaman, went off to Owlah, 
where they arrived the fame afternoon, 
and fpciit the night in all the confufion of 
diftcaded councils and unavailing lamenta- 

tiou-;. 
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tlons. In the morning, the two minifters 
having collc6ted together their families and 
treafures, proceeded to the hills by the 
way of Biffoolee and Mofadabad, and 
joined Fyzoola Khan, (who,' on the death 
of Hafiz afl'umed the chief command) a^ 
Lolldbng. hlahummcd-Ynr Khan acconc- 
panied the minifters to Biflbolee, and from 
thence went with a few attendants throngh 
Sumbiill to Fyrozabad, where he found 
Mahmntned Alice Kiian, a perfoii of in- 
fluence and experience, and an old retainer 
of his father’s. To him he declared hij 
intentions of proceeding to Lolldong to 
join his brother, but was difliiadtd from 
this defign by the arguments of Mahum- 
med Alice, who allured him “ that hu 
“ could not polfibly pal's through the 
“ country in fafety, as the Zimeendars 
“ were all up in arms : — that, as the fa- 
mily of Doondee Khan iVill rem..ined 
“ at Biflbolee, and thofe of Hahy, Kilunur 
** with all their eflects, at I^celcaKtc, he, 
“ who poflefled notbhig^ might lurely re- 
“ tire to his pwa habitation without ap- 
’ “ pmlitnliou 
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“ prehenfion of danger, and thereby avoid 
“ expofing his family to almoft inevitable 
“ deftrudtion from the intenfe heats of the 
“ prefent fe^oii ; and the late condudt of 

the Englil’^i evinced that he had more to 
“ hope from ^their kindnefs than to fear 
** from their refcntmeut.” In confor- 

mity to this advice, Mahummed-Y^r Khan 
retired to his own place of refidence at 
Owlah. 

Mahboola Khan, and his brother Fittee 
Oolah, depending much upon the affur* 
ances which they had received from the 
Vizier jorevious to the battle of Cutterah, 
(although they had forfeited all title to 
jdiis dependance by joining their friends in 
the engagement) retired to Billbolee, their 
own city, and there remained. 

The Begum widow of Sydoola Khan, 
(who feftded at Owlah) on learning the 
death of Hafiz Rahmut, and the defeat of 
the Rohiila forces, immediately difpatched 
a mefienger to Snja-al-Dowlph, “ requeft- 

inc 
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** ing to know his pleafurc witli refped tc 
“ lier, whether he meant that fhe IhoulJ 
furrender up her cffccls, or rely upon 

“ his geiierofity”. In r^ly to this the 

Vizier immediately ordered two of his 
confidential fervants to wait upon the Be- 
gum — “ to afl'urc her of liis (iuourublc in« 
“ tentiqas towards her, and to rccpie/lher 
not for a moment to admit any dovibt or 
“ appreheulion into her mind, nor by ill- 
“ grounded fears to difleminate confulion 
“ and terror in the city of Owlah : — that 
“ her annual allowance, which, under the 
“ Rohilla chiefs, had never exceeded fifty 
“ thoufaud rupees per annum, fhoiild be 
“ increafed to fomething more proportion- 
“ able to her rank and lituation ; and that 

^ m 

“ (lie might hope for every thing fioni his 
“ future kindnefsf* Confiding in thefe de- 
clarations, the Begum remained at Owlah, 
and thereby preferved the tranquillity of 
the city, where there was ho mTire ap- 
pearance of difturbance or diforder thuu if 
nothing extraordinary had happened. 



^^0 HlVsTOHY OF THE 

The family of Hafiz Rahmut, with a 
torpid apathy which is not eafy to be ac- 
covinted for, took no meafures either for 
fiight or defer^e, but continued quietly in 
the fort of Feeleabcte, apparently little 
moved by the late (to them) dreadful ca- 
taftrophe. Zoo-al-Fukkdr Khan, Hafiz’s 
eldeft fon, who had fled to Barellee imme- 
diately after the battle, when he heard of 
Mahummed-Yar Khan being at Owlah, 
went and joined him at that place. 

Such were the immediate elFefts of the 
battle of Cuttcrah among the Rohillas : let 
us now return to the Vizier and his allies. 

A bod} of Suja-al-Dowlah’s horfe took 
policflion of the city of Barellee the night 
after the aftion. The victors enamped on 
the 2^d, and the fucceediug day near the 
field of -battle, and, on th.e 35th, leaving 
Barellee- on *heir left, marched towards 

PeeleabSte, The family'of Hafiz Rah- 

niut, on hearing of the Vizier’s approach, 
were rather pleafed than alarmed at the in- 
telligence. 
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telligence, as their greateft dread arofe 
from the apptehenfioii of fome of the Ro- 
hillas taking this opportunity to retaliate 
upon them 'the former exa'ftions of their 
deceafed chief ; againfl: which they hoped, 
under the flieltcr of the Englifli or 
the Vizier, to find a permanent protec- 
tion.— In fhort,” (fays the narra- 
tor) misfortune and infatuation was 
“ their lot, in that they did not think 
“ of taking refuge in the intrenchmentsat 
the foot of the hills, which were at fo 
“ inconfiderable a diftance, and where, 
under the guardian fhip of Fyzoola 
** Khan, their honour and their property 
“ would have remained fecure and uti’ 
“ touched, and they would have 
“ enced every kind of attention and re- 
“ gard from that benignity for which he 
is fojuRly famed.” The event, indeed, 
foon evinced the folly of their inadlivlty.— 
The garrifon had already aliandcnied the 
place ; fo thatl upon the allied troops ap- 
pearing before it, it was fui rendered with- 
out any refiflance; and the family of Hafiz 

R-ahmut 
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Rahmut, ro- ether with fiich treafure, 
jewels, &c. as remained from the wreck of 
his fortune, fell into the hands of the Vi- 
zier without ^ipuktion or condition ; and 
the next day all the women and childien of 
the Haran:i were put into pelanquins and 
other covered carriages, and fent off under 
a flrong guard to Owlah, whither the Vi- 
zier accompanied them. 

Two days after the furrcndcr of Peelea- 
bete, the Englifli troops fell back to Barel- 
lee, where they remained for fome time, 
the commander in chief meaning to canton 
there during the enfuing rainy feafon; 
however, at the reqiieft of the Vizier, they 
feniQved from hence, and marched to Bif- 
foolee. At this place they found NudjifF 
Khan, who, in purfuance of his promife, 
had brought along with him a body of fix 
thoufand men to aflift in the redudion of 
the Rohillas, but arrived too late to have 
any (hare in the foregoing fervice. 

The two brothers, Mahbcjpla Khan and 

" Fitte 



Fittce Oolah, when they beheld the fate* 
of Hafiz Rahmut’s family, began to enter- 
tain fome doubts of the Vizier’s intentions 
with refpeft to themfelves, •elpccially as 
they were confcious that by their breach 
of a»prlvate agreement pre\iou{ly under- 
ftood, (in joining Hafiz Ralimut in the 
battle, notwltURandlug their acceptance 
of the overtures from the Viziei) they 
mull in fome meafure be conlidcied 
as having fotfeited that protcdltion to 
which they might otherwife have laid 

claim : they therefore now refolved to 

divide the hazard, by one of the brothers 
proceeding to pay his refpefls to the Na- 
bob, whilft the other ftiould remain atBif- 
foolee (where their families and trea fures 
were depolited) and a£t as clrcumftances 
might direct. — Accordingly, Fittee Oolah 
Khan proceeded to the Vizier’s camp at 
Barellee, and there, before he would ven- 
ture to appear, folicited the fiicdiation of 
Salar Jung (th^ Vizier’s uncle) in Iris fa- 
vour, — Some of his friends endeavoured to 
diffuade the Rohilla from taking this ftep, 
'jind advifed him'rather to apply to the Bii- 
' ' , tiih 
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tifli commander “ as it was well knowk.. 

“ that ■ when the Englifh word was 
“ pledged it could be relied on ; whereas, 
no faith i^ould be placed either in the 
Vizier himfelf or in any of his officers.” 
Fittee Oolah, however, rejefted *this 
falutary council ; and procuiing an intro- 
duftlon to the Vizier the next day, imme- 
diately after being difmiflTed from audience 
he was ordered into confinement. — In the 
interim, Mahboola Khan waited at Bif- 
foolee, under much anxiety to hear of his ' 
brother’s fuccefs, and would have availed 
himfelf of the intelligence he received con- 
cerning his reception, by removing with 
the mofl: valuable part of his treafure to 
join his countrymen at Lolld&ug ; but his 
“Intention was at once fruftrated by the un» 
expefled appearance of NudjiffKhan, who 
arrived at Biflbolee the fame evening, and 
either gueffing the Rohilla’s defign, or 
being Jfurnhhed with previous inftruftions, 
placed guards around his houfe, fo that all 
hope of efcape was extinguiffied ; and thus 
both the brothers experienced the natural 

eflTedts' 
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efFedts of their indecifive and trimming 

policy. Had they boldly rejected the 

Vizier’s infidious offers in the firff in- 
ffance, and openly and gaUantly (hared 
the fortunes of their countrymen irx 
their lad; retreat, their honour would dill 
have remained untouched, and theirperfous 
free ; but, by acceding to the Vizier’s of- 
fers, and afterwards appearing againft him 
in battle, they entailed upon themfelves 
univerfal odium, and at the (ame time in- 
curred his implacable refentment. 

The day before the arrival of the allied 
army at Blffoolee, Mahummcd-Ydr Khan 
came in, and being prefented to the Vizier 
by his fcrvaiits Mirza Ramz&nee and Mir- 
za Agd, was very favourably received^t^w? 
did he ever afterwards fuffer any molefta- 
tiou either in his perfon or family. Num- 
bers of the other Rohillas, who had not ac- 
companied their countrymen ijtr their flight, 
on hearing this, came in, and found a limi- 
lar reception. 


S 


‘P’rom 



25 2 HIS\TORY OR THE 

From Owlah the Vizier wrote circular 
letters to all the remaining Afgans of any 
note throughout the country, defiring 
'them to continue quietly in their dwel- 
lings, and giving them the inoft folemn 
affuranccs of protection. Thefe delarations 
Were in general attended with their full ef- 
feCl ; in a few weeks all the country fouth 
of Rampore was put entirely into the pof- 
feflion of the Vizier, and every thing was 
foon reduced toperfeCk tranquillity. 

Shortly after his arrival at Biffoolee, the 
Vizier fent off the fons of Doondee Khan, 
their wives and children, together with 
the family and immediate retainers of Ha- 
fiz Rahraut, and numbers of the Afgan 
tnnahltants of Barellee, Owlah, Biflbolee, 
and other places, to Allehabad, under the 
conduct of his brother-in-law, the Na- 
bob Salar Jung 

On 


* Much has been faid of the exujjive cruelties prac- 
tlTed by Suja-al-Dowlah on liis Rohtlla prifoners, and 

r in 
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On the commencement of the rainy fea. 
fon, Suja-al-Dowlah and his allies built 
temporary quarters of cantonment in the 
neighbourhood of Biffoolee, where a Hin- 
doo named Beafs R&ye (who had been the 
Dew^n of Hafiz Rahmut) infinuated 

himfelf into the Vizier’s favour, by giving 
him information refpefting the fecret de- 
pofits of treafure, &c. among the Rohil- 
las, and being himfelf forward in commit- 
ting afts of oppreflion upon them.— -To 
this man Suja-al-Dowlah rented the con- 
quered country, at the rate of two hrores 
of rupees per annum ; but he was foon after 
difplaced on account of his malverfations ; 
the whole body of the people making loud 


in particular, on the family of Hafiz Rahmut ; the 
above, however, is a// that is mentioned by the Rohilla 
narrator upon this fubjeft; and, notwithfianding 
every poffible inquiry, the writer has never been able 
to difcover a fingle document from whTch he fliight af- 
certaio any one particular of this alledged ill ufage, 
unlefs the inconveniences necelTarily attendant upon 
eo^fintmtnt and rmtval are to be termd'd fuch. 

S 2 complaints 
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complaints o£ the fufFerings to which they 
were fubjeded under his adminiftration. 

Fyzoola Khan, on flying to the hills, 
perceiving the ruinous ftate of the Afgan 
caufe, refolved to attempt every expedient 
to fcreen himfelf from that deftrudlion in 
which the fortunes of fo many of his 
countrymen were already involved ; and 
hoped to obtain, by negotiation, a happier 
and more honourable fettlemcnt than the 
prefent fituatlon of affairs afforded him any 
' profped of procuring by other means. 
Many circumftances, indeed, were in his 
favour.— As the eideft remaining fon of Al- 
ice Mahummed, he was the oftenfible heir 
to his pofleffions, however furreptitioufly 
'theie pofleffions were obtained : the injuf- 
tice done him by his guardians, his inno- 
cence with refpeft to the origin of the war, 
and his amiable charader and manners 
(ludeprPiidanft of other circumflances) all 
contributed to plead ffrongly in his behalf. 
—He therefore wrote to the commander in 

■ rhief 
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chiefof iheBritifliforcesatBifloolee, propo* 
fing, through the mediation of the EngUfh^ 
to come to terms with the Vizier ; and, on 
the 19th of May he deputed an Afgan 
named Abdureen Khan, to negotiate with 
Colonel Champion. — ^The Vakeel had in- 
firuftions to propofe three feveral modes of 
adjuftment. The moft feazible of thefe was, 
“ that his mafter fhould hold the whole of 
“ Kuttdher in fealty of the Vizier, paying 
** him an annual tribute of forty lacks of 
“ rupees, — the Britifh government to re* 
** ceive from him a donation of thirty lacks 
“ (on the part of the Company) as a re- 
“ compence for their good offices in influ- 
“ enclng the Vizier to accede to thefe 
terms.” — The commander in chief wrote 
to the Council at Calcutta, ftrongfyTe- 
commending the propriety of their procu- 
ring this or feme limilar compromife in be- 
half of the Rohilla chief; the Council, 
however, declined any interfefence hetween 
the principals ih the war, under an appre- 
henfion (probably not ill-founded) that the 
Vizier might be led to explain fuch an in- 
^ S 3 terpofitioii 



terpofition into a breach of their treaty with 
him, which would afford him a pretext for 
not fulfilling his part of it; and they 
moreover objeded to the propofed meafure 
on grounds of political expediency 

* This 


* The fubftance of the arguments ufed as reafons 
for the Britifh government declining to interfere be- 
tween the Vizier and Fyzoola Khan on this occafion 
IS contained in the following extrad of a letter written 
by Mr. Haftings, in anfwer to the reprefentations of 
the commander in chief concerning it, 

“ WE engaged to alEft the Vizier in reducing the 
Rohilla country under his dominion, that the boun- 
“ dtiry of his polTeffions might be completed by the 
Ganges forming a barrier to cover them from the 
l^jjjtacks and infults to which they wereexpofed, by 
“ his enemies either pollefling, or having accefs td, 
“ the Rohilla country : this our alliance with him, 
“ and the necefBty of maintaining this alliance fo long 
** as he and his fucceflbrs fliall deferveour proteflion, 
** rendered advantageous to the Company’s intereft; 
** becaulS the fecurity of hispofleffions from invafions 
<* in that quarter is, in effeft, th5 fecurity of our’s ; 

but if the Rohilla country is delivered to Fyzoola 
•' Khan, the advantages propofed from this meafure 

r « will 



This negotiation neceflhrily occupied 
fome time. Fyzoola Khan, however, did 
not In the interim uegle6t any mcafures 
which might be requifiite to enable him to 
make a vigorous defence In the laft rcfbrt. 
On his arrival at Lolldong, he had iH'ucd 
proclamations, inviting all the Afgans to 
join his flandard there. — During the in- 
terval of fufpenlion of hoftilities, every 
means had been ufed by intrcnchinents and 
barricadoes to render the poft at this place 
as tenable as poffible ; and multitudes of 
Rohillas, who would never otherwife have 


“ will be totally defeated. The fame objeflions from 
« the Vixier will take place again ft him as againft Ha- 
“ fiz Rahmut : — he will be adiuated by the fa meprin- 
“ ciples of felf-defence, and the fame impreflions of 
fear, to feek the protedlion of other powers againft 
“ the Vizier, and of conrfe, will create the fame jea- 
♦* loufies and fufpicions in the mh\d of the Vizier, 
“ with the additional and ftrong incentive of mutual 
“ animofity, and of an enormous ^bt, which, pro- 
“ bably, Fyzoola "Khan will find no means to get 
clear of, but by engaging in hoftilities againft the 
“ Vizier." 

S4 


thought 
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thought of moving, were driven, by the 
exafitions of the renter and his agents, to 
fcek an afylum here ; infomuch that, be- 
fore the rains were yet fully fet in, fuch 
intelligence was received of the lituatiou 
and dally augmenting ftrength of the Af- 
gans, as made it neceffary, notwithftand- 
ing the feverity of the feafon, to proceed 
againft them without lofs of time. There 
were, moreover, other cogent rcafpns for 
pufliing the operations to a final conclu- 
fion ajt this period,— It was reported that 
the Vizier had entered into an agree- 
ment with the Emperor Shah Aulum, be- 
fore the commencement of the Rohilla 
war, engaging to make oyer to his Majefty 
a moi ety of whatever territory he fliould 
acquire either in the DoS or in Rohil- 
cund ; in confideration of which agree- 
ment he had received, as P7zier of the 'Em-- 
fm, a royal firman^ “ authorizing him to re- 
** duce the Aigan rebels in Rohilcund to obe- 
** dlence and he was novf honoured with 
aletter from the Emperor, ** congratulating 
** him in the warmefi: terms on his late fuc- 

' *• cefs, 
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** cefs, and hinting at expeBed fulfilment 
** af his engagements^' Thefe expeftations 
on the part of the Emperor, whatever their 
foundation might be, would have given 
the Vizier little concern; but advices 
were at this time received that the Mahrat- 
tas had fettled their political difputes (all 
their internal commotions having fubfided 
in confequence of the expullion of Rago- 
net Row) and were again ready to carry 
their arms to the northward. This left 
fufficient room to forefee that the Em- 
peror might renew his connexions with 
them ; and as Suja*al-Dowlah, whether 
the alledged corapaX had ever been really 
executed or not, was now determined 
againft acceding to his demands, it was to 
be apprehended that he would make flSTof 
the Mahrattas to enforce them ; and the 
Vizier was aware that if he delayed pro- 
ceeding againft the remaining part of the 
Rohilia forces until the dry weather, as 
the Ganges, on the falling of the waters, 
became fordable in many parts below the 
poft then occupied by the Afgaiis, he muft, 

by 
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by advancing, have left thefe paflages con- 
fiderably in his rear, which would have 
given his enemies opportunities to make in- 
curfions, and lay wafte his dominions du- 
ring his abfence on fo remote a fervice»— 
Thefe conhderations made the Vizier ex- 
ceedingly anxious to bring the fubjugation 
of Hohilcuud to a fpeedy and decifive iffue, 
— “Accordingly, at his Repeated folicitatioii 
and intreaty, the army again took the field, 
evacuating their cantonments at Biflboleeou 
the 30th day of July, about the middle of 
the rainy feafou, 

There were, on the route to Lolldong, 
many polls, the defence of which by the 
Eohillas, might have greatly retarded the 
jjffCgTsfs of the allied troops- at fuch a fea- 
fon ; but they were fo much difpirited by 
the total defeat they had fuftained in the 
held, and fuch dillradlions prevailed in 
their councilsrafter that event, that none of 
them had attempted to occupy any of thefe 
favourable fituations, but, abandoning the 
plain country altogether, had retired to 

r ^ their 
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their intrenchmeuts in the hills; the army, 

therefore, proceeded entirely unmolefted, and 
took poffeflion of the town of NiJeebabS-d, 
and the fort of Pattergurr, (fituated about 
twenty miles from Lolldhng) without re- 
finance. — ^The army encamped for fome 
days in the neighbourhood of this place ; 
and a negotiation was here opened between 
the Vizier and FyzoolaKhan, but without 
any efFefl ; the Rohilla chief demanding 
fuch terms of capitulation as were regarded 
by the Vizier to be very extravagant and 
inadmiffible, confidering the ftate to which 
he was reduced. — On the 28th of Auguft 
the allied army made a forward movement 
to Mohunpdre, a village near Byceghaut 
on the Ganges, which brought them witii- 
in lefs than fifteen miles from the eaerST*? 
and from hence was formed a chain of 
polls, fo diftributed as totally to intercept 
any fupplies of provifions from being car- 
ried into the Rohilla iutreno^iments. This 
meafure decided the fate which had been 
fo long impending, and %Yas now about to 
overthrow the lall remains of the Rohilla 

power. 
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power. The fupplies which the Afgans 
drew from the hills in their rear were far 
from being fufficient for their fupport, as 
their number amounted to upwards of 
forty thoufand ; and to add to their diftrefs, 
a peftilential diforder (owing to the want 
of room and the unhealthinefs of the'ir 
iituatiou) broke out among them, and 
carried off many every day. But, not- 
withffanding the dlftrefs in which they 
were involved, Fyzoola Khan ftill conti- 
.nued to hold out with determined firmnefs 
andrefolution (fuch as could have been lit- 
tle expeded from the general tenor of his 
charader) hoping, by his perfeverance, fo 
far to delay the iffue of the war, that fome 
favourable circumffances might fall out in, 
fflStetcrim, which would conftrain the Vi- 
zier tocome to an accommodation upon term s 
more honourable than thofe of abfolute and 
unconditional fubmiffion. Near a month was 
fpent in,treatrag on a variety of propofitions 
advanced by the Rohilla Vakeels as the ba- 
lls of a treaty of adjuftment. The general 
fcope of thefe was, that Fyzoola Khan 

IhnnlH 
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ihould pfiy the Vizier a large fum in hand, 
and rent of him either the w/w/e or a ^art 
of Rohilcund, at a proportionable rate, 
taking upon himfelf the dilburfement of 
all expences. The Vizier, however, con- 
ceived that thefe offers were by no means 
adequate to the magnitude of the object j 
and, moreover, many reafons of found po- 
licy occurred to prevent his fufferlng the 
Afgans to re-eftablifh themfelves with any 
confiderable degree of Ibrength in that 
country, a circuraftance which would, in 
faff, have been utterly fubverfwe of one of 
the leading principles upon which the war 
had been undertaken. — ^Yet, as he was ex- 
tremely defirous to come to a fpeedy con- 
clufion, he propofed to grant to Fyzoola 
Khan a jaghccr of fifteen lacks ayeanierthe 
Poab, on condition of his delivering up one 
half of his treafure and efFefts, — ^Tbis offer 
was certainly very equitable, and would 
have fecured the Rohilla frhief in much 
more tha'n he,had ever before pofleffed 
he was advlfed, however, by the Buxy and 
theKhanfaman, to rejeft this advantageous 

propofal. 
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propofal ; upon which ic was judged neceil 
fary to take fuch raeafures as would reduce 
him to a more fpeedy determination ; and 
accordingly, the main body of the Vizier’s 
and Englifli troops advanced from Mohun- 
p&re, and penetrating through the woods, 
took poft at the foot of the Cumm&w hills, 
within two miles of the Afgan intrench- 
ments, throwing up fome redoubts and 
other works, (in fight of the advanced poft 
of the Rohillas) fuch as indicated an inten- 
tion of aflaulting them in their lines. Still, 
however, the Rohillas continued to hold 
out with an obftinacy that feemed to increafe 
in proportion to the mifery which over- 
whelmed them. — ^The Buxy and Khanfa- 
man, and fome other chiefs, who were par- 
tiwte«ly apprchenfive of haying offended 
the Vizier by the duplicity of their con- 
duit, were refolved, at all hazards, not to 
yield, except on fuch terms as might fe- 
cure thepi aga^nft the effeds of his refent- 
ment ; whilft he, on the other hand, irri- 
tated at what he interpreted into a contu- 
macious rejection of his proffered grace, 

now 
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now determined to compel them to furrea* 
der themfelves and their efFefts to his foie 
uncontrollable difpofal. 

But, whatever obftrudions the appre* 
henfions or animofities of the belligerent 
parties might throw in the way of an ami- 
cable adjuftment, things were now coming 
to a crifis — ^The Rohillas were reduced to 
the utmoft diftrefs ; fo that they could not 
poffibly hold out many days longer; and 
muft either have run the defperate chance 
of throwing themfelves upon the Vizier’s 
mercy, or endeavoured to make their efcape 
over the hills by the pafles and defiles 
which lead into the tenitoiies of Sirna^ 
gt(r and Kummdoon. The Vizier was not 
without apprehenlions of their n Mlii ff g 
fuch an attempt, which, however deftruc- 
tive it might be to them, would at any rate 
deprive him of his expefted fpoil ; and, in 
order to prevent it, he entertained fome 
idea 'of ftbrmiug their intrenchments, a 
meafure, which in the prefcnt weak ftate 
of the Afgans, mufl have been attended 

with 
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with immediate fuccefs. Happily, the 
prudence of Fyzoola Khan, and the reli- 
ance he placed upon the mediating protec- 
tion of the Englifh, led him, at length, to 
preclude the neceffity of fuch a fanguinary 
ilep. No more than four days provifiouS 
now remained in his camp ; even the 
horfes and camels had been all confumed ; 
—the nature of the country in his rear, in- 
terfered by deep ravines, and covered with 
impenetrable forefts, rendered 3 retreat 
impraricable, or, at leaft, likely to be at- 
tended with circumftances more fatally de- 
ftruftive than even the fword of the ene- 
my ; and he conceived that he had ftlll a 
refource in the friendly interpofition of the 
Britilh commander in chief. — ^He therefore 
ftSira raeffage to Colonel Champion, tcfti- 
fying his defire to come to him, in order 
that he might perfbnally, through his 
means, effed: an honourable accommoda- 
tion with th^ Vizier. — Upon the receipt O'f 
this meffage, two Englifli oflScefs were de- 
puted to condufl: the Rohilla chief into the 
Britilhcamp, whither he accompanied them 


on 
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on the fecond day of Oftober ; and, on the 
feventhof the fame month, the treaties of 
peace were agreed upon and finally con- 
cluded 

By this agreement, Fyzoola Khan had 
guarranteed to him the poffeffion of the 
diftrids of Rampore and its dependencies, 
yielding an annual revenue of more than 
fourteen lacks of rupees. — In this was in- 
cluded the trad of territory which had 
formerly been allotted to him, in confor- 
mity to the will of his father Alice Ma- 
hummcd, In the firfl: general partition 
made by the guardians. Such of the Af- 
gans, found in arms, as were not immedi- 
ately.attached to Fyzoola Khan, (amount- 
ing to about twenty thoufand) together 
with a very few of their mod obnoxious 
leaders, were, by particular ftipulation, 
ordered to the weftward of the Ganges ; 
and t fi^ r^ing out of their lines, Crofifed 
that river under the condud of Ahmed 


* No, III. and IV. 
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]K.han Buxy, and other chiefs. Thefewere 
the only inhabitants of Rohilcund who 
were expelled from the country in confe* 
quence of the war : — the other Rohillas 
|vere permitted forthwith to quit their 
lines and to retire unmolefted to their re- 
fpeftive places of abode. Although no 
flipulatlon was ej^preiled in the treaty fur 
the delivery of any part of the Rohilla 
property, yet, in conlequence of a verbal 
agreement, and in confideration of the fa- 
vourable terms which were granted him, 
Fyypola Khan paid to the Vizier oile half 
of the treafure in his hands at the period 
of his furrender, amounting to about lif- 
teen lacks of rupees *. 

Fyzoola 


■* The number of Rohillas baniflied to the weftward 

1 . ^ t d. 

of the Ganges by the treaty of Lolldong, amounted 
(according to the moll authentick accounts) to feven- 
teen or eighteen thoufand men, (with- thes-fhmilies) 
none being included in the fpirit of the tieaty, except- 
ing Juch as were aHually found inarms. The Hindoo in- 
habitants, confining of about feven hundred iheujand, 
Tvere no otherwife aflefled by^jtfthan experiencing e 

chanoei 
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F^/zook Khan, at his kft interview with 
the Vizier, requefted permiffion to carry his 
brother Mahummed-Y&r Khan with him 
to Rampore, which was immediately 
granted ; the Vizier at the fame time pro' 
mifing, as foon as the new arrangements in 
Kutt^her fliould be properly adjufted, to 
fettle on him a Jeyedad for his future fup- 
port. This bufinefs being finiflied, the 
Rohilla chief retired within a few days after 
to Rampore (the capital of the diRrifts fcs* 

thange of maften, to which, in the courfeof the preced- 
ing revolutions, they had been frequently accuftomed. 

Having now brought the celebrated Rohilla war to 
a clofe, it may not be unamuHng to oiFer to the peru- 
fal of the reader a fuminary of it, as delivered in amthtr 
place.—'** The whole nation, with inconfideraufe ex- 
“ ceptions, was flaughtered or baniflied. — ^The coun- 
** try was laid walle with fire and fword ; and that 
” land, diftinguilhed abova moft others by the chear^ 
« fal face of paternal government and proUifed labour, 
feat of cultivatbn antf plenty, Js now 
throughout a drehrp defert, covered with rulhes and 
briars, and jungles full of wild beafts ! ! ! *. 

* Parliamentary Regifter, 1781, No. LXXXVI, 
page ¥19. 

T 3 cured 
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cured to him by the treaty) defigning to 
make it the place of his future refidence.— 
He carried with him five thoufaud Rohilla 
foldiers, whom he was allowed by the 
treaty to retain in his fervice. The Eng- 
liflx troops commenced their match down 
the country at the fame time ; but, at the 
requeft of the Vizier, they halted for fome 
weeks at Ramghaut, in order to be a check 
ivpon the neighbouring powers, in cafe of 
their making any attempts upon thefe pro- 
vinces before they Ihould be reftored to 
permanent tranquillity. 

A chief pat t of the Vizier^s troops were 
difperfed over the different diftrifts of Ro- 
Jtul^nd to fecure the new conquefts ; whilft 
two of his generals, Himmet Beh^ nr and 
Amrao Gheer, were detached over the Gan- 
ges to Ferrochabad, where the weak and 
unhappy reprefentative of the Bungifh fa- 
mily, who had already given vsp-bie-^ftde- 
pendence, agreed to pay an annual tribute 
to Suja-al-Dowlah and his fucceffors, and 
not to keep any force of hjs own, but to 

trufi: 
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truft the protedion of his territory, and the 
colledtion of his revenues to the troops and 
Aumils of the Nabob of Owde, 

Suja-al-Dowlah accompanied the army 
on their return as far as Bifeghaut, from 
whence he proceeded to Biflbolee, and 
from thence to Fyzabid, where he died 
fliortly after, in confequence of a diforder 
with which he had been long afRided; 
and was fucceeded by his eldeft fon Mirza 
Amtnee, under the title of J/uph-al-Dow- 
lab. 

This event, which only twelve months 
before might have excited the moft violent 
commotions, was not now attended with 
the fmalleft obftrudion or diforder. 3bja- 
al-Dowlah, confcious of his approaching 
end, had made a dilpofition of his forces, as 
well for the fecurity of his old dominions, 
as for that o f his late acquifitibns ; and had 
taken every neCeffary precaution for the 
prefervation of the publick tranquillity, 
with that good judgement and found po- 

T ^ licy 
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licy which marked his charafter. But ho* 
thiug* perhapsj more effectually contribut- 
ed to thefe ends than the fubjugation of 
Rohilcund. Had not that expedition taken 
place, Hafiz Rahmut and the other Afgan 
chiefs, who were eager to feize on all oppo-r- 
tunitiesfor theiraggrandizement, would not 
have failed to blow into a flame that fplrit 
of tunciult and fedition which, in eaflern 
governments, conftantly attends the fuc- 
ceffiou of an inexperienced young man, in 
hopes of gaining fomething amidfl the ge- 
neral confufion. In Suja-al-Dowlah’s 

court exifted a number of parties of oppo- 
fite interefls and inclinations ; one faClion 
in particular was fufpeCted to be devoted to 
his fecond foil, whom the Rohilla leaders, 
frithFr for percuniary reward, of the ceffion 
of a fmall portion of territory, would have 
readily agreed to affift in the deftruClion of 
his elder brother ; and the undifturbed fa- 
cility with Which Afoph^al-T Povvlah^ at- 
tained his inheritance mify be regarded as 
the Grft good efieCt of the fubjugation of 
the Afgan power. 


Fyzoola 
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Fyzoola Khan, on his arrival at Rahl- 
pore, fettled upon his brother Mahu named 
Y^r an annuity of fifty thoufand rupees ; 
but the latter did not long enjoy the' fruits 
of his brother’s generofity, as he had been 
for fome time paft afflifVed with the ftone, 
of which diforder he died in December, 
' 774 - 

Fyzoola Khan, now the only remaining 
fon of Alice Mahummed, was certainly a 
jcodfiderable -gainer by the terms of the 
peace with Suja-al-Dowlah ; as he thereby 
fecured to himfelf the aftual poffeflion of 
as much territory as he could ever have 
held under the Rohilla government ac- 
cording to his father’s will, and more than 
double in value and extent, of whaj^he had 
been fuffered to enjoy under the adminiftra- 
tion of his guardians : nor can he be in 
the ieaft apprehenfive that his rights, ex» 
prelTed in the treaty, fhqjild be liable to 
"rnTringcrnent, at any future period, whilfl; 
he continues to conduft himfelf with pro- 
priety, as the whole was, in the moll: fo» 
T 4 lemn 
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letnn manner, ratified in the name of the 
Eaft-India Company, by the Britifli com- 
mander in chief*. The countries ceded 
to Fyzoola Khan by the late convention in- 
clude the diftrl£ts of Hazrit-Naggur, Mo- 
radab^, Shawbad and Rampbre, the moft 
fertile tra£t in Rohilcund, being an extent 
of not lefs than feventy miles in length 
and thirty in breadth, the annual value of 
•which has been already mentioned. For 
the prote<|!tlon of this territory he is per- 
mitted to keep up fuch a force as (with the 
occafional affiftance of the Englifli) will af- 
foidhim an ample defence againft invafion; 
and the tranquil mode of life he has 
adopted will prevent him from being hafti- 
ly engaged in any difputes with his neigh- 
bours.'"' He with a laudable and unprece- 
dented generolity fettled annuities upon 


* The reaikr will be pleafed to carry in his mind 
that this account was wrote above tep yeais'a^—— 
Since that period, Fyzoola Khan, doubtful of the va* 
lidity of the Arft ^uarrantee, has procured a new one, 
under the dtredl ialhority of the Bengal gov<$nmeut. 

the 
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the families of fuch chiefs as had been kil- 
led or died in the courfe of the preceding 
fervice ; and provided in a limilar manner 
for all his principal adherents. He alfb 
warmly interefted himfelf in behalf of the 
families of Hafiz Rahmut and Doondee 
Khan, (who were confined at Allehab^d *) 
and at length, aflifted by the importuni- 
ties of Sydoola Khan’s Begum, with the 
Nabob, and the mediation of Mr. Briftow, 
the Britifh refidentin Oude, procured their 
releafe, together with that of all the other 
Rohilla prifoners, on paying a fmall ran- 
foi;n. 

The family of Hafiz Rahmut, on their 
releafe, proceeded to Lucknow, where 
they took up their refidence under tlie pro- 
tedlion of the Begum, who had interefted 
herfelf in obtaining their freedom ; and 
the houfe of Sefdar Jung (the Vizier’s un- 
_ els ) was, at her inftance, ’’giveir up for 
their accommo’dation. 


^ * See page 252. 


Mahboola 
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Mahboola, and the other defcejadants of 
Doondee Khan, remained fome time at 
Lucknow, and were afterwards permitted 
to proceed to Kuttaher, where they now 
live. * 

Z^bita Khan, who is polTefled of an ac» 
tive and enterprizlng genius, although he 
lofl that portion of his country which lay 
to the eaftward of the Ganges, (which fell 
to Suja-ahDowlah with the reft of Rohil- 
cund) yet flill retains his claim to the 
poffeffious of his father between that river 
and the Jumna. He made up a confidera- 
ble body of troops out of that part of the 
Rohilla army which had been ordered acrofs 
the Ganges agreeably to the convention of 
Lolld^g ; and with thefe, fome Sics, and 
other adventurers, he has for fome years paft 
made himfelf of confiderable confequence 
in that quarter. — He has at different times 
endeavoured tq make little predatory expe- 


* Here the Rohilla narrator finiiheshis Aory. 

ditions 
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ditions into Rohilcund at the feafon when 
the Ganges is fordable in thofe parts ; but 
his force is not fufficiently powerful either 
in number or quality to render him any 
way formidable to his fouthern neigh- 
bours K 

Of the other chiefs it is needlefs to fay 
any thing particularly. — Totally deprived 
of that felf-created confequence which 
they had for a few years alTumed, they have 
funk back into their oiiginal inlignificance. 
- — Many of them have left the country, 
to feek employment and plunder in other 
parts ; and the few who remain poffefs 
neither the means nor, perhaps, the incli- 


* Since this account was written, Zabita Khan, in 
confequence of the death of NudjufF Khan, acquired a 
confiderable lead in affairs at Delhi, which he would 
ilill have retained, had not the Mahrattas again int^- 
fered in that quaiter.— — He diedwery laiply, and has 
been fucceeded by his fon Goolacn Kadir Khan, under 
the title of Nijeeb al-DowIah-Hofhe-Yar Jung, 

nation. 
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nation, to awaken the jealoufy of govern- 
ment by exciting difturbanceg. 

Thecountryof Rohilcnnd, after having, 
for fome years paft, exhibited nothing but 
a fcene of repeated devaftation, was at 
length reftored to permanent tranquillity. 
The Hindoo farmers, who had been ufcd, 
on every return of the dry feafon, to fee 
their dwellings deftroyed and their lands 
laid wafte by bands of foreign depreda- 
tors, againft whom their factious and tur- 
bulent raafters had not the power to defend 
them, have fince enjoyed their poffeffions 
in lecurlty and repofe ; as, except the tri- 
fling and momentary incurfions of Zabita 
Khan and the Sics above remarked, thefe 
providf’es have been preferved in the moll: 
perfeft peace during the laft twelve years ; 
a happinefs which it may be with truth af- 
firmed they had not for half a century be- 
fore experiencefl. 

Evident marks of the turbulence of for- 
mer times are Hill to be feen : — thefe, how- 
ever. 
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ever, appeared in the towns and cities of 
Kutidhert long before the revolution which 
gave that country to our ally ; nor can this 
be deemed forprizing, if we confider the 
ftate of this territory, continually fubjec- 
ted, as it was, either to the diftraftiou of 
inteftine broils, or the devaftation of fo- 
reign invafion. — ^The exertions of Alice 
Mahummed, the jftruggles of the Fowje- 
dars, and the efforts of Sefdar Jung in 
fupport of the Imperial authority, (which 
reduced the Rohillas exprefsly to the fame 
Rate in which they Hood at the period of 
the Lolldbng convention) together with 
the iucurfions of the Mahrattas in later 
times, all contributed to produce this ef- 
fe£t. Some part of this apparent decay, 
indeed, mu ft be attributed to the fudJen and 
total overthrow of two opulent and power- 
ful families % the circulation of whofe wealth 

gave 


* Thofe of Ilafiz Rabmut and Dmndee Khan.-^Tlvt 
reader will readily perceive that thefe obfervations are 
of adate^onfiderably later than ihs preceding part of 
’’ ■’ thp 
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gave life to the cities they inhabited, and 
whofe oftentatious magnificence appeared 
jn the ereflion of laths, mofques and pa- 
laces, which are now falling to ruin. 

With relpedl to the bulk of the inhabi- 
tants, it is probable they have been but 
little efFedled by the various revolutions 
their country has experienced. — ^Thecaufeof 
this has been already in part explained nei- 
ther fliould we be too hafiy in forming dlfad- 
vantageous comparative conclufions, from a 
refleftion on the evils which may appear to 
attend their prefent ftate, — evils which are 
to be attributed to a defective adminiftra- 
tion, capable of corredloa and amend- 
ment, and not to any confcquences neceJfa-‘ 
rily refulting from tbe 'laft of thefe revolu- 
tions ‘.—and, in fad, if this territory has 
been negligently or opprefltvely governed 


the work, vij,hich, however, it would be highly Itnpro- 
pe'fTd bring to a clole' withdut a few /lurfoty remarka, 
not only on the imnudiate, but alfo, on the prefent 
more rmott elFeas, of the ttanfaftions here recorded 
* In the Introdt(iii>ry_ View, 

fince 



fince its reduftioii, (as it moft ceftainly 
has been at times, and in various degrees)' 
it is not probable that it was much better 
governed, whilft under the uncertain rule 
of many contending mafters, with that 
rule often fhifting from one to another 
and if we add to this the circumftance of 
the country being, during its iirft admini* 
ftration, involved in a ftate of almoft per- 
petual hoftility, we cannot fuppofe that a 
revolution which put a period to thefe ca- 
lamitous difturbances can have deduced 

from the felicity of the inhabitants 

Strong ideas, indeed, have been conceived 
(and propagated with the moft hyperboli- 
cal exaggeration) of the fuperior happi- 
nefs of the natives of Kuttdher under their 
former Loids, fiom parallels drawrft)etweea 
the prefent ftate of the other parts of this 
country, and that of the particular portion 
of it under the immediate adminiftration 
of Fyzooia Khan. Bvft before we pro- 

ceed to form a determinate judgfement upon 
grounds which are certainly calculated to 
piifleari the fuperhcial obierver, it may be 

proper 



proper to enter into a more difcriminatiiig 
•inveftigation of the particular contingent 
cies in which this difference originates. 

Not to remark the very fuperior ftate of 
cultivation and population which prevails 
in the principality of Rampore would be 
an injuftice to its proprietor: — it muft, 
however, be at the fame time acknow- 
ledged, that as much of this fuperiority is 
owing to a happy concurrence of favoura- 
ble circumftauces, as to any perfonal exer- 
tion on the part of its ruler ; and is fuch, 
ill faft, as no exertion whatever could have 
effected independent of them. 

The diftrlft of Rampore, it is true, 
owes itS' aftual profperity to the induftry 
and ability of Fyzoola Khan ; — not, in- 
deed, to thefe qualities, wholly, as the 
means, but to them wholly, in the applica- 
tion of the advantages which he derived 

from adventitious caufes. ^^'irft, his fi- 

tuation ; — his territory being defended on 
one fide by the Ganges, as well as th^inter- 

jacent 
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jacent country of Rohilcund (as the above 
river is about thirty-five miles diftant from 
his weftern frontier)— and the weaknefs of 
his neighbours lying beyond it j — on the 
Other fide and behind, by woods and moun- 
tains ; — and on the fouth, by the protec- 
tion of the Britifli, virtuaSy faving him 
from the certain deftruftion which mull: 
have been his lot, had not the frefumpiion 
more than the exertion of this fafeguard 
prevented any attempts to cfFedt it,— ^ 
Secondly, — the natural advantages which 
a fmall dominion enjoys over a large 
(exclufive of the peculiar compaflnefs 
and defenfibility of hU) in admitting the 
fuperintendency of its firft magiftrate, 
without any delegation of official autho- 
rity, as well in general managemei^ as in 
the complete controul of its detail, botji of 
goverhmejjt, revenue, and expepce.— — 
Thirdly, — in a multitude of Jittle llreams 
which fall from the furroiSnding* moun- 
tains, and fill with every diffolution of the 
fnows above, yielding, with the aid of ar- 
U tificial 
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tificial dams, a cotiftatit and unfailing fup- 
ply ‘ of moifture to the neighbouring 
grounds, in feafons of univeilal drought, 
48 in the years 1781, 2, and 3, when all 
£he upper regions of Hindoftaii were burnt 
up by the failure of three fucceffivc rainy 
feafons ; and the cultivation of RaiUporc 
was Imaintaiiied equal to that which it pof- 
feffed with the natural influence of the 

climate And — hfdy, — in the fuperior 

population, and conlequent cultivation and 
wealth it derived from the acceffion of fub- 
jefls, within the thr^e before- mentioned 
years, from the circumjacent country, 
(which was not fo happily circumftanced 
in the above eflential points) as it is natural 
for r^en to fly from faminsy and its inevi- 
table Confequence, opprijiany fOd ’Mfd and 
equal goVOrmfient, and abundance ; — and, 
in the fame proportion as the territoiy of 
Fyzoola ILhm gained hy this circumflauce, 
that of "the Vizier )oJi in Vi^popidatm, and 
consequently In its mhivation and renienue. 

# n- <«■ 

Many circumflatJccs haye heretofore 

concurred 
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conctirred to prevent or interrupt the ope- 
ration of the intei'ference of the Britifli 
government in the corredilion and amend- 
ment of thofe particular grievances under 
which the inhabitants of thefe diftrifts la- 
hour. — The accumulated diftrelles of an 
univerfal war ; the immediate and urgent 
wants of a government ftruggling under 
imminent dangers and almoft infuperable 
difficulties ; — aud above all, the perpetual 
llruggles of parties f either in Iifdia or in 
England, in their effedls weakening its in- 
fluence, circumfcrlbing its authority, and 
embarraffing all its meafures, have hither- 
to united to render abortive any efforts 
which might have been made for this pur- 

pofe. That means might be adopted, 

in its prefent fiate of uninterrupte<F tran- 
quillity, to reform the abufes which have 
hetetafore prevented the inhabitants of 
Kuttdher from enjoying the fullefi: advan- 
tages of a fituation happief, in fame re- 
fpefls, than it’peihaps ever was in ^before, 
cannot be doubted j nor is there any reafon 
to defpaif, in the prefent ftate of the Bri- 
U Z tifh 
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tifh goverment in India, of thefe means 
being fpecdily and efieftually exerted* 

Thus have we traced the progrefs of 
thefe Afgans in the northern provinces, 
from their firft rife under the gallantry and 
goodconduft of AlleeMahummed, through* 
a variety of fortune, to the final difiblu- 
tion of tWr power in Rohilcund by the 
transfer of the dominion of that diftridt to 
Snja-al-Dowlah and his fucceflbrs. 

Various and fevere are the ftridures 
which have been paflcd upon the latter 
part of thofe tranfadions, and the preju- 
dice of ignorance and violence of party, 
aided by the ftrong affertions of populat 
declatCatiou, have united to make it the 
fubjed of general odium ; but by a refer- 
ence to ihtfaSs recited in the foregoing 
narrative, a more accurate and, i is t6 be 
prefumed, a "fairer judgement may be 
formed of it. 


But, to enter fully into all the rgfledlions 

which 
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which occur upon this fubjcd would carry 
the compiler far beyond his original inten- 
tion, which was only to give an impartial 
and, as far as lay in his power, an accurate 
relation of fads ; and if the perufal of theie 
lhall tend to eradicate a fingle prejudice, or 
remove a fingle error, wifh relped to the 
judgement which has hitherto been too 
generally paffed upon the latter part of 
thofe tranfadions, in which the honour 
and intereft of Great Britain are lb materi- 
ally and Intimately concerned, and the de- 
cifionupon which involves every thing that 
can be dear to the feelings and the charac- 
ters of the adors in it, he lhall think him- 
felf fully recompenfed for the trouble he 
has taken. 


U 3 
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( N«. I. ) 

translation of. a Treaty entei'ed into 
between the Vizier pf the Empire Suja-al- 
Dowlahj and the Rohilla Sirdar?,’ ‘recipro- 
cally interchanged. “ ' > 

<A.GREEMENT — Firft, friendfhip is^ftablilhed 
between us ; and Hafiz Rahmut and all the other 
*< RohiUas, great and final], have agreed and deter- 
** mined with the Vizier of the Empire, Suja-al-Dow- 
lab, that we adhere to the fubftance of this writing, 
and never deviate from this, agreement ; that we 
** efteem his frif nds as our frknds, and his enen.ies aa 
« our enemies ; and that we and our heirsi, during our 
“ lives, fltall adhere finnly to this our oath and 
“ agre^ent; that we ^lall be united and joined to- 
" ■» U 4 “ a;ether 
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*i ^ether for the proteftion of the country of the Vi- 
** zierof the Empire, and of our own country; and 
“ if any enemy (which God forbid !) fhould make an 
attempt againft us and the Vizier, we the Rohilla 
Sirdars and the Vizier of the Empire fhall ufa 
pur .joint endeavours to oppofe him. We, all the 
Rohilla Sirdars, fhali alfo join and unite iQ.any 
meafure that may be determined by the Vizier of 
the Empire for tfie benefit of the Nabob Mahfini»- 

« med Zabita Khan. ^We, both parties, fwearby 

** the Almighty, his Prophet, and the facred Koraxt 
** that we will firmly adhere to this folemn agree' 
« ment, nor ever deviate from this our treaty. 

« This Treaty, confirmed by oath, and fcaled in 
<< the prafonceof General Sir Robert Barker, written 
on the nth of the month Ribbee-al-Sahee, in the 
** n86th year of the Higera, and in the year of 
« Chrift 1772* ... 
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( II. ) 

TRANSLATION of a Treaty entered into 
by Hafiz Rahmut Khan (on the part of the 
Rohilla Sirdars) with the Nabob Snja-al- 
Dowlah, Vizier of the Empire. 


** THE Vizier of the Empire, Suja-al-Dowlah, 
** fhall eftablilh thetRohillas in their different poflef. 
" iions, obliging the Mahrattas to retire, either by 
« peace or war ; — ^this to depend on thepleafure of the 
** Vizier. 

« If at any time, withont either peace or war, the 

Mahrattas, on account of the rains, ihall crofs [the 
’** Ganges] and retire, and after the ramy feafon they 
** (hould again enter the country of theRohillas, their 
" ezpulllon is the bnfinefs of the Vizier. 

« The Rohilla Sirdars, in conleqnence of the above, 
« do agree to pay to the Vizier Suja-al-Dowlah ybrijr 
“ /iff is of rvpftSf in the following manner. 

As the Mahrattas are now in the country of the 
*' Rohilla Sirdars, the Vizier of the Empire fljall ad- 
** vance fidm ShawJ[>ad as far as may be neceflary to 

« eiT'blp 
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^ enable the families of the Rohillas to leave the 
jungles and return to their habitations. — ^Ten lacks 
** of rupees in fpecie, in part of the above fum, lhall 
» then be paiu j and the remaining thirty lacks in 
** three years from the beginning of the year il8o 
® Fuffillee. 

This agreement fealcd in the prefencjj of General 
Sir Robert Barker/’ &c. &c. 


N‘'.ur. 
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( III. ) 

TRANSLATION of a Treaty under the fbal 
‘ of the Nabob Suja-al-Dowlah, Vizicr-al-M u 
maleck-Behidur, and Colonel Alexander 
Champion, commander in chief of the Cora- 
pany’.s forces on the expedition againfi: Rohif- 
Ound,' executed in camp near LoIIdong on 
the rath of tlxe month Rujib, in the ii88th 
. year of the Higera (the yth of Odtober, 
1774. 

** PEACE being' concluded between us and the 
“ 'Nabob F yzoola Khan Behadur, I have agreed to 
give him the country of Rampore and ies depen- 
'** dencies, producing together the yearly fum of 
fourteen lacks and feventy-five thoufand rupees; 
and I have furthermore ftipulated that Fyzoola 
Khan may retain in his fervicean armed force con- 
“ filling of five thoufand men, a?id not ai'fingle man 
** more. I 'therefore give this written engagement, 
that I will, at all times, and upon all occafions,' 
fupport the honour and charafler of the faid Fy- 
“ zoola Khan, and will promote his intereft and ad- 

“ vantage 
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« vantage to the utmoft of my power,-— upon the 
« following conditions. That FyzooU Khan lhall not 
** enter into connexion with any perfon but myfelf ; 

and that he lhall hold nocorrelpondence with any 
« except myfelf and the £egh|h chiefs ; that he lhall 
** confider my frie.nds as his friends, and my enemies 
« as his enemies and that, with whomfoever I 
•* lhall make war, Fyzoola Khan lhall fend two or 
three thoufand men, according tohis ability, to join 
** my forces ; and, if I march in perfon he lhall him- 
** felf accompany me with his troops , and if, on ac- 
« count of the linalluefs of the number of the forces 
** he is to retain in his fervice he be not able to accom- 
« pany me, I will then appoint him three or four 
« thoufand more troops, that he may accompany me 
with a good army and I will be at the expence of 
fupporting them. 

“ Upon the performance of thefe conditions, I 
have agreed to give the faid countries, at the afore- 
mentipned revenue, to Fyzoola Khan, and to pro- 
** mote his intereft and advantage to the utmoft of my 
** pow.er. ^ 

** If Fyzoola Khan fulfils the articles ,of ■ this 
*• treaty, jmd ftea»*ily adheres thereto, 1 will not 
“ (God willing) negleft whatever rinay be to. his ad- 
<* vantage. He lhall fend the remainder of the Ro- 
« hillas to the other fide of the Ganges. ■ 


*< Ih-’v# 
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** I havefworn upon the holy Koran, calling Goa 
** and his Prophet to witnefs to the petformance of 
thefe articles * 

“ Executed in the prefence of Colonel Alexander 
** Champion, as afbrelaid,” See. &c. 





3^6 '• A-’l* E ir fo.i ic; 


( N«. IV. ^ 

TRANSLATION of a Treaty under the feal 
of Fyzoola Khan Behadur and Colonel Alex~ 
andcr Champiop, executed at the camp near 
Lollddng on the 12th of the month Rujib, 
in the ii88th year of the Higera (the 7th of 
Odtober, 1774). 


PEACE being concluded between the Vizier-al- 
MujnaJeck and me, and the Nabob Y iaicr having 
been gtacioufly pleafed to bellow on me a country, 
I have fworn upon the holy Koran, calling God 
and his Prophet to witnefs to what I engage, that 
" I will always whilft I live continue in fubmiffion 
** and obedience to the Nabob Vizier; that I will le- 
“ tain in my fervice five thoufand men, lljpulated by 
“ the Nabob Vizier, andtiot afinglelnan mote; that 
** with whomfoever the Nabob Vizier fhall engage iii 
“ hoftliities, I will affift liim ; and, that if the Nabob 
** Vizier lhall fend an army againft any enemy, 1 will 
** perfonally attend h.im with my forces wheie he 
goes hlmfelf upon fuch fervice or I .fliall other- 
wife fend two or three thoufand of my troops to 
join them ; — that I wiU have no conneflion with 
“ any perfon but the Nabob Vizier, and will hold no 
“ corjjelpondence with any one, tjjo»EngTilh chiefs 

** excepted;— 
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" excepted;— that whatever the Nabob diredls I will 
« execute, and that 1 will, in all places, and at all 
« timci, whether in,profperity or adverfity, continue 
his affociate. 

« I have fworn on the holy Koran, calling God 
« and his Prophet to witnefs, to the performance of 
thefe articles. 

“ May God and his Prophet punilh me if I adl 
« contrary to them, or negle£l to fulfil the whole of 
« thel? conditions.” 

“ Executed in theprefence of Colonel Champion an 
« afotefaid,” &c. &c. &c. 


NP.V 
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( N®. V. ) 

TRANSLATION of a Firman under the feal 
of Nabob Suja-al-Dowlah, Vizier-al-Mutni- 
leck-Beh^dur. 


Vizier al Mutn&Ieck 
Suja-al-Dovflah 
* Behadun 




«* TO the Chowdrie^ Colleftors, Canongoes, 
Tax-gatherers, Farmers, &c. &c. of the Purgun- 

na# of Shawbad and Rampore, -Know ye ! 

that we have granted the jagheers of the undei- 
« mentioned diftrifts to the Nabob Fyzoola Khan 
« Beh&dnr, and that th^s nfual and fixed revenues are 
« to be paid into the hands of the proper ofiGcers of 
the faid Fyzoola Khan; — obeying him in all 
things, you lliall no way fail in your duty to him 
« but in every refpeft fubmit to his authority. 


“ Written on the 7th of the month Shaban, in 
the iiSSthyeai of the Higera.” 


Diftridts, Revenues, and Taxes. 


Hazrit Naggurr - - - 

275,000"! 

BalafsPoof - - « - 

iSOjpoo 1 

Ahaloon « - - « - 

225,000 1 

Sbawb&d 

600,000 

Moradabad 

150,000 

At’hud « • » - - 

75jP«oJ 


Total 

14 Lacks add 
75,000 Rapcca. 


FINIS. 





